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GOVERNOR, ORISSA 


Februory 15, 2010 


Message 


I am glad to know that Prof. R, C. Dos Felicitation Committee is 
bringing out a publication shortly highlighting the achievements of Prof. 
Das in various fields of activities he had been engaged and had 
excelled. 


Prof. Rebati Charan Dos has distinguished himself as an outstanding 
Professor of Chemistry with speciglization in Environmental Science. 
He had more thon 70 research papers in different national and 
international journals/books besides having authored several chemistry 
text books. Whether it is administration matter as Vice-Chancellor of 
Berhampur University, environment as two time Chairman of Orissa State 
Pollution Control Board or study of chemistry and research as Professor 
of Chemistry he endeared himself to all with his personality ond 
commitment to the profession, 


It is heartening that students and associates of Prof. Das and 
admirers of his life ond work have come out with this noble idea of 
felicitating him as a mark of honour and respect. | am sure the 
publication will be highly enlightening and motivating. | wish Prof. Das 
a long and healthy life. 


{ wish the publication all success. 
MMoabidiss Bhanalsas 


{Murtidhar C. Bhandare) 


RAJ BHAVAN, BHUBANESWAR-751008 
Tel. ; 91-6574-2536111/2536222, Fax : 91-674-2536582, 
Email : govori@ori.nic.in, Website : www.rajbhavanorissa.gov.in 
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Phone { Office : (0674) 2536020 


EPABX; 2196 
Res : (0674) 2531174, 
2535265 
SHRI DEBI PRASAD MISHRA D.O. NO. ..vcneens /MHE.T&C 
Minister 
Higher Education Tourism & Culture Dri her 200 


Orissa 


Message 


It gives me Immense pleasure to know that some ot the erstwhile 
students ond colleagues of Prof. Rebati Charan Dos are going to 
felicitate him and bring out o publication on the occasion. 


Prof. Das Is a well known Scientist, educationlst and environment 
Manager of the state. He had attained excellence in all the roles he 
was ordained to play In his professional life - be it os ao Chemistry 
Professor and researcher, Vice-Chancellor of a university or Chairman 
of the State Pollution Control Board. His life and work should be co 
great source of Inspiration to the present generation. 


I compliment the organizers for having thought of such a felicitation 
and wish the function and the publication all success. 


| personally wish a long and peaceful life for Prof. R.C.Das. 


Debepeosod Mira 


(Deb! Prasad Mishra) 
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Sri Ajit Kumar Tripathy, IAS (Retd.) Toshali Plaza, B-2, 1st Floor, 
State Election Commissioner, Orissa Satyanagar, Bhubaneswar-751007, Onssa 
Nn Tel, ; 0674-2573426 (0) 
2394442 (R) 
Fax : 0674-2573494 
2 E-mall ¢ stelcobbsr@sily.com 

A genius 
Dale = 02.03 2010 


1 greatly appreciote the initiative being taken by some of Ihe former 
students and colleagues of Prof. Dr. Rebati Charan Das to felicitate him in 
recognition of his mony achievements and contributions to various fields. 


Prof. Dr. Das occupies a significant ploce in the role of honour of Oriya 
sclentists and intellectuals. After o brilliant academic career, he started 
professional life as a Lecturer In Chemistry, continued for more than decodes 
and rose fo the rank of a Professor. He was well known as one of the outstanding 
teachers in Chemistry. My elder brother Sri Ashok Kumar Tripath; was his direct 
student in Pre University Science In Ravenshaw College, Cutrock In the year 
1963-64. He always talked very highly of his wonderful teaching copabilities 
and affeclion towards students. Those were the days when Ravenshaw 
College Chemistry Department had geniuses like Prof. Dr. M.K. Rout, Prot. Dr. 
Gokulananda Mohapatra, Prof. Ashok Shankar Mitra, Prof. Pronabandhu 
Tripathy, Prof. Gopabandhu Behera, Prof Choudhury Bichitrananda Nanda 
and Prof. Prabhat Kumar Mishra, to name only few. | also read Science In 
Ravenshaw College next year 1964-65, but Prof. Das did not take any class 
for us. Being aware of the fact that research is an Integral part of (earning and 
teaching in higher education, he was actively Involved In research in his 
chosen discipline of Chemistry. He trained and motivated many scholars, 
some of whom, in later life have occupied Important research/academic 
positions. 

Prof. Dr. Das was appolnted by the Government as Chairman of Pollution 
Control Board for about three terms {8 years) durlng formative yeors. Being 
an erudite scholar and ever eager to learn, the nation recognised the Orissa 
Board as one of the best In the country. He also made a niche for himself as 
a leading expert In environmental management In the country, earning 
respect and accolade from many quarters, 

Prof. Dr. Das mode a distinct mark as an educational administrator while 
he was the Vice-Chancellor of Berhampur University. Regarding hls efficlency 
In the management of the aftalrs of the University, suffice it to say that he was 
able to successfully complete hls full term of three years as Vice-Chancellor, 
contrary to several of his predecessors without any law and order problems 
for which the campus was well known those days. 


{ wish the tunctlon all success and wish Prof. Dr. Rebati Charon Das a 


long and happy lite. f 


{A.K. Tripathy) 
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Editor’ Note 


Professor Rebati Charan Das is a multi faceted personality, an 
outstanding teacher and researcher erudite scholar educational 
administrator par excellence and an environmental scientist of 
national repute. It wont perhaps be any exaggeration to say that 
Prof. Das has not received the recognition that is due to him. May be 
because, an unassuming modest person that he is, many people are 
not aware of his achievements. 

It is in this context, we some of his old students and colleagues 
decided to felicitate him and bring out a publication highlighting his 
achievements and perceptions of various people who have been associated 
with him in different capacities. Persons from many walks of life 
responded quite enthusiastically to our request and the outcome is the 
present publication. We hope that the life and work of Prof. Das as 
articulated by various authors would be a source of inspiration to the 
younger generation. 

Personally, I am indebted to Prof. R.C. Das for being there 
wherever I needed him as a teacher, mentor, boss and well wisher. He 
had a profound influence on my life and career. 

I am grateful to all the contributors to this volume. I owe 
many thanks to my editorial colleagues for their help and assistance 
in bringing out this publication. I would also like to record my 
appreciation to Shri Ratanakar Barik and the team of Jagannath 
Graphics, particularly for having put wp patiently to frequent and 
last minute changes. 


LL. N—Patia 
(Lalit N. Patnaik) 


Digitized by srujanika@gmail.com 


Section - I 
REBATI CHARAN DAS - A PROFILE 
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Born : April 8, 1936 
Parents : Late Bipra Charan Das 
Late Sitamani Devi 


Education: 


Passed Matriculation Examination conducted by Utkal University 
(1951) from Mission School, Cuttack in First Division, securing 
10 position in Orissa. 


College education (I. Sc., B. Sc. Hons and M. Sc. Chemistry) in 
Ravenshaw College, Cuttack, all in first class. 


First position in the B.Sc. (Hons) and M.Sc. (Chemistry) 
examinations of Utkal University in the years 1955 and 1957 
respectively. 


Ph.D from Utkal University (Physical Chemistry) : 1964 
Ph.D from University of Leeds, UK (Radiation Chemistry) : 
1969 


Areas of Specialisation: 


Chemistry : Thermodynamics and 
Electrochemistry of Solutions, 
Radiation Dosimetry, Coordination 
compounds. 


Environmental Science : Air pollution in Urban Atmosphere, 
Ecology and Pollution of flowing 
and stagnant water bodies, 
Industrial Pollution and Contro!. 
Environmental Laws and 
Management. 
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POSITIONS HELD : 

January, 1958 - August, 1972 

Lecturer and Reader in Chemistry, Ravenshaw College, Cuttack. 
September, 1966 - September, 1969 


Commonwealth Scholar, School of Chemistry, University of 
Leeds, UK (on leave from Ravenshaw College). 


September, 1972 - August, 1986 


Professor and Head, Department of Chemistry, University 
College of Engineering (UCE), Burla, Sambalpur. 


May, 1977 - October, 1978 

Senior JSPS (Japan Society for Promotion of Science) Fellow, 
(Visiting Professor), University of Chiba, Japan (on leave from 
UCE, Burta). 

September, 1986 - July, 1992 

Chairman, Orissa State Pollution Control Board, Bhubaneswar. 
August, 1992 - August, 1995 

Vice Chancettor, Berhampur University, 'Berhampur (Orissa). 
August, 1995 - ‘December, 1997 

Chairman, Orissa State Pollution Control Board, Bhubaneswar. 
1998 - 2003 

Consulting Professor, Xavier Institute of Management, 


Bhubaneswar, Director, Indo Canadian Research Project 
“PROJECT WATER” during 2000-2003. 
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PUBLICATIONS: 


Papers: 
More than 70 research papers in different National and 
International Journals / Books on Chemistry and Environment. 


Books: 

1. State of Environment in Orissa (in 4 volumes) State 
Pollution Control Board, Orissa, 1989. 

2. The Environmental Divide - The Dilemma of the 
Developing countries. ” 

3. Environment and Society, 2001, MacMillan & Co - A.P.H. 
publishing corporation, New Delhi, 1998 

4. Environmental Science - Principles and Practice - Prentice 


Hall of india Private Ltd., 2008 


Besides the above, Prof. Das has also authored several chemistry 
text books (both in English and Oriya) for the undergraduate 
and postgraduate classes. 


ବ୍ୟବହାରିକ ରସାୟନ ବିଜ୍ଞାନ 

Orissa State Bureau of Text Book Preparation and Production 
(OSBTPP), 1972 

ରାସାୟନ ବିଜ୍ଞାନ, ପ୍ରଥମ ଭାଗ 

OSBTPP, 1974, 1976 

ରାସାୟନ ବିଜ୍ଞାନ, ଦୃତୀୟ ଭାଗ 

OSBTPP, 1974, 1978 


Experimental Physical Chemistry 
Tata McGraw Hill, 1983 


Membership of Professional Societies: 


Member / Fellow of : 

e Indian Chemical Society 

e Institution of Chemists, India 

e Association of Pollution Chemists and Biologists {(Vice- 
President, 1984-86) 
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Orissa Environmental Society, Bhubaneswar (President, 
1983-84) 

Japan Society for Air Pollution Control. 

Life member of Orissa Red Cross Society, WWF and INTACH 
(Bhubaneswar Chapter) 


Awards and Recognitions 


« 


Merit scholarship for academic excellence during 
undergraduate and postgraduate studies. 

Utkal University Gold medal for securing the first position 
in first class in M.Sc. (Chemistry) examination, 1957 
Fulbright-Smith Mundt Scholarship of US Government 
(1964) (could not avail due to personal reasons) 
Commonwealth Scholarship of the Government of UK 
(1966-69) 

Senior JSPS Fellowship for Professors by the Government 
of Japan (1977-78) 

Master Sohan Lal Medal by the Indian Chemical Society 
(Dehradun Chapter) (1982) 

President, Rotary Club, Burla (1983-84) 

Member, High Level Govt. delegation to Canada to review 
environmental management processes and identify areas 
of cooperation (1989) 

Nominated by NORAD (Norwegian Agency for Development 
Corporation) to study pollution control measures in Norway 
(1991) 

Member, Orissa State Council for Science and Technology 
(1987-92) 

Member, Environmental Protection Council of Orissa (1988- 
92) 

Member, Geological Planning Board, Orissa (1990-92) 
Consultant for International Registry for Potentially Toxic 
Chemical (IRPTC), Geneva, under the United Nations 
Environmental Programme (UNEP), (1992) 

Member, Central Pollution Control Board, New Delhi (1991- 
92) 
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Member, Environmental Appraisal Committee for ports, 
harbors, transport, housing, hotel and other miscellaneous 
projects, Ministry of Environment and Forests (MoEF), 
Govt. of india (1992-94) 

Member, Environment Research Committee, MoEF 
Advisor, Union Public Service Commission, New Delhi (1995-97) 
Member, Aquaculture Authority of India (1997) 

Member, Governing Body, Ravenshaw Autonomous College, 
Cuttack (1997-99) 

Member, Technical Advisory Committee, Central Pollution 
Control Board, New Delhi (1998-2000) 

Awarded Diploma by the institute of Engineers (India) 
Felicitation by the Department of Environmental Sciences, 
Sambalpur University (1999) 

Felicitation by Prativa Puja Parishad, Cuttack (2005) 


Countries visited for Study, Research, Lecture and Training 


United Kingdom, United States of America, Canada, 
Switzerland, Norway, Japan, Thailand, South Africa. 


Significant Contributions in the field of Environment 


Research contribution towards elucidation of mechanism 
of photochemical smog formation 

Ecological survey of Mahanadi river 

Preparation of environmental status report on the Anugul- 
Talcher area of Orissa for the first time, leading to detailed 
action plan and subsequent enforcement, for significant 
improvement in the environment of the area 
Development of successful method for land treatment of 
paper mill effluent 

Preparing for the first time the State of Environment 
Report for Orissa in 4 volumes (Water Resources, The 
Atmosphere, Industry and Energy) 

Preparation of Guidelines for green growth of industries 
in Orissa 
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Family 


Prof. Das is married with two children. Wife Mrs. Manasi Das 
is an eminent author in Oriya literature, having won many 
prestigious awards, including the Orissa Sahitya Academy award 
for novel. Son Dr. Sanjoy Das is an Associate Professor in 
Electrical Engineering, Kansas State University, USA. He stays 
in Kansas with wife Indira and son. Daughter Dr. Sangeeta 
Mohanty hotds a doctorate degree in English literature from 
the University of Basel, Switzerland and tives in Basel with 
husband Dr. Sasank Sekhar Mohanty and her two daughters. 


Present Address 
Sarina House 
Plot Number 337 (Behind NCC House), 


Lewis Road, Bhubaneswar 751002 (Orissa) 
Phone - 0674-2431350 
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WHAT OTHERS SAY 
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SOMEONE WHO IS SO DEAR TO ME 


Justice G.B. Pattnaik! 


While in school whenever ! had gone to the football field 
for seeing a football match either on the Police Lines or on 
Kila Maidan where the present Stadium has been constructed, 
1 used to meet a young face either in Cuttack Chandi Chak or 
at Dewan Bazar crossing, but | had no acquaintance with the 
boy. In 1951 when Matriculation results came out, it transpired 
that two students from Mission High School were in the first 
10 ranking and this had created a furore in the educational 
circle. I was then in Class-XI in P.M. Academy and our 
Headmaster, Late B. K. Das had praised those two students 
by uttering their names and had said that those two students 
should be role models for the student community. At that point 
of time | never knew the young boy whom | used to meet 
referred to earlier, is one of them. ! joined Raveshaw College. 
One day I suddenly met that boy who was coming out of 
Chemistry Lecture Theater and I could easily spot the boy and 
found his name as Rebati but everybody used to call him as 
Badi. A year senior to us in the College, his specialty was, not 
only he was good in studies, but also a participant in atl extra 
curricular activities. In the football field he would be there to 
cheer up Ravenshaw team and in Cricket field he would be 
there to support his college team, in the Athletics field he 
would be there. His presence was also prominent in Tea Stall 
on the College square or in the Cinema Hall while seeing a 
cinema. He used to be present in the college corridor where 
usually studious students never meet. Within a year’s time | 


ll 
1 Justice G. B. Pattnaik is the former Chief Justice of India 
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developed good acquaintance with him and came to know that 
his father was the reputed District Judge of Orissa. He was so 
very particular in the extra curricular activities, it was difficult 
to realize that he was equally good in studies, but when !. Sc. 
result came out he came out successful getting First Division. 
He joined Engineering College in Kolkata, but he was so 
homesick that he returned home and took admission in 
Chemistry Honors in Ravenshaw College. | remember in those 
days it was a topic for discussion when a student had come 
back from Engineering College and took admission in the 
general line. 


After completing my !.Sc. | left for Allahabad for my 
graduation and | lost contact with that boy, but suddenly while 
1! was in Allahabad a special train carrying students from Orissa 
had halted in Allahabad enroute Delhi where the students were 
going to visit Industrial fair. | was there at the Railway Station 
of Allahabad and 1! found old friend Badi amongst a group of 
students. After graduation, | came back to Orissa and by that 
time my friend had just finished his M.Sc. in First Class First 
and later joined as a Lecturer in Ravenshaw College. During 
my two years period in Law College | met him several times, 
but mostly in the afternoon after a game in Tennis when ! 
used to come to the South Indian Hotel for tiffin. After finishing 
my Law Examination, ! joined Bar and became a lawyer. ! did 
not get enough time either to visit the football ground or to a 
cinema Hall and consequently | had not met my old friend for 
a considerable period. it is only in 1967 after my marriage, ! 
could discover that the old friend of mine is nobody else but a 
cousin of my wife first. | could gather by then he was out of 
India doing his Post Doctorate Fellowship in the University of 
Leeds in U.K. and soon thereafter he came back to India to 
join as a Lecturer in Ravenshaw College. | stitl remember when 
{ met him in his house with his beautiful wife and two children 
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the old memories flashed. Therefore, our acquaintance, which 
had been transformed to relationship, became closer and we 
came to know each other much better and in greater detail. 
We have gone together to several picture houses and also to 
several restaurants for dinner where we had discussed the 
past. 


In course of time when I established myself as a good 
lawyer, he often told me how an academician is not 
appropriately rewarded in life. He was very sorry and 
sympathetic when my name figured to become a Judge at the 
age of 41 years, but did not pass through on account of some 
mischief by some of our friends and how exuberant he was 
when finally | was elevated as a Judge of Orissa High Court 4 
years after. As a Judge |! was the Chairman of the Selection 
Committee to select Vice-Chancellor of different universities 
in Orissa and each time I held the meeting the first choice 
used to come to mind is Dr. R. C. Das, but being a relation of 
mine it was not possible on my part to sponsor his name. ! 
remember, on one occasion when a Member of the Selection 
Committee (Prof. Bidhubhusan Das) had suggested his name, | 
had to politely say that he is a relation of mine and as such it 
is difficult for me to consider his name. Few years thereafter 
he was selected as a Vice-Chancellor of Berhampur University 
and to his credit, he completed his full tenure in that university. 
When he was a Professor in the Engineering College in Burla, 
suddenly the news spread that he has been forcibly taken away 
by medical college students and his parents became eager to 
know about his well being. The District Collector was my friend 
and | immediately contacted him on telephone who assured 
me that nothing will happen to him and in fact after spending 
a day he was released by the medical college students. | had 
gone to his house during my occasional visit to Sambalpur and 
always he has shown his hospitality and generosity. He became 
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the Chairman of the Pollution Control Board and he was so 
unapproachable that he even did not listen to the Chief Minister 
and prosecuted the Urban Body of Cuttack Municipality. He 
had to pay a price for that, but he never bothered. This 
character came from his father, who was most reputed judge 
in the State of Orissa. After superannuation he used to devote 
time giving consultations and advice to several industrialists as 
he was expert in the field of controlling pollution. Suddenly 
while relaxing with his brother-in-Law at Hirakud he had a 
stroke and he was removed to the neurological Institute of 
Bangalore and after the operation he was fully cured, though 
he lost his smelling sense. He was quite happy with his ways of 
life and whenever he used to come to Delhi he almost made it 
a point to visit our house. He never bothered for his health 
and was undertaking long journeys and in this course again 
had another attack or a stroke on his way to a distant place of 
Koraput. He was brought in a serious condition and after going 
through surgery he was cured but lost his speech permanentally. 
After losing his speech he has developed a sense of frustration, 
may be because of the fact that he has been disabled to 
prosecute his research activities or continue his studious habit. 
His daughter is in Switzerland where he spends six months in a 
year, but whenever he is in India he feels happy to attend any 
function, social or otherwise and enjoys the most. It is difficult 
to understand when the Almighty God punishes such illustrious 
souls. My acquaintance with him dates back to early 50’s and 
during these 50 years it has all along been very cordial. Even 
though I am living in Delhi, but whenever ! visit Orissa ! try to 
make it a point to visit him. When | built my house at 
Bhubaneswar ! used to tell him that | want to spend my retired 
life as his neighbor but destiny has not favoured for executing 
this plan as | stayed back in Delhi and he stays six months in a 
year in Switzerland and rest of the time in Bhubaneswar. From 
an acquaintance it developed to a friendship and finally 
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culminated in relationship, but all through there has been no 
change of attitude. 


I understand that a book is going to be published in his 
honour and a request has been made to me to write a few 
lines. 1 do not know why God has been so unkind to some one 
who is so dear to me. ! had asked several neurologists as to 
whether a man who loses his speaking power can regain it, 
and the answer ! get is in negative, but a few days back | read 
an article in some newspaper where it has been published that 
Stem Cells developed by one Scientist can make it possible to 
recreate the brain cells also. | pray to God that the Scientist 
develop this early so that my friend would get back his speaking 
power. 
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REBATI CHARAN : 
MY BELOVED STUDENT 


{An appreciation by his former teacher) 


Sukumar Aditya! 


I understand that the students and the former colleagues 
of Prof. Rebati Charan Das are planning to bring out a book 
highlighting the achievements of Prof. Das. | appreciate the 
venture. 


| have known Prof. Das since his student days in Ravenshaw 
College, Cuttack. He happens to be one of my brilliant students. 
His cousin Phanindra was his classmate. I could never think of 
Rebati without Phani or Phani without Rebati. They took their 
M. Sc. in 1957. Rebati did his M. Sc. thesis with me and Phani 
with Prof. D. Patnaik, my former teacher. 


In 1958, after my return from the National Research 
Council of Canada, Ottawa, | had both Rebati and Phani as my 
colleagues. We spent out time in teaching, research and other 
academic activities. Rebati at times, came to the college in 
his father’s car, Ford Prefect. One afternoon we thought of 
going to see Rabindra Kumar Nanda, a colleague of ours, who 
was absent for a few days because of illness. Rebati asked me 
if | would like to drive. | agreed. We were to go through 
Chhatrabazar, the wholesale vegetable market of Cuttack. We 
crossed the bridge over the canal and then | practically stopped 
in the crowd. | was not accustomed to using horn in a-car. 
Rebati told me unless | used the horn we would not be able to 


! Dr. Sukumar Aditya is a retired Professor of Chemistry of Calcutta University. 
He now lives at Block- 14: Flat-36,108, M. M. Road, Calcutta-700 054 
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move. It was a practical lesson from my student. We saw 
Rabindra Nanda who was at that time staying in Dolmundei 
and returned. On some Sundays we would go to Puri or Konark; 
Phani used to take care of the catering comprising of meat 
curry, Puri etc. 


In July 1960, | came to Calcutta as a Reader in Physical 
Chemistry in the Department of Applied Chemistry, Calcutta 
University. In 1961, Rebati who had started his research work 
under my guidance in Ravenshaw College took one year’s leave 
and came to Calcutta to complete his work. He stayed with us 
as a member of our family. He was awarded the Ph. D. degree 
of the Utkal University. Subsequently he was in U. K. on a 
Commonwealth scholarship at the University of Leeds where 
he earned a second Ph. D. degree. 


He taught in Ravenshaw College and then moved to the 
University College of Engineering at Burla as the Professor of 
Chemistry. All along he has been a very successful teacher and 
a research worker. 


He spent a year with my friend Prof. Shin Suzuki in the 
University of Chiba, Japan when he developed interest in 
Environmental Science. As a Chairman of the Pollution Control 
Board of Orissa, he made a mark. A brilliant teacher and 
research scientist. His contribution as the Vice-Chancellor of 
Berhampur University is equally remarkable. I always appreciate 
his achievements. 


In the year 2000, Rebati had a very complicated heart- 
surgery and was pursuing a less active life. One fine morning 
in 2002 Rebati arrives at our residence in Calcutta from the 
airport. To our surprise he said he was back from a Conference 
on Environment in South Africa. He asked me to ring up Manashi 
to say that he was with us for the day and would be taking the 
night train. Manasi felt relieved. We wondered at his strength 
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of mind and how with delicate state of health he dared to 
take a trip to South Africa to attend a conference. 


I shall be accused of being partial if 1 don’t mention the 
role of Manasi who has been always a source of inspiration to 
him. She has all along taken good care of him. 


Our closeness continued all these years. On this occasion 
I, on behalf of myself and my wife, convey our best wishes. 
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MEMORY OF PROFESSOR REBATI 
CHARAN DAS IN JAPAN 


Shin Suzuki’ 


Professor Rebati Charan Das came to Japan and joined 
my laboratory, as a foreign research scholar, being selected 
and supported for his living and travel expenses by the Japan 
Society for the Promotion of Science (JSPS), from May 30, 
1977 to September 23, 1978. 


He was engaged in two different research projects 
associated with the staffs of my university during his stay in 
Japan. One was fundamental studies related to the image 
Science and technology, and the other was fundamental studies 
related to environmental science (photochemical air pollution 
problems}. In the former project, Mrs. Kieko Harada (Ph.D., 
Eng. in 1991, now lecturer at several universities in Japan} 
was closely associated with him. In the letter project, Dr. 
Osamu Koga (now, Associate Professor of Chiba University) 
was associated in the former project. Besides these staffs Dr. 
Stefan Stoyanov (JSPS foreign research scholar of Tokyo Institute 
of Technology, now a Professor of Sofia University in Bulgaria) 
was also associated in the former project. Dr. Stoyanov had a 
couple of chances to see Professor R.C. Das at several JSPS 
parties during his stay in Japan. He got interested in the former 
project -of Professor R.C. Das by hearing his speech, and since 
then he had joined the discussions of the former project of 
Professor R. C. Das, and gave him his helpful suggestions quite 
often. 


Professor R. C. Das, has carried out his brilliant research 
and the results were, published in several papers which are 
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shown at the end of this article, and brought much progress in 
my two projects. ! was impressed very much by his earnest 
research attitude, his very deep theoretical and accurate 
thoughts, his skilled experiment, and clear, sharp and appealing 
writings. 


1 was also strongly impressed by his very refined, gentle 
and sharp personality, and his behaviour to others was very 
polite, considerate, kind, and cooperative. Therefore, he was 
respected and loved by many Japanese as well as many 
professors and students of our university. { think highly of him 
as an excellent researcher, and a noble educator. | believe he 
was one of my most sincere and reliable friends in all my life. 


He was associated with many professors, staff and students 
in our university, and in addition to his research work, he has 
much contributions to our understanding of Indian culture and 
customs. He invited us to Indian Embassy, famous Indian 
restaurants, and other places, where we enjoyed a pleasant 
party and met many of his intimate acquaintances. On that 
occasion, he introduced us Indian culture, indian food, cooking 
etc. Since then, we have had new interests in Indian culture 
and customs. 


At the same time, he had strong interests in Japanese 
culture and customs, too. Especially, he seemed to have 
interests in Japanese traditional culture and customs rather 
than modern culture and customs. One day, he told me that 
he want to see the truly traditional and characteristic Japanese 
style garden and want to study the Japanese traditional culture 
such as “Bonsai (potted plant)’. Furthermore, he seemed to 
have strong desires to see landscapes rather than modern cities 
in Japan. 


Then, |! planned to make special long trips to Kyoto and 
Kyushu, from November 2 to November 11, 1977 with him, in 
order to introduce him the Japanese old traditional culture 
and customs and natural beauty of Japan, as well as to attend 
academic meetings. 
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We visited several famous gardens at historical shrines 
and temples in Kyoto, after academic meeting on air potlution 
which was hetd there. I explained to him that there are various 
Japanese traditional customs and manners as well as Japanese 
history which were a little different from the modern customs 
and manners in Japan. Professor R. C. Das seemed to have 
more interest in this garden after visiting it. 


In Kyushu, at first we visited Hakata City, the biggest city 
of Kyushu peninsula where we attended the annual meeting of 
the Japan Society on Air Pollution (now, the Japan Society on 
Atmospheric Environment) and then visited Kyushu University 
for the academic purpose. After that, we moved to Kumamoto 
City, where we visited Kumamoto University and historical 
Kumamoto Castle and vast garden. We then visited the oldest 
hotel of Yatsushiro City, thanks to the kind invitation of the 
relatives of Mr. Nobutoshi Horiuchi. Professor R. C. Das 
experienced there, for the first time. Japanese style vast hot 
spring and enjoyed many unique foods of this district. Next 
day, Mr. Nobutosh Horiuchi and his relatives guided Professor 
R. C. Das to some famous beaches of Kyushu and finally to the 
famous Aso Volcanic Mountain. Professor R.C. Das enjoyed 
watching the crater of this mountain so close at hand, which 
was still active. 


(Mr. Nobutoshi Horiuchi got Ph. D. Eng. In 1985, and retired 
from Chiba University in 1988, to participate Japan-Mexico 
Cooperative works of the JICA environment project. Now he 
has returned to Japan, finishing this project) 

Besides this trip, | believe Prof. R. C. Das had another trip 
and he climbed up Fuji Mountain, which is the most famous 
mountain in Japan. Thus, 1 believe, Professor R. C. Das has 
studied, found, and experienced much of Japanese nature, 
history, tradition, custom and manner, both modern and classical 
aspects of Japan. 

At the end of his stay in Japan, Professor R. C. Das wished 
to bring his family to Japan. We gladly agreed to this plan and 
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heartily welcomed his family to Japan. Thus, his family, namely 
Mrs. Manasi Das (his wife), Mr. Sanjay Das (his son, now 
Associate Professor of Kansas State University, USA, Ph. D.) 
and Miss Lidi Das (his daughter, now, Dr. Sangeeta Mohanty, 
with a doctoral degree in English from the University of Basel, 
Switzerland) arrived on August 8, 1978 and stayed until 
September 30. 


Although it was a short stay of only 54 days, ! believe they 
have enjoyed the association with many Japanese, including 
my family, my staff and students and visiting several places in 
Chiba and Tokyo. 


One day, during this stay, | took Professor R. C. Das and 
his family to the Chiba industrial area which was the biggest 
industrial area in Japan and we visited an electric power station 
and a petroleum refinery firm and looked around some of the 
most advanced facilities for the ‘control of environmental 
pollutions in these factories... After that I took them to the 
beach of Tokyo Bay, where original nature had been recovering, 
and we all enjoyed playing with nature. | hoped this event 
might help him to understand Japanese struggle against 
environmental pollution. 


I gave a farewell party in his honour at the faculty club 
(Shouin Kaikan) of Chiba University, before his leaving Japan 
for India, . About 50 acquaintances gathered there. It was 
truly hard to bid farewell to Professor R.C.Das and family, but 
we encouraged him and his family to further succeed in his 
work in India, too. All those who attended, respected him and 
loved his family, sincerely. It was indeed very exciting, and 
emotional farewell party, filled with spirits of friendship. 


These various old memories of Professor R.C. Das are 
now left at my hands, as many photographs. 


During his $tay in Japan, a new laboratory on environmental 
sciences was built in my university, supported by national 
government funds. | was nominated and appointed as a 
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professor in this new laboratory. Then | moved from the 
Department of Graphic Engineering where | have hitherto 
belonged, to the Department of Industrial Chemistry, where 
the new laboratory was established. 1 started new education 
and research on environmental chemistry there in April 1978. 
Then, | changed the research subject of Professor R. C. Das 
from hitherto “Photochemistry of complexes for imaging 
systems” to “Behavior of free radicals in gas phase” which is 
related to the elucidation of atmospheric reactions in the 
environment. He worked in this project for a half year very 
earnestly. | supposed he might understand the academic 
problems on atmospheric environments in Japan and 
simultaneously he might understand the outline of social 
concerns on air pollution problems in Japan at that time, when 
the air pollution situation in Japan was still severe. | also hoped 
he might possibly understand the significance and necessity to 
‘tackle environmental problems including atmospheric air 
potlution, in India too, as early as possible. 


Professor R. C. Das had, as ! expected, started 
environmental works after his return to India. 


However environmental problems are now rapidly growing 
in the world. International cooperation for the environmental 
problems is sought more and more. In 1988, just one year 
before my retirement from my university, I decided to invite 
Professor, R. C. Das to Japan, in order to discuss with him 
about the cooperative programmes between both countries 
for the future of environmental protection in Asia, as one of 
my final works of my university life. Then 1 invited him to 
Japan again to discuss about our cooperation programmes. 
He kindly agreed to the proposal and he came to Japan again 
on November 15, 1988 and stayed till November 26. We 
discussed about our common environmental problems and 
concluded that we should at first do our mutual communications 
well, for a deeper understanding of the environmental problems 
of the other country. | asked him to write a review on the 
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present situation of environmental problems in India. He agreed 
and sent me immediately this review, after his return to India. 
This review was afterwards published in a famous journal in 
Japan on environmental field, which is shown in the latter 
part of this article. | suppose this review is the first paper in 
Japan, introducing the outlines of the Indian environmental 
situations summarized from the academic point of view. | was 
able to understand Indian environmental situation by this 
review. Furthermore, 1! could attend the International Seminar 
on Environmental problems in India by the kind invitation of 
Professor R. C. Das in January of 1989 and 1! was able to know 
directly the environmental situations in India and to deepen 
my understanding of India. At the same time, I also introduced 
people in India the outline of environmental situation in Japan, 
as well as the pollution control measures in Japan, in this 
seminar. Thus, our mutual communications on environmental 
problems in both countries had started at that time. However, 
it was unfortunate that since | retired from my university, it 
became difficult to continue this joint project smoothly, from 
the human resources and research funds point of view. 


However our friendly relationship with Professor R. C. Das 
has been still continuing. 


During the short stay of Professor R. C. Das in Japan in 
November 1988, my family, and some of my old staffs who 
know him had a pleasant time to be associated with him, 
Professor Junichi Mochinaga, Dr. Kieko Harada, Dr. Osamu Koga, 
Dr. Nobutoshi Horiuchi, Mr. A. Tuan Thai, Mr. Hiroo Takagi and 
so on welcomed him, and talked about their activities. These 
memorable pictures are left in my hand. 

He was also happy to meet new staff and students of my 
laboratory. | made a small trip with him to introduce Shounan 
area such as Kamakura, Zushi, and Yokosuka, with other foreign 
guests during his stay in Japan. 

It has already been 20 years since Professor R. C. Das’s 
last visit to Japan in 1988. Although we live quite far apart 
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from each other, our communications have been continuing 
by Christmas, or New Year greeting cards and so on. Every 
year | felt happy to know that he has made much contributions 
to Indian society in both aspects of the managements of 
university educations and the management of environment 
improvements. 


However, | received a letter from his daughter who stays 
in Switzerland a few years ago. From this letter, | came to 
know that his health has been in bad condition in Switzerland. 
| was very surprised and received a big shock. ! prayed hard 
for his recovery. Fortunately, according to the recent letter 
from Mrs. Manasi Das, it seemed he had been recovering. 
According to her letter, | knew that he could travel and he 
returned to India recently. t still prayed for his recovery and 
return to his original activity. 


I would like to congratulate him heartily for his turning 72 
years old on April 8 this year. 


Furthermore ! am very pleased to know that a publication 
is being planned on his life and various achievements he has 
made, by his intimate associates, and ! sincerely appreciate to 
the persons concerned in India for giving me an honour to join 
this project. 

I believe this publication will be memorized for ever in our 
university and many Japanese who were associated with 
Professor R. C. Das in Japan, as a valuable historical record of 
friendship between Japan and India. 


List of publications with Professor R. C. Das: 


1) Shin Suzuki, Rebati C. Das, Kieko Harada; Studies on Diazo 
Type Process VI Physico-chemical Studies on 1-(p- 
Dimethylaminophenylazo)2-naphthol-3, 6-disulfonic Acid in 
Aqueous Solutions. Bull. Chem. Soc. Japan Vol 
51(No.7)2136-2141(1978-7) 
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2) 


3) 


4) 


Shin Suzuki, Osamu Koga, Rebati. C. Das; Analysis of Ethyl 
Nitrate by Chemical lonization Mass Spectrometry, Chem. 
Left, Vol.1978, 573-574, (1978-6) 


Rebati. C. Das, Osamu Koga, Shin Suzuki; Chemical 
lonization Mass Spectrometry of Alkyl Nitrates and Nitrites, 
Bull. Chem. Japan Vol 52(No.1) 65-68, (1979) 


Shin Suzuki, Yoshio Hori, Rebati, C. Das, Osamu Koga; 
Chemical lonization Mass Spectrometry of Epoxides, Bull. 
Chem. Soc. Japan, Vol 53(No.5) 1451-1452(1980-5) 


Shin Suzuki, Rebati. C. Das, Kieko Harada, Stefan Stoyanov; 
Studies on Diazo Type Process VII, Electronic Spectra of 2- 
(Substituted phenylazo)-1-naphthol-4-sulfonic Acid. Bull. 
Chem. So. Japan, Vol. 53(No. 4). 2666-2670, (1980-10) 


Rebati Charan Das, (Translated by Shin Suzuki); The Present 
Situation of Environmental Pollutions and its Control in 
India; industrial Pollution Control, Vol.26(No.2) 13-22 
(1990-2) 


‘HOW NOBLE IN REASON... HOW 
INFINITE IN FACULTY’ 


G. K. Das 


Let me begin with old Vachu Bhai’s tea shop across 
Ravenshaw College in the late 1950s. It used to be a favourite 
haunt of underdogs like us. Rebati Babu (Professor R C Das) 
and two/three of his close pals like Phani babu (Professor P. B. 
Das) and others would be daily seen there in mid-mornings, 
for half an hour or so, never much longer, for the call of the 
Lab was almost religiousty firm and punctual. Research was 
their passion; over tea they talked research and rarely of other 
things. While | occasionally wrote poems on the College and its 
beautiful lawns and flowers and smart young ladies, Rebati 
babu and his friends produced research papers. Only later on, 
when Rebati babu was married to the gifted writer Manasi, he 
inspired envy in the minds of many! 


I was then a 
lecturer in the English 
department and, | 
think, Rebati babu and 
his friends were 
research scholars, in 
the department of 
Chemistry. It was 
easier those days to 
find a lectureship in 
English than ‘in 
Chemistry, Physics or Mathematics. Very little research was 


! Prof. G. K. Das was a Professor of English, Dethi University and is former 
Vice Chancellor of Utkat University, Bhubaneswar. 


done in English then, but research Labs, especially in Chemistry, 
‘bristled with activity. Professors like the late Balabhadra Prasad, 
Mahendra Rout (subsequently Principal, Ravenshaw College, and 
Vice Chancellor, Utkal University) and others were eminently 
inspirational figures in the Chemistry department. 


My acquaintance with Rebati babu grew into close friendship 
when, in the mid-1960s, he with his family and ! with mine, 
went to Britain with a Commonwealth scholarship to work for 
the Ph D degree. We visited each other; Manasi and my wife 
Bulbul became great friends as did the children—Sinu and Meeta. 
In turn, at Leeds and at Cambridge we used to talk past 
midnight, of various things: latest researches at Leeds and 
Cambridge, the Indian student community at the two 
Universities, our children’s future, and the future of India. 
What left a deep impression on my mind during those long 
conversations was Rebati babu’s thoroughly relaxed engagement 
with each topic that we discussed; he would never get tense 
or over-worked on any issue. He respected difference of 
approach and opinion, and had a remarkably urbane, tolerant 
and appreciative view of positions other than his own. This 
great quality in him made him an exceptionally popular teacher. 
That his students adored him became almost a legend and was 
known far and wide. 


That behind a man’s many successes is the hand of a 
woman was eminently illustrated in the role that Manasi played 
in Rebati babu’s life. Manasi impressed Bulbul and me as 
extraordinarily able and gifted person. While Rebati babu was 
patently inefficient in handling difficult and delicate situations 
of the household, Manasi handled those with great sensitivity, 
pragmatism and patience. When a child was sick (their second 
child—a daughter—was born in Leeds, and was nicknamed Lidy), 
Manasi was unperturbed, and patiently did what precisely 
needed to be done, praying silently for the child’s recovery. 
Rebati babu seemed to an unflinching faith in Manasi’s healing 
touches; he would do nothing but maintain a cultivated 
detachment, as it were! 


To me, Rebati babu in his pursuit of knowledge in a spirit 
of detachment, cool rationality, calmness in moments of crisis, 
love of the other—even of someone who opposed him—and 
nobility of the heart, often seemed to me as a Buddhist icon. 
| have heard the long periods of his suffering and sicknesses 
that he went through at various stages, in patience and with a 
faith in the unseen, as a valiant soldier in the battle of life. 
Staying away in Delhi, Bulbul and | always kept news of him 
and Manasi and wished them success in whatever they undertook 
to do. As Vice Chancellor of the University of Berhampur, Rebati 
babu was known for his steadfast devotion to the academic 
development of the University and his non-partisan support 
for faculty and student who distinguished themselves by their 
merit. His whole-hearted dedication the University was 
spectacularly matched by Manasi’s tireless work in an old 
people’s home that she was then looking after in the 
neighbourhood of the University. 


Rebati babu and | had more frequent occasions to meet 
when, in the 1990s, | was Vice Chancellor of Utkal University 
and he was Chairman of the State Pollution Control Board. His 
was a very challenging but in some ways a rather nebulous 
task, it seemed to me, but his accomplishments were being 
talked of in various quarters in and outside the State of Odisha. 


The caption of this short piece on Professor R C Das is 
taken from Shakespeare’s well-known play Hamlet: Prince of 
Denmark. In the play, Denmark is described to be in a ‘rotten 
state.’ For the Prince of Denmark, ‘the time is out of joint.’ 
Amidst all turmoil and trouble, Hamlet nonetheless views the 
creation of man as ‘a noble piece of work’: ‘Noble in reason 
«. infinite in faculty.’ That is how human beings are created by 
the Creator. If at any stage there is decline of values, and 
disorder, we look up to some truly inspiring individuats for 
guidance. Rebati babu certainly is one of those truly inspiring 
individuals. 


PROFESSOR R. C. DAS-A TRIBUTE 


Prasanta K. Mishra! 


| first met Prof. Das (Badi) when we were both studying 
at Ravenshaw College. He was one year junior to me. ! was a 
student of Physics Honours while he was a student of Chemistry 
Honours. The only common factor at that time was that our 
fathers were both District Judges serving in Orissa. Both of us 
continued to study M.Sc. at Ravenshaw College. ! became a 
lecturer in physics in 1956 while he became a lecturer in 
chemistry in 1957 in the same college presumably because we 
stood first in our respective disciplines in the O.P.S.C. interview. 
Our friendship grew with time and we became So close friends 
that in the 1959 general elections, when both us were appointed 
Presiding Officers, we went to the Collector to request him to 
assign us to be in same groups A & B so that we could share 
the same truck with our polling officers. We spent three weeks 
travelling in the rural areas of Cuttack. Eventually, we used to 
share the same Rickshaw to come home from the college since 
my house in cantonment was on the way to his home in Khatbin 
Sahi. 

1 attended Badi’s wedding ceremony, held with great pomp 
and ceremony in Kendrapada where his father-in-law was a 
famous doctor and the local M.L.A. His wife Manu Apa (Mrs. 
Manasi Das) was a close friend of my wife Swayamprava since 
their fathers were very close friends. Both of us were doing 
research at Ravenshaw College under different Professors. 
However, I left for U.S.A. in 1963 to do my Ph.D. after | 
received a Fulbright grant. Badi completed his Ph. D. at Cuttack 
and eventually went to U.K. with a Commonwealth Fellowship. 
He did a second Ph. D. in U.K. After completing my Ph. D. and 
Post-Doctoral research, I-joined Utkal University as a Reader 


! Prof. Prasanta K. Misra, Department of Physics, University of Houston, TX, U.S.A. 


in Physics while Badi joined Ravenshaw College. However, during 
most weekends, we used to go to Puri or Konark with our 
friend Prabhat Misra and his wife who used to stay at Vani 
Vihar. | returned to India and joined University Cotlege of 
Engineering at Burla as Professor and Head of Department of 
Physics. Badi had already joined there as Professor and head 
of Dept. of Chemistry. Since I did not like the official quarters 
allotted to me (a huge Bungalow, almost surrounded by the 
Medical College and just deserted by the Principal because he 
had been attacked by a group of students of the Medical 
College), | stayed alone with Badi and Manu Apa for 
approximately three weeks before I! could find a house on 
rent. Later, 1 moved to the same Bungalow, which was by that 
time divided into two parts, one-half of which was occupied 
by Professor Prafulla Pati of Sambalpur University. | can never 
forget the hospitality of Badi and Manu Apa (a famous writer 
of short stories in Oriya) during the one year ! spent at Burla, 
before | jointed Berhampur University as Professor and Head 
of Department in February 1974. 

We continued to meet from time to time until left for 
U.S.A. in July 1984. Eventually | settled in U.S.A. | met them 
again in December 1992 when Badi was appointed as the 
Chairman of the Orissa State Pollution Control Board for a 
period of 6 years. He had done very impressive research on 
Environment at UCE, Burla in association with Professor Madhab 
Das of Biology Dept. of Sambalpur University. We continued to 
meet during my periodic visits to Orissa. During my last visit in 
2005, 1 learnt that he had suffered a stroke and was being 
treated in Switzerland. |! was overwhelmed with the tragic 
news and the agony. that Manu Apa must have had during 
these years. 

Badi is one of my best friends, a great researcher and 
above all a great human being. | hope and pray for a long life 
for him for the sake of Manu Apa. No amount of praise can 
express my feelings for Badi, a genuine friend, an excellent 
scholar and very compassionate human being. He was an able 
administrator and a great teacher. | am looking forward to 
meet him during my next visit to Orissa. 

eee 


OUR MEMORABLE DAYS 


P. B. Tripathy’ 


My association with Badi (Rebati) dates back to nearly six 
decades. We came to know each other not as classmates but 
in an unexpected circumstance. During my school/college career 
I was residing with my Grandfather at Telenga bazaar, Cuttack. 
During summer 1949 my youngest aunt (father’s sister) and 
uncle (her husband) Late Ghanshyam Das 1.P.S. came to our 
house to spend the summer. When Rebati’s father Late Bipra 
Charan Das was posted as District judge at Koraput, my uncle 
was posted as the Superintendent Police, Koraput. It is at 
Jeypore (Dist. Headquarters of Koraput) Badi’s mother met 
my aunt. They became so intimate that Badi’s mother adopted 
my aunt as her daughter. There was regular exchange of Saris 
and gifts between my aunt and Badi’s mother. In summer 
1949 when Badi’s mother came to know that my aunt has 
come to Cuttack, she came with her youngest son (Badi) to 
our house. It’s now vivid in my mind that Badi was dressed in a 
brown half pant and a pale green half shirt and sat near me to 
see how | was gutting my badminton racket. He asked me a 
few questions like where do | study and in which class. t told 
him that | am in Ravenshaw collegiate in Class IX. Then | saw a 
smile in his face and he said “then we are classmates” excepting 
that | am in Mission School. We went on talking briefly about 
studies in school and other activities. My aunt served us with 
some snacks and she was happy to see that Badi got a friend 
to tatk to. As the sun went down Badi and his mother got up to 
go to their house at Khatbin Sahi at Cuttack. So our friendship 


1 Dr. P. B. Tripathy, after having worked as a college teacher in various 
colleges of Orissa in the Orissa Education Service, joined the University 
Grants Commission, New Delhi, from where he retired as Joint Director. 


lasted for a couple of hours and we never knew that we will 
again meet somewhere. 


I got admitted in Ravenshaw college in the year 1951. Our 
classes were to start in July 15 or so. But that year the 
college witnessed a student strike in protest of fees hike. 
Being fresh from school we never knew what a strike is. But 
our seniors like Late Nandini Satpathy, Late Dr. Rajendra Ku. 
Das, Late Prabir Palit and Barrister Govind Das with their 
provocative and persuasive anti-government speeches rnotivated 
us to boycut classes. On the other hand, some teachers used 
to persuade us to attend the classes. One such teacher was Dr. 
D. V. Raman Rao, a lecturer in Chemistry who picked up a 
group of students in front of Chemistry Lecture Theatre. | 
was in that group and the only familiar face that ! saw there 
was that of Badi, whom | met for the second time. | introduced 
myself to Badi and came to know that he also got admitted in 
Ravenshaw College. The strike took an ugly turn when police 
had to resort to lathi charge and blank fire to disperse the 
students who were picketing in front of the Orissa Legislative 
Assembly hall (at that time the Ravenshaw College Hall used to 
be the venue of Orissa Legislative Assembly). The college was 
closed sine-die. In early August, 51 the strike was called off 
and our classes commenced with all seriousness. 


Badi was obviously a small smart boy. He purchased a 
courses of studies for 1.Sc. and one day told me see “how vast 
is the course..we missed lot of classes...do you think we can 
cope with these”? | was certainly not that serious in studies 
and gave an evasive reply. But from that day I could gauge 
how serious he is in studies. Our first year annual examination 
was held in April 52. The then Principal Prof. Golak Behari 
Banerjee used to call each student and give away the mark 
sheets with his comments. | remember that Badi scored very 
good marks in first year annual examination. 


Normally for commuting between home to college, the 
boys used bi-cycles or town bus and girl students used rickshaw. 


Badi and Kuna (Late Phanindra Bhusan Das, who was our class 
mate too} used a Rickshaw for their commutation. | was little 
puzzled as to why they are not using bike? Subsequently | 
came to know from a relative of mine that due to some physical 
problem Badi was medically advised not to ride a bi-cycle. 


Time went on-we passed the 1.Sc. examination in 1953 
and pursued our B.Sc. course in the same college with Chemistry 
Honours. Badi did extremely well in the Honours and secured 
the First Position with Distinction in Physics and mathematics. 


After B.Sc., (1955) we decided to pursue our studies for 
a Master’s degree in Chemistry at Ravenshaw cotlege. At that 
time there were only 8 seats for the M.Sc. (Chemistry) course 
in Orissa, since Ravenshaw College was the only institution in 
the state, which offered M.Sc. course in Chemistry. In M.Sc. 
the 8 of us were Rebati, Phani. Myself, Prabhat, Bamdey, Satchi, 
J. Rao and Tejkumari. 


During our post graduate studies we came to know each 
other more intimately. Since, we had to stay after college 
hours to complete our research project, a requirement at 
that time for M.Sc. degree, six of us (Tejkumari discontinued 
and Rao never joined us) were going to South Indian Hotel in 
front of our college to have one Masala Dosa and a cup of 
Coffee or tea to satiate our hunger. Then we chat for a while 
before resuming our work. When we have less pocket money 
we go to Bachu Bhai shop to have a Samosa and half cup tea 
with a total cost of 50 paise compared to 75, at the South 
Indian. Our classes came to an end in March / April 57 and the 
M.Sc. final examination was in June 57. Results were published 
around the end of Juty same year. 


Rebati stood first in the M.Sc. examination and was the 
recipient of Gold medal. After a brilliant academic carrier, 
Rebati joined as a lecturer at Ravenshaw college and so also 
Phani. Prabhat joined at SCS college, Puri. | continued as a 
CSIR research Fellow at Ravenshaw college for one year after 


which was posted at FM College, Balasore. | came to Ravenshaw 
college in 1961. 


As lecturers, we were doing research after the college 
hours. So almost everyday after the classes are over, we used 
to get some tiffin from one sweetmeat stall namely College 
Cabin and since the proprietor was one Madan Sahoo, generally 
we called madana dokana. By that time our group was large 
and we used to contribute Rs.1/- each to get a basketful of 
Bada and a pot of curry. We sit in front of Chemistry Room 
No. 20 facing the college field and consume those delicious 
food. If Dr. Nanda, our revered teacher, happen to see us 
eating those goodies warn us that such stuff will cause all kind 
of stomach problem and advice us not to eat the same. 
However, we still used the same stuff occasionally and our 
digestive system developed enough immunity to those 
polymerized oil. 


It was another coincidence that four of us namely, Rebati, 
Phani, Prabhat and myself got married in the year 1962. After 
our marriage, the four couples shared many unforgettable 
moments. Some of those innocent pleasures that we shared 
are visit to Railway hotel at Puri to have a typical four course 
lunch for Rs.5/- per head and then escalated to Rs.7/- and 
now Rs.135/-. Among our classmates, Prabhat had a car and 
Badi had a car. In one of our trips to Puri the car fan belt 
broke. There was no way to get a spare on the highway. So 
somebody suggested that let the ladies spare the rope that’s 
used in their petticoat. That was done and somehow using 
that the car could reach Puri. Similarly, in another trip we four 
couples with our Physics colleague Dr. Prashant Mishra and his 
wife Syamprava, headed to Konark. We planned to spend the 
night there and would see the sunrise at Chandrabhaga in the 
next morning. We did not realize that there is no hotel to stay 
at Konark. We saw that the Pantha Nivas is under construction 
and a hall like structure in the ground floor is ready. We 
requested the man in charge of the construction to allow us to 
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use the hall for one night. Initially he was reluctant but hearing 
that all of us were from Ravenshaw college he kindly permitted 
us to stay. We had great time in that place and were gossiping 
till early hours of the morning and as a result, could not wake 
up early to see the sunrise at Chandrabhaga. But in any case 
we went to Chandrabhaga and spent a couple of hours in the 
sea coast. By 11.30 AM in the morning all of us were hungry, 
particularly Manu apa (badi’s wife) was very hungry. After the 
local market survey, being attracted by the aroma of some 
fish fry we ended up in a small but neat and clean thatched 
hotel room. The menu was rice, dal, sag, fried fish, fried 
brinjal and papad. Since all of us were very hungry we really 
relished the food. This incident was sometime in December, 
1962. 


At some other time Badi also took me to his father-in- 
laws house at Kendrapara where we had a sumptuous lunch. 
During our talk with Badi’s father-in-law Dr. Kanungo, it was 
revealed that Dr. Kanungo and my father were classmates at 
medical School, Cuttack. Dr. Kanungo expressed his great 
satisfaction to have a son-in-law like Badi, who was an 
outstanding scholar and a good teacher without any bad habit 
like smoking or chewing pan. 


As lecturer in Chemistry, Badi was teaching Physical 
Chemistry both at undergraduate and post graduate classes. 
He established his credibility as an outstanding teacher and 
was highly respected by his students. While teaching at 
Ravenshaw college, Badi pursued research under the able 
guidance of Dr. Sukumar Aditya, who was Reader in Chemistry 
in the same college. | was also engaged in research under the 
guidance of Prof. M. K. Rout. It was again a coincidence that 
both Badi and myself submitted our Ph.D. thesis at the same 
time and we received our Ph.D. degree certificate in the 
convocation of Utkal University held sometime in December 
1964. The other person who also got his Ph.D. degree with us 
was Prof. Ashok Shankar Mitra. 1 still have a picture of three 


of us with that convocation attire. 


After earning our Ph.D. Degree, Badi went to Leeds 
University at UK as a Commonwealth Fellow and | left for US 
in 1968 as a Post-Doc fellow at Washington State University. 
We lost intimate contact for three to four years. While | 
continued with the state Govt. service, Badi was selected a 
Professor at Burla Engineering College in the year 1971 and ! 
went to UGC in 1980. In 1981 I came to Burla with my son 
Sandeep for counselling for admission into Regional Engineering 
College. At that time Badi advised my son to pursue for a 
degree in Production Engineering at M.N. Regional Eng. College 
at Allahabad. My son respected his advice and graduated from 
REC, Allahabad. During our stay at Burla, Badi invited us to his 
house for dinner and we had a good time with the kind 
hospitality of Manu apa - she is indeed a good host. After | 
moved to Delhi the distance stood as a wall between our 
friendship. However, whenever Badi used to go to Delhi for 
any work he made it a point to meet me at the UGC office. 
When he joined as the Chairman of the Orissa Pollution Control 
Board, his visit to Delhi was more frequent and we met there 
several times. Badi used to show me his write-up in Oriya on 
various aspects of Pollution Control. 


Subsequently he became the Vice Chancellor of Berhampur 
University and he came several times to me for expediting 
various pending issues of the university. He managed his tenure 
at the University with great success. It is during his tenure 
that the personal promotion scheme was expedited and many 
teachers got their long awaited promotion. 


It so happened that, after retirement both of us got settled 
at Bhubaneswar in the same locality and our houses are barely 
one furlong apart. Badi piloted a project on water body creation 
and maintenance with assistance from Canadian Government. 
They developed water bodies at NICCO park, Vani Vihar and 
Laksmisagar. When the project was at its peak, God became 
cruel to Badi and he suffered from a serious cardiac problem. 
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Thanks to Dr. Rai Choudhari, who operated upon him at Kalinga 
Hospital and did the heart valve replacement successfully in 
the year 2001. He recovered well and resumed his project 
work with a lot of vigour. His project took him to Jeypore in 
2003 where he suffered from a brain stroke that affected his 
speech centre. We meet very often since then, but no more 
we can communicate in the same frequency. Though Badi 
understands what ! say, but replies are monosyllabic. |! know 
he likes me and my wife and wants to visit us very frequently. 
I see a smile in his face when he sees me in my house and we 
still eat Bada in our house or his house, which reminds us of 
our days in the college... 


Lastly, | complement Manu Apa (Mrs. Das) for taking good 
care of Badi despite all adverse situations. If today Badi is 
moving around and cheerful, it is because of effective nursing 
and care that she provides. 


A MEMOIR ON PROFESSOR 
REBAT! CHARAN DAS 


Madhab C. Dash! 


In the year 1973, | joined as a Reader in Ecology in the 
department of Biological Sciences of Sambalpur University and 
worked there as a Professor from 1976 to 1997. ! had the 
pleasure of working both in the field study and laboratory on 
ecological and environmental issues and to interact professionally 
with some distinguished scientists including Dr. Rebati Charan 
Das, the then Professor of Chemistry in the University College 
of Engineering, Burla, Sambalpur. 


Prof. Rebati Charan Das and |! collaborated as Principal 
Investigators in a research project entitled “Pollution Load 
and Water Quality in Mahanadi System”, funded by MoEF, New 
Delhi from 1982 - 1985. Dr. Pramod Chandra Mishra, at present 
professor in the department of Environmental Science of 
Sambalpur University, worked as a Research Associate in the 
project. The project work provided opportunity for academic 
interaction in the formulation, planning, designing and 
execution of the research work, analysis and publications. Dr. 
Shradhakar Supakar, an eminent citizen and parliamentarian 
from Sambalpur, who was also associated with Sambalpur 
University as a Member of Syndicate and Senate for many 
years took much interest in the project work and in the findings 
as the project deatt with the water quality and mercury pollution 
in “Ib river”, a tributary of Mahanadi rivers system, which is 
the life line for the people of the area. 


4 Prof. Madhab Chandra Dash was former Vice Chancellor of Sambalpur 
University and former Chairman of the State Pottution Control Board. 


Prot. Das, an eminent Physical tnemist, aid ms M. SC. And 
Ph. D. from Utkal University and later another Ph. D. at Leeds 
University, England, with a Commonwealth Fellowship. He also 
worked as a Visiting Scientist in Japan under Japanese Society 
for Promotion of Science (JSPS) fellowship on Environmental 
Pollution from May 1977 to October, 1978. After returning 
from Japan, Prof. Das became interested on Environmental 
problems, especially water and air pollution issues and on 
environmental Laws. He made significant contributions to the 
development of the Board as the Chairman during its formative 
years from 1986 to 1992 and later from 1995 to 1997. He was 
a Member of Central Pollution Control Board, New Delhi. His 
interpretation of Environmental laws, rules and notifications 
and their application, was highly appreciated in many quarters. 
He also served as Vice-Chancellor of Berhampur University from 
1992-1995. 


Prof. Das is an eminent academician and environmental 
scientist and has contributed to the environmental welfare of 
Orissa by his writings, interactions with the Government and 
publications. 


Prof. Das motivated me to join Orissa Pollution Control 
Board as Chairman from December 1997 to July 2001 and also 
as Vice-Chancellor of Sambalpur University from July 2001 to 
July 2004. In view of my close association and academic 
interaction, | deem it a great pleasure to write this memoir 
on a nice person and a good scientist. During our research 
collaboration, Prof. Das and his wife, Mrs. Manasi Das (a writer 
in Oriya literature) became close family friends and we had 
the opportunity to know each other not only as collaborating 
scientists but as individuals. | remember many stimulating 
discussions during project group meetings, seminars and social 
get togethers. 


He is nifty, sociable, witty and makes friends easily. He 
makes social get togethers interesting by telling about his 


associations with different laboratories and scientist in India, 
England and Japan. He also loves good food and pleasantly 
enjoys a scotch drink in social get togethers. The lady behind 
the success of Dr. Das is Mrs. Manasi Das, who has nourished 
and nurtured him and we are sure that Mrs. Das is the 
inspiration of this loveable scientist. 


My wife, Sovita joins me in wishing a long happy life to 
Prof. R. C. Das and his wife. 


AS | REMEMBER... 


R. C. Mohanty! 


As a student in Ravenshaw college, Cuttack; | had the 
opportunity to get acquainted with Sri Rebati Charan Das of 
Chemistry Department during the late 50’s and early 60's. 
Besides being a brilliant teacher he was loved by all for his 
simplicity, friendly behaviour and participation in various college 
activities. Though we parted in different directions, ! could 
still continue to keep track of his achievements in professional 
career through family contacts. 

After two and half decades when he became the Chairman 
of State Pollution Control Board, Orissa (SPCB), it again offered 
me an opportunity to come in direct contact with him. My 
colleagues of smelter and power plant at Angul had informed 
me earlier about his visit to their plant and opined that he was 
a very strict administrator. He subsequently visited the mines 
and the alumina refinery where | was working. When we had 
detailed discussions after the visit, he appreciated the good 
works done by the Company and recommended for certain 
improvements expressing concern for the local people. This 
enhanced my regards for him, as a man who was really 
concerned for the State and the people. 

Always his objective was to ensure that industries not 
only comply to the statutory provisions but also earn appreciation 
of the public, which in turn would bring success to SPCB. Further, 
his proactive actions as the Chairman of the Pollution Control 
Board aimed at long term benefit to the industries that would 
lead the way for the industrial development in the State. This 
was the period of late 80’s when industrial and economic growth 
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in the country was very slow. The existing industries were 
struggling for survival. He realized the problems of industries 
and was always prepared for detailed discussions with the 
management to understand their constraints. It helped to find 
out the possible ways to bring incremental improvements in 
their efforts to control pollution. Infact the IS0-14000 system 
brought this concept later on in 1990’s. In order to reduce 
environmental impact in the vicinity, he also suggested various 
local area development activities by industries; like drinking 
water supply, health care with occupational health studies, 
plantations etc. As a measure to minimize the impact of 
fluoride pollution in the endemic zone, NALCO initially provided 
drinking water facility to 11 villages and subsequently to 13 
additional villages around the smelter plant at Angul. Nearly a 
decade after, the industries are now advised to carry out such 
activities which are undertaken as “Corporate Social 
Responsibility.” 

The scientist in him inspired the Board and the industries 
to work on various research and investigation projects. Many 
project reports, research papers and approach notes for further 
studies to solve problems were prepared during his tenure in 
SPCB. These include pollution in Brahmani river, Regional 
Environment Impact Assessments, Zoning Atlas etc. Besides 
case to case studies of pollution problems of each industry, 
studies were conducted for various industrial sectors i.e 
Aluminium, Steel, Cement, Chemical, Thermal Power Plants 
etc. This helped in preparing guidelines both for SPCB and 
industries. Based on these studies, he could fight at Central 
Pollution Control Board (CPCB) to bring justice to the industries 
of the State. He helped in development of norms and standards 
for Indian and local conditions. tn spite of this, wherever there 
was any serious pollution, he as the head of the regulatory 
authority, was very strict to take action against the defaulting 
industry. 

During his tenure he raised the issues of pollution by 
municipal bodies, hospital wastes, pollution problems in urban 


areas and small scale unorganized sectors, which later on came 
under the purview of SPCB. State Pollution Control Board of 
Orissa grew with new laboratories and new facilities and various 
innovative projects were also undertaken. He was very 
concerned about location of new industries for which Board 
conducted various regionalized studies. This restricted 
establishment of industries in endemic and highly polluted zones 
while earmarked areas suitable for industrial growth. In the 
late 80’s and early 90’s the Anugul-Talcher area was declared 
as one of the 13 major polluted places in the country. Based 
on the studies of SPCB, he accepted the views of CPCB and 
MoEF (India). It was his continuous efforts which made the 
industries of the area take adequate pollution control measures. 
In due course of time visible improvements were seen. During 
his second tenure as Chairman, SPCB, Orissa, the pollution 
level of this area was significantly reduced. The zero discharge 
of NALCO and efficiency in controlling pollution was achieved 
under his guidance. The NGOs who were making the life of 
managers miserable, gradually toned down. After his retirement 
with a Special assignment given by CPCB for finalizing the 
norms for declaring any area to be highly polluted, he organized 
meetings to establish that Angul-Talcher area is no more a 
major polluted zone in the country. 

In his soft manner, but with tough attitude he had handled 
the NGOs bringing irrelevant allegations against the industries 
and also Pollution Control Board. At the same time, wherever 
he found any justification in their allegations, he took 
appropriate action for improving the environmental 
performances of the industries. Many industries including RSP, 
Jayshree Chemicals, J.K. Paper Mills, Seva Paper Mills etc. and 
various coal and other mines have been benefited by his efforts. 

He was a true leader, scientist of repute and a good 
manager. During his tenure SPCB, Orissa achieved the 
recognition as one of the best in the country, as |! came to 
know from the then senior officials of CPCB and MoEF. Industries 
liked him and his attitude. His reports, books, publications 
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and research papers would be remembered for a long time as 
a testimony of his contribution to environmental science. 

Professor Rebati Ch. Das actively participated in seminars 
and workshops organized on environment related issues. During 
his talks and deliberations he was frank to admit that the 
regulatory authorities like SPCB cannot be truly effective unless 
public awareness increases. He was firmly of the view that 
other environmental issues and pollution problems like sewage, 
garbage, automobiles, urban problems, unorganized sectors, 
chemicals used for the agriculture, pisciculture and poultry, 
hospital waste, deforestation etc., which have been increasing 
due to poputation growth, should be addressed urgently. 

Even after retirement, his concern for environmental issues 
of the State continued with various project works. His best 
effort in this has been the Project Water which aimed for 
improving the water quality of important water bodies of the 
State Capital by biological treatment. With Canadian Govt. 
aid and support of XIM, he developed 3 major water bodies of 
Bhubaneswar i.e. Nicco park, Utkal University and Lakshmi 
Sagar. 

I had the opportunity of being associated with him in 
many of his projects. Some of these unfortunately could not 
be implemented. Though | was having a different assignment, 
we had gone together to Jeypore in Koraput District. He wanted 
to study the. possibility of improving Jagannath Sagar which 
provides water to the town. He had also been thinking about 
the scope of improving such major water supply tanks in most 
of the towns in western Orissa. Unfortunately he suffered 
during this visit to Jeypore. As a result these projects could 
not be materialized. Such projects including development of 
Ansupa lake, was very dear to him. Hope some day his dreams 
would be fulfilled. 


SOME UNFORGETTABLE MOMENTS 
WITH PROF. (DR.) R.C. DAS 


Akhila Kumar Swar! 


I had the opportunity to meet Prof. R.C. Das for the first 
time during July 1988 at Bhubaneswar. Sinu, the only son of 
Prof. Das was my colleague in the college of Engineering and 
Technology (CET) at Bhubaneswar as a lecturer. When | was 
very much inclined to pursue Masters in Engineering, | applied 
to Asian Institute of Technology (AIT), Bangkok, seeking a 
scholarship. | was selected for the study with Canadian 
international Development (CIDA) Scholarship. But ! was in a 
state of total confusion in selecting the field of study. Before 1 
finally made up my mind to send confirmation to AlT, | talked 
to Sinu, who advised me to consult his father who was a brilliant 
academician and had widely travelled across the globe. ! met 
Prof. R.C. Das at his residence at Nayapalli and after discussion 
{ learnt that scope in the field of Environment was emerging 
in the globe. At that time one or two IITs of our country were 
offering Masters degree in Environmental Engineering. Since | 
had studied subject of environmental engineering in the final 
year of the B.E. in Civil Engineering, | offered for Environmental 
Engineering for M.E. Course for which I was selected, before 
proceeding to AIT. I took it as a challenge without knowing 
much about the future of the study. At that time also the 
pollution control activities vis-a-vis industrial scenario was not 
much visible. Later, | could realize the importance of the 
subject after interaction with my foreign class mates, 
professors and in the conferences. 


1 Dr. Akhila Kumar Swar is a Senior Environmental Engineer in the Orissa 
State Poltution Control Board, Bhubaneswar-751012 
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Prof. Das was a source of inspiration to me all the way. 
Before | started preparing the proposal of M.E. thesis work, I 
sought his guidance. During those days Angul - Talcher area 
was an established industrial area of the state with NALCO 
(CPP & Smelter), TTPS, FCI, Coal mines of MCL etc. Not 
much study had been conducted to assess the pollution status 
of the area by that time. Being inspired by Prof. Das, | 
submitted a proposal to Canadian International Development 
Agency (CIDA) through AIT, for sponsorship to conduct a study 
“Environmental Impact of Industrial Pollution- A case study of 
Angul-Talcher Industrial Area, Orissa”, which was accepted. | 
came to india during 1989-90 and completed monitoring and 
field work in Angul-Talcher area under the guidance of Prof. 
Das. 


After submission of thesis to AIT, the findings of the study 
was taken by Prof. Das to the Central Pollution Control Board 
and MoEF which became one of the basis for declaring Angul- 
Talcher Area as one of the most highly polluted areas of the 
country - a hotspot, with an objective to draw action plan to 
take up all preventive and curative measures to curb pollution 
in the area, improve environmental management with priority. 
Whatever achievements have been made in the Angul-Talcher 
area, are the result of continuous efforts made by the Board 
since then. 


Whenever | visited the house of Prof. R.C. Das in the 
morning/evening 1 found both Prof. Das and Madam Das in 
writing mode either on the dining table or drawing room. The 
valuable publications made by Prof. Das on environmental 
science and technology and contributions of Madam Das to 
Oriya literature is well known and needs no further elaboration. 
| was inspired to start writing technical articles during 1991 
and being guided by Prof. R.C. Das. My Paper on “Environmental 
Impact of Fly Ash Disposal & Dispersion - A Case Study” bagged 
“Gannett Memorial Award,1992” by Institute of Engineers. 
That time ! was nervous of speaking in a conference and before 
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a large gathering. Prof. Das motivated me to attend the 
International conference held at HIT, Bombay on “Environmental 
impact of Coal Utilisation” to present a joint paper on 
“Environmental impact of Coal Ash Disposal into the Water 
Courses- A case study”. ! could gain self confidence after 
presenting the paper myself in the seminar. All these could 
happen because of the academic interest of Prof. Das, his 
teacher like guidance, friendly approach and loving behaviour 
which are milestones of success in my career. 


During his tenure as the Chairman of State Pollution Control 
Board, Orissa, as an employee 1 felt that he was friendly to 
everybody and did not have any ego as a boss. Even he used 
to visit the rooms of the employees for direct discussion and 
guidance. As a boss he never fired on the sub-ordinate staff 
but did know how to get the work done by them in an amicable 
atmosphere. He always advised to be transparent and friendly 
with the industrial houses to identify the actual pollution problem 
and also to learn from each other with a common objective to 
bring down pollution. Often he used to tell that “Industries are 
not our enemies. We are here to guide them to control their 
pollution”. In fact | have utilized this idea in my career which 
helped in confidence building and reasonably sort out the 
technical difficulties in the industrial houses to promote 
voluntary compliance. 1 feel that the concept of Prof. Das of 
1990’s on voluntary compliance came out in the shape of CREP 
guideline during 2003 throughout the country, the basis of 
which is voluntary compliance and mutual trust between 
industries and State / Central Pollution Control Boards / 
regulatory authorities. 


Because of his spellbound and thought provoking lecturers, 
he could influence the scientist, engineers, industrialist and 
common man which brought revolutionary environmental 
awareness in the state of Orissa during 1990s. Even after his 
retirement from State Pollution Control Board, Prof. Das was 
quite active in organizing / attending many environment related 
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Seminars / Workshops in the state and country and is known 
to be a popular speaker. 


Although now-a-days he lives mostly in Switzerland with 
his children, he always makes it a point to come to India for 
few months in a year only to see his loved ones: kith and kin, 
friends, ex-colleagues, well wishers. As |! know, Madam Das 
has kept him active with her utmost care. 


Prof. Das and Madam Das were not only the sources of 
professional inspiration, but have attachment with my family. 
As 1 know he jis still in touch with persons both foes and friends. 
| have learnt from them to look at only good things of a human 
being ignoring the darker sides and believing in the concept 
that none of us in the world is perfect. 


The moments | spent with Prof. Das and Madam Das are 
unforgettable. With all of my best regards I, on behalf of my 
family wish Sir and Madam a long and happy life. 


PROF. R.C. DAS - HIS MAGNANIMITY 


Debasish Roy! 


| was prosecuting my Ph. D. in Banaras Hindu University in 
1987-88. One day, my friend from Business Administration 
Department asked me about my future plan and ! told him 
that unlike many of my friends, ! would like to go back to 
Orissa for various reasons. He gave the reference of Prof. 
R.C. Das and asked me to contact him for a position in the 
Orissa Pollution Control Board, in a casual manner and the 
matter ended there. Recently, | saw the reference while going 
through my old diary. 


Long time after, probably in the first week of May, 1989, 
I met Prof Das with my cv and published papers. In spite of 
being a man of Chemistry and holding the post of Chairman of 
the Pollution Control Board, he gave me about one and half 
hours for discussion. { was very much impressed, especially to 
find out his interest in the type of work, | was doing for my 
Ph.D. Finally he asked me to meet the then Member Secretary, 
Late S.V. Rama Rau and Dr L.N. Patnaik, the then senior most 
scientist of the organization. | don’t know whether ! took the 
correct decision or not, but that day was the turning point in 
my life. 


His contribution to the Pollution control Board was 
undoubtedly immense; and i consider the greatest contribution 
is building the institution at its formative stage. The Board is 
now about 25 years old. He was the Chairman of the Board for 
about 8 years. “Today the Orissa State Board is considered as 
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one of the best in the country because of the sound footing, 
the work culture and tradition, the organizational behaviour 
and the ethics, the quality of manpower introduced into the 
Board and, of course the manner in which his footsteps were 
followed by his successors. Needless to say that in totality, the 
blue print of the structural and functional foundation of an 
institution is a total package for excellence. 


Dynamism, steadfast in duty, fearless and attitudinal skill 
and managerial acumen were his assets. } personally feel that 
he used to set an objective for every activity and pursued to 
achieve that. When someone has a goal, it is like a destination 
- he can chart his route, plan his action and formulate strategies 
to reach there. In the process, the personality of such a person 
automatically gets a sort of charisma - developed by his driving 
force. 


He had realized that the objective of environmental 
management is improved quality of human life. It involves the 
mobilization of resources and the use of government assistance 
to administer the use of natural and economic goods and 
services. The resolution of conflicts is a fundamental part of 
what makes up “environmentally sound development.” Both 
temperamentally and scientifically, he possessed excellent 
proficiency for resolving an issue without creating any 
controversy. 


Like a school teacher, he used to clarify to his subordinates 
the pros and cons of a specific decision making process and 
like a good manager, he explained various alternative action 
plans available and the reason for choosing the particular one. 
In the complex and interdependent world, environmental 
management is required because the activities of development 
in one sector affect in both positive and negative ways the 
quality of life in others. It is this conflict which requires solution. 
Prof. Das is a balanced person so far as choosing a definite 


action plan is concerned, from out of the two conflicting 
options. 


With the passage of time, | came to know about his depth 
in relevant subjects and his inquisitiveness to know about the 
biological systems, which he did not read earlier. Being a very 
small entity in the organization, | very often used to convince 
him for undertaking Biomonitoring and toxicity studies and to 
make it compulsory for monitoring the effluent of certain 
kinds of industries so that the organization could grow with a 
distinct research orientation. He perceived the issue and got 
the matter cleared through the Board but finally it could not 
materialize. 


During his first tenure as Chairman, the Board was in an 
infant stage and there was a need to exclusively deal with 
many emergent environmental pollution problems which had 
far reaching consequences; e.g. stone crusher, brick kiln and 
cement plants etc. There are two hbasic reasons, however, 
why these were considered major concerns in those days. First, 
it was difficult to convince the decision makers regarding the 
problems the State would encounter without addressing the 
environmental issues and secondly; time, fund, and’ expertise 
at this stage did not enable in-depth study. However, in order 
to address those problems, he came out with the guidelines 
for each of the sectors making the monitoring simple and 
uniform with high degree of honesty, and convenient for 
planning development at the early stage of the process. Today 
also, the same criteria hold good. 


It is often said that knowledge and honesty are the two 
important aspects of power. He, who has power, looks and 
speaks confident. Most of the successful persons maintain a 
unique style in speaking. They speak clearly and forcefully. 
Speaking power is an essential trait of any good personality. 
Due to his clarity in thought, he had a tremendous power of 
delivering convincing speeches. 


During his tenure, he was considered to be a good leader 
who was able to provide consistent motivation to his team 
encouraging them to attain excellence and quality in their 


performance. For building an institution like the Pollution 
Control Board, he used six management skills which distinguishes 
him from others. (i) Observation - To have credibility, a leader 
needs to be seen and be known to be up to date with what is 
happening in the work place. (ii) Monitor Employees’ 
Performance {iii) Implementation of Professional Development 
Programs- As a good leader he always evaluated the weaknesses 
and provided training and development strategies to strengthen 
the team. (iv) He demonstrated superior knowledge and 
expertise (v) Good Decision Making - He considered all aspects 
before making a decision. Took clear firm decisions, combined 
with the willingness and flexibility to adopt and adjust when 
necessary. Once the decision has been taken, onus lies on him 
so far as success and failure is concerned. (vi) Ability to Conduct 
and Evaluate Research - On-going review and research is vital 
in order to keep on the cutting edge in business. Excellent 
leadership is always pro active rather than reactive. By applying 
these managerial skills, he built a solid foundation for success 
of the Board. He took the Board to a new height. In those 
days, there was a slow progress in industrial development hence 
he built the Board with high moral values. 


During his stewardship, he helped many people at a personal 
level. | am one of them whom he helped at every stage both 
during my stay in the Board and after leaving the Board. On 
certain occasions, he had gone out of way to give relief to 
me. | too have no hesitation to say that because of him | 
stand where | am now! There are many incidents which have 
influenced me as well as my family during my long association 
with Prof. Das. A recapitulation of at least three incidents 
makes me emotional; one: In 1991, he called me to a lonely 
place in the garage of the Pollution Control Board and told me 
that he had nominated me for the post of a Scientist in the 
erstwhile Science, Technology & Environment Department 
without my knowledge. Two: He corrected my application 
submitted to the Government for my permanent absorption 
under the Government. Thereafter he fell ill. Finally when 


Notification for my permanent absorption in the Government 
was issued, ! personally met him to inform and he became 
ecstatic, but the response came through the soaking eyes. 
Third: Prof Das was invited as Chief Guest to the Department 
of Biotechnology of Utkal University where my wife Dr Anita 
Roy, was a visiting faculty. When all the faculties and students 
were introduced to him one by one, and the turn of my wife 
came, the head of the department introduced her in the usual 
manner. Prof Das responded by saying that he knew her more 
than anyone else because he had blood relationship with her 
and her blood was flowing in his arteries and veins. Later she 
explained to her colleagues that Prof Das withstood brain and 
heart operation twice apart from many small operations and 
ailments, and once she had donated blood. In the evening she 
described me the incident and unknowingly tears from both of 
us rolled down. 1 said “How magnanimous Prof Das is? What a 
selfless love for all of us he has! Why God is so unkind to him? 
Long live Prof. Das!” 


PROFESSOR REBATI CHARAN DAS - 
AS | KNOW HIM 


S. P. Rout! 


I first met Prof. Rebati Charan Das as a student in M.Sc. 
Chemistry Class. He was a Reader in Chemistry at Ravenshaw 
College, Cuttack. Later Prof. Das became a Professor in the 
University College of Engineering at Burla. He used to teach 
Physical Chemistry to a small group of students in our class for 
those who had special paper in Physical Chemistry. 1 vividly 
remember his presence in the class during that time. Being a 
brilliant student himself, he had a through grasp on the subject 
and his teaching was lucid. He was very articulate and jovial in 
the class. Sometimes he would use the blackboard and at other 
times explain on a small sheet of paper. After the class was 
over he used to pass the paper to the students sitting in the 
front row. As girls always occupied the front bench, they mostly 
became the beneficiaries of his class notes. Whatever medium 
he used, our understanding on the topic was always clear. We 
had a lot of respect for him as a teacher. 


Dr. Das also took our M.Sc. Physical Chemistry practical 
class. He had just returned from England after finishing his 
second Ph. D. degree in Radiation Chemistry from the University 
of Leeds. Incidentally his first Ph.D. in Chemistry was from 
Utkal University under the guidance of Prof. Sukumar Aditya 
of Calcutta University. 


Once, while a student was conducting an experiment on 
Physical Chemistry, he asked her a question on an unrelated 
tn ad re st 
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topic. She was quite unprepared and could not give a satisfactory 
answer. Sir, did not rebuke her but his remark was So caustic 
that she started crying and it took quite sometimes to cool 
her down. { remember him as a stern teacher who instilled a 
lot of awe and respect in the students. Dr. Das did not ride a 
scooter in those days, but would commute to Ravenshaw College 
in a rickshaw from his paternal residence in Sheikh Bazar, 
Cuttack. 


My second interaction with him was a lot later, after | 
returned from England where ! was a Commonwealth Academic 
Staff Fellow in the University of Liverpool. | had joined the 
Orissa State Pollution Control Board (OSPCB) as Senior Scientist. 
Soon after Prof. Das joined as the second Chairman of OSPCB 
and we became colleagues. 1 really came in close contact with 
him. In the initial phase of his tenure I! used to spend long 
hours in his official residence at Satya Nagar after office hours 
preparing consent conditions, a statutory requirement for 
mines and industries from the OSPCB. Many a times both of us 
used to go to tea stalls near the OSPCB building and have tea 
and snacks during breaks. Prof. Das used to discuss on a lot of 
topics during those short tea breaks. Since Prof. Das was new 
to the Board my unstinted cooperation in official matters made 
him feel a lot better. | always marvelled at his lack of ego and 
the ease with which he mingled with people of all ages. In fact 
much later, he became close to my Ph.D. student Dr. Dillip 
Kumar Behera with whom he co-authored a book on 
Environmental Science in 2008. 


I did not continue in the OSPCB for very long and lost the 
opportunity of working with Prof. Das since | was apprehensive 
of my future prospects in the Board. Prof. Das continued in 
the Board for two terms l.e. for six tong years and then became 
the Vice Chancellor of Berhampur University. He has the unique 
distinction of being appointed as Chairman of the Board for 
the third time after his tenure as Vice Chancetlor of Berhampur 
University. Under his leadership the OSPCB got a huge face lift 
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and a lot of expansion took place throughout the State of 
Orissa. 

It is my proud privilege and honour to have been associated 
with Prof. Rebati C. Das, my teacher for more than forty 
years and cherish his love and affection towards me. 

From the core of my heart, 1 wish him a long and peaceful 
life in the days ahead. 


PROFESSOR R. C. DAS 


Duryodhan Mangraj' 


Rebati was my student for a short time and soon became 
my colleague at Ravenshaw College. He was an excellent student 
and a fine gentleman. He was loved by all his students, in spite 
of being a hard task master. After ! left Ravenshaw College in 
1960, Rebati did his Ph. D., and went abroad for higher 
training. Coming back, he not only shined as an excellent 
teacher but took up many administrative responsibilities, for 
which he earned a lot of accolades from students as well as 
teachers. He was head of the department of chemistry in the 
University College of Engineering, Burla for a considerable time. 
He was appointed as the Chairman of the State Pollution Control 
Board by the Government of Orissa for nearly 8 years and 
worked for a full term of three years as Vice Chancellor of 
Berhampur University. 


He shined in all his undertakings, because of his in-depth 
knowledge, excellent work habits, proper understanding of his 
assignments and amiable character. 

He is a unique Ravenshavian, we are all proud of...May Ma 
Chandi bless him in his attempt to recover from the current 
illness. 
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A LETTER FROM USA 


indu Bhusan Mishra! 


Dr. Rebati Das, or Bathe (pronounced as ba the) babu, as 
we used to call him is a good friend and was a teacher of mine 
in my final year of Chemistry at the Ravenshaw College. He 
was two years senior to me and in my final year of M.Sc. he 
taught me Thermodynamics and gas laws at the advanced 
level. He became a true friend with me as days went by. 


| visited him in his house in Cuttack - he was then stitt 
living in his father’s house, Judge Bipra Charan Das. My father 
was a younger judge whom he knew well and soon he developed 
a liking for me. | was invited to attend his marriage with 
Manasi Devi, and went to his house to eat crab meat when 
they cooked it (at that time, crab was an expensive treat!). 
Our friendship has spanned half a century and is amongst one 
of my most prized possessions. Bathe babu was instrumental 
in having me posted at Ravenshaw College - Orissa’s elite 
educational institution - and even arranged my marriage to 
my beloved wife of 45 years, Jhunu, daughter of Dr. Satyabathe 
Misra and Savitri Devi. 


It was during the years of 1959-66 when our friendship 
grew. And ‘being the proud Oriyas we are, our favorite past 
time was partaking in the delightful delicacies afforded within 
Oriya cuisine. Bathe babu, his cousin the late Dr. Phanidra 
Bhusan Das and myself were regular afternoon visitors at the 
famous restaurants, the South Indian Hotel for “yards” of 
coffee, Bachu Bhai’s place for seo, gantthia and fried green 


! Dr. Indu Bhusan Mishra, 8750, East Sage Drive, Scottsdale, AZ 85250, 
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chilies and (most important) Madan’s restaurants for mutton 
curry and the world famous vadda. My mouth salivates as | 
remember those times. | invariably was a non paying guest as 
1 was a poor graduate student or a newly appointed lecturer, 
earning Rs.200 per month! Keep in mind they were only two 
years my senior, but the excuse was they had their house in 
Cuttack and spent nothing for food, rent or utilities, whereas 
1 was paying rent and had to buy meals to survive. 


Things improved a bit when ! became an officer in the 
N.C.C. and made legal “upuri” of Rs.75 more per month! 
Thus, | was able to treat them once a week and enjoyed the 
free meals for 4 days. We were such lovers of food that Bathe 
Babu, Prabhat (Dr. Prabhat Mishra), late Parbati and Durga 
would drive in his or Prabhat’s car to Puri, eat a grand meal 
consisting of unlimited fish and shrimp fries, a whole roasted 
chicken, the (not as) delicious vegetable and dessert and drive 
back 10 at night. The meal was a steal at eight rupees fifty 
paisa each! 


1 must mention here that our friendship grew more, as 
Bathe babu was doing his Ph.D. with Dr. Rabi Nanda. Dr. Nanda 
was my most favorite teacher at Ravenshaw Cotlege, and 
engendered my love for Chemistry through his inspirational 
lecturers. 


As our friendship grew, | found how joyful it was to be his 
colleague. We would take the Physics and Chemistry honors lab 
together (Late Phanee Babu or Kuna as he was called, allotted 
the classes and we were the envy of many teachers). it was 
there that we met and perhaps hetped to shape the minds of 
many young and bright Oriya scientists - whose contributions 
to science are evident today. it was not just our friendship but 
the love for the subject we both possessed and it was 
contagious. Kindness, compassion and understanding is what | 
learned from his association and that was the key which 1 
valued most and | passed on the same-.in creating love for 
Chemistry for many students in the United States. | became 


famous for stealing good students from other majors to 
chemistry - only through the love for Chemistry that ! would 
pass on and instill in young minds. 


I still remember the words of Professor Neal Ratan Dhar 
of Allahabad University who gave a lecture at the Ravenshaw 
College premises during the Annual Science Congress Conference 
in 1962, “It is your responsibility to create love for chemistry 
in young minds and popularize the subject to the general 
public”, said he. Bathe Babu embodies the essence of this 
statement. 


We excelled not only in teaching with the best of our 
ability but were active in Bigyana Prachar Samiti and popularized 
scientific ideas by writing as well as speaking in local schools. 
Bathe Babu earned a Ph.D. with Dr. Nanda and stayed in 
Ravenshaw College to train Oriya scientists, where as ! left 
Ravenshaw college in 1966 and have since expanded the 
training to non Oriyas. He stayed for over a decade there, 
except for a few years of postdoctoral work in US and UK. He 
joined the Pollution Control Board in Orissa, became Vice 
Chancellor of Berhampur University and then again returned 
to the Pollution Board. Bathe Babu’s commitment and 
steadfastness to his students is something I respect deeply. 


Bathe Babu has an impeccable professional record. In all 
these activities, what stands out is his great love for the subject 
and above all his students in whom he has instilled the same 
love for chemistry, instilled patience and tolerance-which are 
his greatest virtues. And | am sure his students are all proud of 
him. 

1 love to celebrate his life’s work, which has been cut 
short due to his illness in the last few years. In spite of that, 
he understands things around him and sometimes engaged in 
conversations of a professional nature. Most impressive, Manasi 
Nani has stood like a pillar in supporting and caring for him- 
her loyality and devotion is nothing short of a modern day 


Sita! This is no small feat and Manasi Nani; you are earning all 
the blessings of the Lord Jagannath. Some time | wonder why 
bad things happen to good people - but also, such wondering is 
left to God. 


Bathe Babu, cheers to you, and please know that your 
friends and students all care for you. We celebrate you, your 
life, your love for students and they all have a place in their 
heart for you! | look forward to seeing you and discussing 
Inorganic Chemistry over Macha and Chingudi Bhaja in this life 
and the next! 


PROF. R. C. DAS 


B. K. Nanda ! 


The very thought of Prof. R. C. Das instantly evokes respect 
and love in that order. His scholarly achievements are as 
profound as the degrees and titles he holds and therefore, 
respect. His unassuming egoless personality, helpful and 
generous attitude, the personal touch in his dealings can only 
evoke love. 

I find myself lucky to be associated with him in two distinct 
spells, while I was pursuing my M. Sc. Programme in Chemistry 
at Ravenshaw College (Now University) at Cuttack between 
1964-1966, he was there as my teacher. He later proved his 
distinction acquiring degrees, lofty positions and | was somewhat 
dissociated from him temporarily. 

It is due to God’s desire, Prof. Das joined our college 
(Burla Engineering College) as Professor and Head of the Dept. 
of Chemistry. Then | was fortunate to pursue my Ph. D. work 
under his supervision. The lost contact was not only 
reestablished, but was considerably strengthened. It was a 
matter of as much joy and pride to pursue and complete my 
doctoral dissertation under his able and active supervision. 
The teacher-student relationship matured into a person to 
person and tater family to family relationship that continues 
till now. 

I continue to admire him and he continues to tove me 
with the same zeal and fervour as before. 

| always pray to the almighty to shower blessings on him 
and his family. { always consider it a privilege and pteasure to 
be of any use to him. 


! Prof. (Dr.) B. K. Nanda was a Professor in the Department of Chemistry, 
University College of Engineering, Burla. Presently he is Dean, Academics at 
MIET, Bhubaneswar 


THE MAN WITH A DIFFERENCE 


Suchitra Pradhan ! 


Once in the corridor of CENDERET, Xavier Institute of 
Management, Bhubaneswar | had my first interaction with Dr. 
R. C. Das who was then a consultant for the institute. In my 
first interaction | was impressed with him not for his high 
stature as a consultant of repute but for his humility. He very 
politely requested me to join Project WATER which was his 
brain child. Dr. R. C. Das, an environment science expert, 
former chairman of Orissa State Pollution Control Board was 
the Director of Project WATER at XIMB for 5 years and has 
been the inspiration and the man who steered the 
implementation of the project. 


After six months of our first interaction, ! joined Project 
WATER as Gender Co-ordinator. During my subsequent 
interactions with him | found him to be an able administrator 
and an excellent leader who has the capacity to carry all staff 
together inorder to achieve the objectives of the project. ! 
would like to narrate a few incidents which show his humitity 
and great humanitarian qualities. 


It is a usual practice that when the boss wants some work 
done by the subordinate, he calls them to his room. But Dr. 
Das was an exception. He comes down to the room of the 
staff even to the rooms of clerical staff and asks for 
clarifications. Instead of commanding the staff he always 
requested them to carryout a task. Because of this nature of 
his, many staff did the work as per his instructions although 
they woutd not have done it otherwise. 
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At his age people tend to relax and enjoy life. But Dr. Das 
was a man with a difference. He is full of innovative ideas and 
likes to experiment with new concepts. He has visited several 
countries and tries to implement what he has learnt from 
those visits. Once he told us how bags and other products are 
made from water hyacinth in Africa and similar products can 
be made by the women groups in Orissa. He encouraged women 
groups in our project to be self-reliant and empowered and 
for greater participation in the various activities taken up in 
their villages. 


Another remarkable quality of Dr. Das was that he could 
motivate people to give their best and achieve the unachievable. 
As a dynamic leader he had the capacity to convince people 
and resolve conflicts. There have been occasions when staff 
were opposed to each other and were not on talking terms, 
which adversely affected working of the project. But Dr. Das 
with his excellent convincing style has made people to work 
together for the achievement of the common goal of the 
project. 


A man with indomitable patience there have been very 
rare occasions when he was angry or irritated with staff. But 
when he finds work not being properly accomplished and the 
staff has been dishonest, he was not able to control his anger. 
At that moment staff fear to go infront of him. | remember 
on one occasion the work in our project site got delayed due 
to the non-participation of the stakeholders. He called the 
staff who were involved in the work and burst out his anger. 
But after some time he cooled down, personally went down to 
the staff and tried to pacify them, requesting them to forgive 
his manner of talk on that particular occasion. 


Dr. Das had several ailments including heart problem, blood 
pressure. But if one noticed his style of functioning, they can 
never guess that he has such serious health problems. After 
one year of implementation of the project, he had to undergo 
open heart surgery at Kalinga Hospital. The Doctor declared 


him fit but asked him to take adequate rest. But being a 
workaholic, he came to office and worked for half a day. On 
several occasions if he was sick, he would come to office at 
least for an hour, supervise the work being done, take 
important decisions and then go back home. Dr. Das not only 
gives time for his official work but many times when free, he 
writes research papers for publication, articles for various books 
and magazines. He has given lot of time for popularizing the 
technologies adopted in Project WATER through various articles. 


Personally he has been the inspiration to me to go ahead 
with my PhD at IIT, Kharagpur. He is my local guide who gives 
me new ideas on my research. {| am indebted to him as he had 
given me six months leave for doing the course work of my 
PhD. He has also encouraged many staff to go for higher studies. 
As he has many degrees to his credit, he understands the 
value of higher studies. 


One of the major contributions of Dr. Das to Project WATER 
was to make it unique in terms of blending social components 
into a technically designed Project. Most technical projects in 
India are not designed to involve the community for whom 
they are primarily meant or those who are going to share the 
benefits of the projects. Dr. Das realized from the beginning 
that such projects become lopsided and are poorly managed 
or totally neglected after their completion. However, in Project 
WATER, he has made conscious effort to involve the community 
right from the design stage and management of the project. 
Besides, he ‘was personally present in the meetings and 
workshops held with the stakeholders in each site to ‘discuss 
the progress of the project and get their views. He shared the 
technical details of the project with the stakeholders. 


One of the purposes of Project WATER was to promote 
participatory management of wastewater in an eco-friendly 
manner using low-cost methods and bringing about resource 
recovery. This envisaged that the project involves community 
participation and their capacity building in order to equip them 


adequately to be able to manage the project after its 
completion, thereby leading to its sustainability. Dr. Das had 
initiated capacity building of the stakeholders through trainings, 
workshop and exposure visits. Through Project WATER he has 
demonstrated that community involvement is possible in what 
was originally envisaged as a “technical model” project and 
has the potential to emerge as model for community 
involvement in technology dominated projects. 


On the personal front | know very little about his family 
life. But as ! have interacted with his wife, | can say that he is 
a dutiful husband and father. His wife adores him very much 
and Dr. Das considers her as the woman behind his success. 
His wife has been beside him in all happy and difficult times. 
When she writes about him she can throw much light on the 
personal life of Dr. Das. 


Like many others, | feel Dr. Das is definitely a man with a 
difference who can be a source of inspiration to those who 
come in his contact. 


PROF. R.C. DAS - A TRUE CHAMPION 


Ashok Kumar Sahu! 


A smiling face. Ever young in mind and heart. A never say 
die spirit. A lover of all and inspiration to many. A teacher, 
researcher and an administrator to reckon with. This is how ! 
remember Professor Rebati Charan Das. My association with 
Prof. Das dates back to 24 August 1992, the day he joined as 
the Vice-Chancellor of Berhampur University. As the 
Development Officer and a member of the Syndicate of 
Berhampur University | had the opportunity of not only working 
for the betterment of the University but also learning the 
finest qualities of a human being, humaneness, pleasant 
behaviour, character building, tove, moral and ethical values, 
truthfulness, humility and much rmore. 


Professor Das has received wide recognition as a Scientist 
in the field of Chemistry and Environment. Being an 
Administrator, he has been able to make successfut foray into 
the hearts and minds of the students and employees of the 
University. Though he was in the highest post in the university 
he was very sociable and cordial. His humanely quatities has 
earned him the goodwill of the students, employees, teachers 
as well as the public of South Orissa. 


Familial bonding grew with Prof. Das and Madam Das 
because of their immense interest in the development and 
maintenance of the campus and their sincere desire to give a 
fiilip to the social life in the campus. My wife became a willing 
and meaningful partner in the social, cultural and developmental 
efforts of Madam Das with certainly a tacit support and 
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willingness of Prof. Das. | was very close to Professor Das and 
Smt. Das due to the campus development and maintenance 
work, as myself was the Development Officer at that time. 
Gradually my relationship with the family developed as my 
wife became associated with the social works of Madam Das. 
Smt. Das encouraged the ladies of the campus by establishing 
a Ladies Club in the name of Kalyani Ladies Club. Through the 
Club, Smt. Das came closer to most of the family members of 
the campus. There was no such activity in the campus prior to 
that. Smt. Das as the President of the Club, created a social 
atmosphere in the campus. Smt. Das was popular among the 
family members because of her pleasing manners and interest 
for social work. The members of the Club adopted the Jara 
Niwas of Gopalpur for the upliftment of the inmates of the 
Jara Niwas. The members contributed financially and otherwise 
to Jara Niwas by staging a charity drama in the campus. Besides 
this, the members of the Club periodically conducted debate, 
drawing and song competitions and organised health camps 
for the campus children. For all these activities Professor Das’s 
inspiration and encouragement was praiseworthy. Madam Das 
with her enthusiastic social and welfare activities in the campus 
gave a new and meaningful definition to community living / 
campus life. ` 


Professor Das, even though belongs to the faculty of 
Chemistry, wrote a number of books on Environment. Smt. 
Das is also an Oriya short story writer of repute and has a 
number of awards for her literary works. After completion of 
his tenure as Vice Chancellor, Prof. Das joined as the Chairman 
of State Pollution Control Board. Our relationship continues to 
be the same and Prof. Das as well as Madam Das still happen 
‘to be active members of the University family. 1 owe a lot to 
Prof. Das and Madam Das for their love, encouragement and 
inspiration. 


A LIGHT HOUSE - 
PROFESSOR R. C. DAS 


Pragyan Paramita Das! 


Within six months of my tenure as an impact assessor of 
Project WATER, an XIM (B) endeavor, | have had a few 
memorable and personal encounters with Professor R. C. Das. 
Albeit as a student of rural management of XIM, | already had 
an opportunity of deriving some lectures and classes from this 
stalwart on environmental issues and watershed management. 
But it was only when | got the opportunity of working under 
him that 1 got to know him better and closer. 


I feel humbled and bestowed in getting the opportunity to 
write about such a personality of Orissa. Professor Das is one 
of the noted educationists and visionaries that Orissa has had. 
He is man of great repute and stature. An ex-Vice Chancellor 
of Berhampur University, he had decided not to putt down his 
socks and call it a day. Rather he shared his vision and expertise 
in management with XIMB in spearheading the environmental 
project in collaboration with the: India Canada Environment 
Facility, New Delhi. In this project he has blended his previous 
experience and innovative knowledge in entwining scientific 
know-how with community for holistic development. In order 
to make the project sustainable be has always emphasized 
and inculcated community participation at all levels with greater 
importance to women beneficiaries. He has -been constantly 
networking and personally meeting government officials and 
motivating them to ensure their cooperation in this Project 
WATER. 
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Working under this great man has always been enjoyable 
as well as a learning experience in itself. To build a cohesive 
work group he would promote informal get-togethers. On off 
days we would all gather for ordered lunch and amidst a lot of 
banter and leg pulling, would together sit down to eat. All 
from the lowest to the uppermost officer in the hierarchy of 
the office would gather for such events. 


Many a times we youngsters would look for interactions 
with him which are very informative, intuitive and whacky. | 
remember a day when he had commented that it was not 
important as to how many administrative officers Orissa 
produced, but it was vital to build entrepreneurship amongst 
the youth for Orissa’s sustainable economic development. He 
is a beacon of knowledge and literary excellence. A day when 
my senior officer, Suchitra madam asked him for an appropriate 
name for a developmental magazine, he immediately and aptly 
worded the name ‘Manthan’ meaning the churning of ideas. 
While discussing with him on gender and its sensitivities, he 
would retort with a twinkle in his eyes that women were basically 
caregivers / nurtures whose main contribution was nurturing 
the family. 


On one visit to Konark, where a gender training programme 
was being conducted, ! would secretly admire Professor Das 
and his wife, a literary exponent who had accompanied us. 
They looked a perfect foil, complementing each other perfectly 
with Prof. Das being the humorous, jovial man and his wife 
the quite, thoughtful rudder. | remember the day when we 
were all walking back on the cool, pristine sands of 
Chandrabhaga and 1 could not help but overhear Madam Das 
asking him “Can we come back later into the serenity of this 
place so that ! can write?” Professor Das looked ahead at the 
setting sun and answered “We will”. 


After a few days of our return, we heard the tragic news 
of Professor Das’s stroke and his loss of ability to comprehend 
and verbalize. Yet, it is a really noble and incomparable endeavor 


that his welwishers have decided to gift him the book that he 
once wrote with his heart. This act itself shows unquantifiable 
and indomitable love, positivism, true dedication, single-minded 
determination and unconditional support for him at this critical 
juncture. Today, as | walk down my memory lane, t silently 
send a prayer .... For him to get back his colossal physical loss 
and |, to get back a teacher like him. 


REBATI CHARAN DAS - A TRUE 
TEACHER BY SPIRIT 


Ashok Nanda! 


Rebati Charan Das was a true teacher by spirit. I first met 
him in a public meeting where he was addressing as the 
chairman of State Pollution Control Board. He was clearly 
mentioning how the chairman has limited powers in a political 
society. He unlike others, did not show off his powers, but 
rather asked people to intervene, which would otherwise make 
him assertive. 


I remember his simple straightforward words even after 
decades. Another day while travelling with him he talked about 
mass copy and examination manipulation in the colleges. He 
said that college certificate is a requirement for getting jobs. 
Many people in remote villages did not have the opportunity to 
have good schooling and hence are unable to score well in the 
university exams. There is a tremendous pressure on politicians 
to create opportunity for them. Hence politically powerful 
people favour mass copying in the examinations. If the colleges 
give completion certificate to all, the problem can be managed. 


He was willing to attend any meeting, any consultation 
anywhere. In spite of being in administrative positions as Vice 
chancellor of Berhampur University or Chairman of Pollution 
Control Board, he always carried his teacher like personality. 
He would talk of small stories. He was approachable by all. Any 
one would be comfortable to visit his house. 


One day he offered me to become a sort of ambassador 
for Vikash, the philanthropic organization that | headed for 
1 Shri Ashok Nanda, Director, Vikash, Bhubaneswar 


decades. He said he would like to talk to people about Vikash 
at different places and raise money. He added that I should 
only keep him informed of broad issues. He was categorical in 
his statements saying that i should never seek his permission 
for carrying out any activity. He was very casual in his approach 
while saying all this. Later when | analyzed his behavior, ! could 
realize that he was never after power. He volunteered to be a 
promoter always. 


1 always feel comfortable with him. One can share one’s 
follies and mistakes with him. Prof. Das tries to see through 
the rationale in the improper behavior of people instead of 
only blaming them straightaway. Many a times | was 
uncomfortable with his reactions and opinions, but after a 
decade t feel may be he was right. 


1 met him a couple of times after he had limited limb 
functions. But I could see the energy in him. He always 
communicated that he would be strong and fit: soon. He gave 
a message that 1 should be prepared to take him to different 
functions and projects soon. The communication was more in 
body language than oral since he had limited speech capabilities. 
{ felt a bull was trying to break the rope to which he was tied. 
He could not utilize and channetlise his energies. His body did 
not permit him again to be active in various activities. 


All those who came in contact with him -will remember 
him as a nice, a straightforward man, and a jovial harmless 
person. I love him. I respect him and i also thank him. |:wish 
we should have more persons like him in this dear world. 


IN APPRECIATION OF 
PROF. REBATI! CHARAN DAS 


S.K. Satpathy! 


Prof. R. C. Das is my teacher and also my friend, 
philosopher and guide.. I think all of his students would echo 
that statement: Prof. Das is someone for whom (earning, 
teaching, working and playing were inextricably combined. 
This is not incidental to his intellectual contributions. 


There have been many people who have influenced me 
and those who have set great examples in my life. Many of 
those people were teachers that | have had from school days 
to the present time. If I had to choose one who has had the 
greatest influence, it would have to be Prof. Rebati Charan 
Das at Xavier institute of Management, Bhubaneswar. He had 
put much effort and time in helping me to learn all the time. _ 
There are many reasons why he is my favorite teacher of all 
time, but there is not enough space to share al! of these, so | 
will mention three reasons. First, he had the characteristics 
of a good human being, second, he made learning fun and 
finally, he gave his all into teaching us. 


He knew exactly how to appreciate and yes, utilize, my . 
‘natural initiative and enthusiasm. With his blessing, 1 learned 
a lot from him during my association with him in Project WATER 
at Xavier Institute of Management. | try to remember him 
when ! teach my own students - that as a person, laden with 
all the issues and concerns that any normal youth has, what | 
most wanted and appreciated was learning in a light, enjoyable 


! Dr. S. K. Satpathy is a Faculty Member in the Rural Management Department 
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way. And for this | always tell myself that if my students are 
not being engaged, or dare 1 say, entertained in some way, 
they probably aren’t learning, at least not in any meaningful 
way. They are young and they are different. The best person | 
ever had understood this and ! try, in his honor, to remember 
this when facing my own students. | am not always successful. 


He was always kind, thoughtful, and generous. He listened 
to what | had to say. Prof. R. C. Das is an excellent, fabulous 
person. He has made an impact on my life, and by doing so; | 
hope that I! can pass the same qualities on to the students | am 
teaching. Thank you Prof. R. C. Das, for the impact you have 
had on my life. 


REBATI! CHARAN DAS: 
A Person of Impeccable Commitment 


S. N. Patro! 


Rebati Charan Das, is an institution. He is a brilliant scholar 
not only in chemistry which he taught in colleges for a good 
length of time but also in other disciplines of science. 
‘Environment’ is a subject dear to him and he has impeccable 
commitment for its protection. He is a popular teacher, good 
researcher, powerful orator, writer, organizer and a pleasing 
personality. He is known to me since 1965, when | was a student 
of M. Sc. in Botany in Ravenshaw College (Now Ravenshaw 
Unitary University), Cuttack. Since my maternal uncle Dr. D. 
Satyanarayana was working for his doctorate degree under 
the guidance of Dr. Das, | was visiting the Chemistry Department 
frequently. My uncle used to tell me that Prof. Das is a brilliant 
teacher ‘and would not compromise with quality in research 
work. During those days the best student of any master degree 
was given appointment in Ravenshaw College by convention. 
Prof. Das, as he stood first class first in M. Sc., naturally was 
in Ravenshaw College. He joined as a lecturer in 1957 and 
continued teaching there till 1972. Then he joined the University 
College of Engineering, Burla and continued there till 1986. He 
served as Chairman, State Pollution Control Board (SPCB), Orissa 
three times, for a period of eight years the longest ever by 
. anybody. He succeeded Prof. Mahendra Kumar Rout, the first 
Chairman, SPCB, Orissa and served for a period of six years 


* Dr. Sundar Narayana Patro, Ex-Coordinator of the Indo-Norwegian Orissa 
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during 1986 to 1992, and again during 1995 to 1997 for a 
period of two years. The SPCB, Orissa was founded in 1983. In 
between he was the Vice-Chancellor of Berhampur University 
during 1992 to 1995. 


It was on 5® June 1985, the Orissa Environmental Society 
in collaboration with the Sambalpur District Environmental 
Society organized an exhibition and a public meeting at Katapalli 
in Sambalpur District to celebrate the 13 World Environment 
Day. Again on 23" November, 1986 a symposium was held at 
Burla as a part of the nationwide programme of National 
Environment Awareness Campaign in collaboration with the 
Rotary Club of Burla. The theme was “Role of Voluntary 
Organisations on Environment”. Both these programmes were 
organized through Prof. R. C. Das. Late Prasanna Kumar Dash 
who was the speaker of the Orissa Legislative Assembly, graced 
both the occasions as the founder president of the Orissa 
Environmental Society. He was highly impressed with the 
leadership of Prof. R. C. Das. Later, Dr. R.C. Das was appointed 
as Chairman, State Pollution Control Board and was technical 
advisor to Shri Dash on all environmental issues when he was 
the Minister, Environment, Govt. of Orissa. Prof. Das brought 
out many high quality and informative publications for the 
Board on different aspects of environmental pollution. Prof. 
Madhab Chandra Dash and Prof. Lalit Narayan Patnaik as 
Chairpersons of the Board also followed the footsteps of Prof. 
Das and brought out good number of valuable documents and 
books. Prof. Das traveled widely and has good exposure to 
international events. He was member in many .of the 
committees at national and state level on matters related to 
industrial pollution and environment. 


The Orissa Environmental Society was founded as the State 
level voluntary organization to promote mass awareness on 
protection and conservation of the environment and natural 
resources. | am also the founder convener of the Bhubaneswar 
Chapter of the Indian Science Congress Association (ISCA), 


opened in 1986. | continued as the Chapter Convener for about 
10 years. |! organized many activities on popularization of 
science and environment through my association with the OES 
and ISCA, Bhubaneswar Chapter. in all these activities Prof. 
Das was a great source of encouragement and strength to 
me. The 5 years of my service under deputation to the Orissa 
Env. Programme was of a different kind. Here | had to 
coordinate between the Norwegian Embassy, the line 
departments in the Government of india as well as the 
Government of Orissa, and the project executing 
organizations. Professor Das always came to my help, whenever 
| had any trouble. Because of his ability of tactical approach, 
he navigated smoothly in the muddy waters of bureaucracy. 
He has the needed shrewdness and wisdom. 


It was during the tenure of Prof. R. C. Das as Chairman 
of the State Pollution Control Board, the project on 
strengthening of the Board was formulated and approved for 
funding by the Norwegian Agency for Development Corporation 
(NORAD). Prof. Das had a major role in preparation of the 
project, during the implementation of which there was 
immense infrastructure and manpower development in the 
Board that laid the foundation for its subsequent growth. As a 
result of its strengthening, the Board could institute more 
number of legal cases, increase its monitoring activities, cess 
collection, number of sample analysis and research activities, 
impart training for human resource development of its staff, 
strengthen the laboratories in the headquarters and the regional 
offices, promote public awareness through seminars, 
workshops, publications and open a Public Awareness Cell. 


PROFESSOR R. C. DAS 


R. C. Rautray! 


It was after summer vacation in 1960. My joy knew no 
bounds when | joined as a science student in Ravenshaw College, 
as a Ravenshawvian. New as a college student in the best 
college in Orissa (in my time) we were getting excited running 
from CLT1 to CLT2 for our chemistry classes. 


I very well remember the handsome young senior lecturer 
in chemistry during my period, i.e. Prof. .Rebati Charan Das. 
He was not only handsome and a smartly dressed young teacher, 
but also a very kind, understanding and patient person who 
helped the students in chemistry practicals at the time of 
difficulty in understanding various experiments. He went to 
great extent to normalize peace among the students when 
the student mass gheraoed the college principal’s official 
residence for an incident in 1962. 


| am extremely saddened to hear about the ill-health of 
Prof. Das, my sir, my teacher and my beloved Guru is suffering 
from. I can only say that we, your students far away, that we 
remember you wetl and pray for your recovery. 


1 Dr. Ramesh Chandra Rautray, Backburn, UKit, Engtand, 
rameshrautray@hotmail.com 


A LETTER FROM USA 


Prafulla K. Mishra! 


Respected Rebati Babu, 


It is nice to think of ‘you again. It is nearly 50 years 
since you taught us in Ravenshaw College chemistry department. 
Those days are gone, but sweet memories are still there. You 
always treated us like your own family members and if | 
remember we played Badminton once a while too. | still 
remember Dr. Daya Nidhi Patnaik and Dr. Val. One day Daya 
Nidhi Babu asked us to name an element. It started with 
hydrogen to helium and continued with periodic table. After a 
few minutes Daya Nidhi Babu was puzzled and turned around 
to notice a big table of Periodic table hanging on top of the 
black board. He was irritated ‘and found out all of us were 
from Ranihat School and all hell broke loose. Even in those 
circumstances all of you were close to us. We had a lot of fun. 


{1 understand you are not in best of health, so are we, as 
we all get older, times have gone by. It is the time for our 
children as is the rule of life. Wish you all the best of health 
and mind. 


i Dr. Prafutla K. Mishra, USA 


The Man with a Pocketful 
of Sunshine 


Sangita Misra! 


1 first met Rebati Mausa on a cold, crisp December 
morning. It was the year 1975 and we had recently moved 
from Cuttack to Burla. My parents were transferred from SCB 
Medical College to VSS Medical College. They had been allotted 
a house in a predominantly Engineering College Professors’ 
neighborhood. Quarter number C4 was a sprawling house 
surrounded by plenty of land, The drawing room was a large 
square room and boxes of all shapes and sizes lay scattered all 
over the floor yet to be unpacked. As | was jumping from one 
brown box to another, | heard the doorbell ring and my Dad 
went to answer it. My father greeted the visitor with a 
“Namaskar” and ! heard the visitor’s voice tinged with laughter 
for the first time. He introduced himself as “Dr R.C. Das”. He 
had taken the effort to come over to our house to welcome us 
into our new surroundings. When !- peeked from my father’s 
back, | was most fascinated by the huge dimple on his face - 
he saw me peeking and flashed a bright smile that sort of lit 
up the dark drawing room! That smile has stayed with me 
since then. 


My father gently picked me up and sat me on his lap as I 
sat there and listened to them converse about things that 
would not interest an eight year old girl. The only bit of news 
that grabbed my attention was that he also had a daughter my 
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age and they lived next door to us at Quarter number C3. He 
then looked at me and flashed another bright smile and pointed 
out to me a rickety old gate that connected both the house 
and ! was most welcome to visit them during the course of the 
day. This was the beginning of a long friendship between the 
two families that has lasted until now. I took an instant liking 
for him as he reminded me of my father in a lot of ways - he 
always smiled and when he spoke; his voice was gentle, cheerful 
and wetcoming. |! remember him bringing his daughter over to 
our house in his next visit - this time both of us held on to our 
father’s hands as if for dear life. | got drawn to her silly giggles 
and her hair reminded me of a thatched hut. It did not take us 
long to become inseparable friends. Our visits to each others 
house became a regular affair. Quarter number C3 was just as 
big as our house. it had a stately Banyan tree near the front 
gate. | was intrigued by the ‘Baya Chadei Basa’ of different 
shapes and sizes hanging down from the Banyan tree - they 
made a pretty picture! The long pathway from the gate to the 
house had rows: of Zinnias in full bloom! Pink and Fuchsia and 
Vibrant Red and Van Gogh Yellow flowers decorated the pathway 
leading to the house. | met Manasi Mausi for the first time - to 
me she looked very small and fragile - like she could fit inside 
the ‘Baya Chadei Basa’! Mausa and Mausi made a quaint pair. 
Their house itself had a touch of’foreign’ in every room. 
Gradually { came to learn that they had lived in England and my 
friend was born in Leeds, England, hence her name was Liddy. 
Most of the time, my friend and ! lazed in the master bedroom. 
We read Enid Blyton and listened to songs. They had a turntable 
and scores of LP. records featuring the greatest hits of the 
Sixties and Seventies. My first introduction to Western Pop/ 
Rock music was in their house. Some day it would be the 
seductive voice of Cilia Black singing “Step inside Love” and 
then some other day, it would be the Chipmunk’s version of 
the Beatles “Yellow Submarine”, 


Whilst my friend and | lay on the bed listening to these 
songs, Mausa would join us and crack silly jokes with us - he 
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age and they lived next door to us at Quarter number C3. He 
then looked at me and flashed another bright smile and pointed 
out to me a rickety old gate that connected both the house 
and ! was most welcome to visit them during the course of the 
day. This was the beginning of a long friendship between the 
two families that has lasted until now. | took an instant liking 
for him as he reminded me of my father in a lot of ways - he 
always smiled and when he spoke; his voice was gentle, cheerful 
and welcoming. | remember him bringing his daughter over to 
our house in his next visit - this time both of us held on to our 
father’s hands as if for dear life. | got drawn to her silly giggles 
and her hair reminded me of a thatched hut. It did not take us 
long to become inseparable friends. Our visits to each others 
house became a regular affair. Quarter number C3 was just as 
big as our house. It had a stately Banyan tree near the front 
gate. 1 was intrigued by the ‘Baya Chadei Basa’ of different 
shapes and sizes hanging down from the Banyan tree - they 
made a pretty picture! The long pathway from the gate to the 
house had rows: of Zinnias in full bloom! Pink and Fuchsia and 
Vibrant Red and Van Gogh Yellow flowers decorated the pathway 
leading to the house. | met Manasi Mausi for the first time - to 
me she looked very small and fragile - like she could fit inside 
the ‘Baya Chadei Basa’! Mausa and Mausi made a quaint pair. 
Their house itself had a touch of’foreign’ in every room. 
Gradually | came to learn that they had lived in England and my 
friend was born in Leeds, England, hence her name was Liddy. 
Most of the time, my friend and ! lazed in the master bedroom. 
We read Enid Blyton and listened to songs. They had a turntable 
and scores of LP. records featuring the greatest hits of the 
Sixties and Seventies. My first introduction to Western Pop/ 
Rock music was in their house. Some day it would be the 
seductive voice of Cilia Black singing “Step inside Love” and 
then some other day, it would be the Chipmunk’s version of 
the Beatles “Yellow Submarine”. 


Whilst my friend and 1! lay on the bed listening to these 
songs, Mausa would join us and crack silly jokes with us - he 


was like a kid at heart who reveled in simple pleasures of life. 
He did not care too much for material possessions and led a 
simple life. | remember him being the happiest spending time 
with the children, celebrating their birthdays and being around 
for them when they needed him. Birthdays at Rebati Maua’s 
house were phenomenal. There was nice food and great music. 
Mausi would bake a cake and Mausa would play the Beatles 
Song “Birthday” on the turntable. The whole bedroom would 
throb to the beat of the drums. Paul McCartney would scream 
out loud: 


“They it’s your Birthday 

Well, it’s my birthday ted yeah 

“they say it’s your Birthday 

We’re gonna have a good time 

I’m glad it’s your birthday 

Happy Birthday to you 

Yes, we’re going to have a party party 
Yes we’re going to have a party party 
I would like you to dance 

Take a Cha-Cha-Chance 

I would like you to dance Dance!” 


Mausa would join us in the dance and all of us would have 
a rollicking time getting completely lost in the music. It was 
almost a Sufi like experience! 


Liddy was the apple of her father’s eye (she still is!) and 
his big kind heart also included me in it. It was my home far 
away from home. So it was heartbreaking for me when my 
parents were again transferred to Cuttack in the year 1979. 
My friend and 1 never lost touch with each other. Whenever 
Mausa came to Cuttack, he would bring Liddy with him and we 
savored those few precious days together remaining inseparable 
as ever. in 1985, my parents were back in Burta again. | was no 
longer an eight year old girl but a tall gawky teenager. My visits 
to their place remained as frequent as ever. | remember having 
a lot of sleepovers in their house-the songs remained the same 


but the reading level matured. Enid Blyton gave way to P.G 
Wodehouse and basic Biology /History text books gave way to 
Microeconomics and Macroeconomics books. 


| remember one of these steepovers being woken up in 
the wee hours of the morning. It was the year 1986. 1 still 
remember the rustling sound of the mosquito net and a soft 
finger trip brushing my unruty mane from my forehead and a 
voice whispering near my ear “‘Sangita Mama, Wake up, Wake 
up”. Smudging my sleepy eyes with my fingers, | find Mausa’s 
face in front of me, lit up with a smile-”Sangita, | got good 
news for you-Naba Babu, your Daddy has been chosen as the 
next Principal of VSS Medical College -you two sleepy heads 
wake up and let us celebrate this occasion”. 


! remember my heart beating toudly and my face lighting 
up with pride for my parents. | remember waking up my friend 
Liddy and both of us waddte down to the dining are to find 
Mausi preparing hot Masala Chai for us - | remember sipping 
tea and munching on biscuits and sharing the happy news 
amongst ourselves. 


Liddy used to tell me “Bapa has a golden heart. Whenever 
he rides his scooter, he reaches into his pockets and flings 
money in the air and the wind swishes the money 
here and there and everywhere so that poor people could catch 
them” Whenever | think of Mausa, | always imagine him with a 
smite that woutd light up the universe flinging money from his 
pockets here and there and everywhere In reality, he is a 
generous man who relishes the simple pteasures of life and is 
always happy at other people’s good fortune - a rare virtue 
indeed! 


The other night when | was lying on my bed next to my 
two year old Son, { switched on my laptop and logged on to 
“You Tube.com” to listen to some songs that would soothe my 
son into slumber land. One song led to another and finatly 
rested on a song by Ella Fitzgerald and Louis Armstrong: 


“Stars shining bright above you Night Breezes seem to 
whisper | love you Birds singing in the Sycamore trees Dream a 
little dream of me Sweet dreams till sunbeams find you Sweet 
dreams that leave all worries behind you But in your dreams 
whatever they maybe Dream a little dream of me Yes, Dream 
a little dream of me” 


Slowly, without realizing, | was transported 33 years ago 
back into a cozy bedroom in Quarter number C3 - to an old 
turntable playing 33 1/3 LP record, whilst my friend and ! 
lazed on the bed reading Enid Blyton. | find Mausa pacing back 
and forth in front of us with an absent minded look on his face 
- Maybe he was thinking about his next trip in his scooter - 
maybe he would reach inside his pockets and share a pocketful 
of sunshine with those who need it. 


TO BAPA 
WITH LOVE 


Sangeeta Mohanty! 


The present circumstances make it impossible for me to 
remember my dear .father without a lump in my throat and 
tears pricking my eyes. The intense agony, helplessness and 
frustration he was repeatedly subject to, and the final blow of 
misfortune he is to endure makes me question yet again, if 
there is anything called justice. Why was a man of his standing, 
a gift to society, a blessing to his family, loved by all, who 
harmed none and forgave his worst enemies, made so 
incapacitated? Didn’t society need his contributions any longer? 
Is this the consequence of his magnanimity and goodness? 


As | can seek no refuge in my thoughts which only intensify 
my sorrow and frustration, 1 try to shield myself and shift my 
thoughts from his hapless condition to the tender, more pleasant 
memories of the past. 


My earliest memories are of me sitting on his lap as he 
reclined on his hammock-like stuff chair, with a cup of black 
coffee and the newspaper, his ultimate idea of relaxation. As 
a young child 1 considered it my birthright to interrupt him 
whenever it pleased me and assumed his lap to be my natural 
perch, as if there was a dearth of places to make myself 
comfortable. | would jump on to his lap without warning, taking 
him by surprise, but with an indulgent smile he would pat my 
head, kiss my cheeks, set down his coffee and newspaper and 
listen to my prattle. 


i Dr. Sangeeta Mohanty holds a doctorate in English Literature from the 
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As a slightly older child I noticed the difference in my 
relationship to him compared to other father-daughter 
relationships | had seen around me. He did not carry the typical, 
authoritarian image of a father who one was supposed to fear 
and stay away from and where his wish was a command that 
you had no right to question. Neither was there any distance 
between us and nor did | ever have any fear of him. He was 
the loving, indulgent father who showered me with affection 
and never said no to any single request of mine, be it to 
purchase a dress, a bottle of nail polish, treat me to an ice 
cream or take me to a movie. Most of my friends would not 
have dared go to their fathers with such requests. | was free 
to be my own self with him, tease him and crack jokes with 
him, which was kind of taboo in other households. 


This is not to say that | respected him any the less. It had 
not taken me long to realise that he was considered the star 
in his family and amongst relatives. In the wider circles of 
society he was known to be an academic genius and the erudite 
professor. As a young university teacher he was loved and 
admired by his students. in the academic realm he was easily 
distinguishable with his superior intellect and profound learning. 


Although a scientist, there is no area where he did not 
display an in-depth knowledge be it in history, geography, 
literature, politics, music or anything you name it. In our family, 
whenever the need arose for us.to seek information, it was to 

my father we would run to. | would listen to him in awe as he 
would narrate to us all the relevant details of the facts, as if 
he had just read and memorised it a moment ago, in the 
intention of preparing for an exam. He was our living 
encyclopaedia. How he could store such a vast body of 
knowledge and over so many years was something | always 
found impossible to fathom. Another indication of his sharp 
intellect was his amazing power of concentration. When 
engrossed in his writing which was by no means unchallenging, 
no amount of noise or activity could distract him. He would 


scarcely look away from his work remaining completely 
immersed, even with children running and screaming around, 
and with the music in full blast. 


Not too long ago | completed my dissertation in English 
literature in a Swiss university. He had scoured all over india to 
gather relevant books and research materials for which | remain 
highly indebted to him. His keen interest and deep 
understanding of a field far removed from his formal area of 
expertise, is astonishing. 


To my mother’s writings he provided invaluable critique 
and she could never imagine presenting any work of hers without 
his prior approval. If such was the depth of his familiarity on 
subjects outside his formal domain, one cannot but imagine 
what his calibre was in his field of expertise. That he was 
considered the guru in this by eminent scholars, scientists and 
experts comes as no great surprise. 


Yet his modesty knew no bounds. Never have t heard him 
say one word of praise of himself or of his achievements. 
Rather he remained silent on this even before his family 
members. Indeed we have remained in the dark about so many 
things which makes me feel ashamed that I actually know so 
little of what he had been doing and of the recognitions he 
had received. For instance, only a few months back did | come 
to know that he was part of an important United Nations 
project. And only a couple years back did | come to know that 
he was integrated into the narrow circle of highly specialised 
and talented engineers in the indian Association of Engineers, 
an extraordinary feat for someone who never had any formal 
training in this discipline. The list goes on. And | am quite sure 
that many of his accomplishments have never reached my 
ears or wilt ever do so in the future. How often have | seen 
others brag about themselves before my father, who | looked 
upon as pygmies before him! He would patientty bear with 
such conceit, only interrupting with further queries, without 
being condescending. While this used to irritate me as a 


young girl, in my later years I realised that a man of his stature 
did not have the need to blow his own trumpet or prove himself 
before anyone. True knowledge lies within you and only emerges 
for the right purposes. 


My respect for him grew deeper day by day. As was known 
to everyone, he occupied a highly enviable position where he 
could virtually mint money. But the high ideals and principles 
which formed an intrinsic part of his character, is something 
very few people can come anywhere close to, especially in a 
society where corruption, nepotism and bribery is a prominent 
feature in every sphere, and where honesty and integrity is 
almost held synonymous to foolishness. Indeed it would be 
wrong of me to say he never succumbed to temptation, for he 
never felt any. The truth is that he was immune to temptation. 


While everyone recognised his scrupulous honesty and 
uprightness, very few knew that he would not even accept 
many of those perks and benefits he was entitled to, saving 
the extra cash for his projects. Indeed his work was like his 
baby whom he nurtured so lovingly, giving his undivided 
attention and care, and devoting all his energy even at the 
cost of his health. When immersed in his work he would continue 
until the wee hours of the morning, forgetting that night had 
turned into day. Hardly getting a couple of hours rest and still 
preoccupied in deep thought he would have his breakfast 
without tasting it and get dressed for office. Skipping lunch 
was a regular affair and if he did have it, it would not be until 
late afternoon. 


With his unwavering commitment and dynamic leadership, 
the once inconsequential SPCP Board of Orissa, rose rapidly in 
importance and capacity, until it came to be recognised as the 
most prominent and successful state pollution control boards 
in India. Exploiting all resources at hand and with the help of 
a carefully selected staff, he implemented drastic measures 
and successfully combated the hazards of industrial pollution 
in Orissa, much more than any other state had managed to. 


Here | need not mention the countless hurdles he was to 
encounter in the form of political pressure, bureaucratic 
intervention and otherwise. At the national level he earned 
tremendous respect and was considered an authority in his 
field. During his tenure, the Pollution Control Board of Orissa 
became a model which other states aspired to follow. 


In his future role as the Vice-Chancellor of Berhampur 
University, a place notorious for its lawlessness and where most 
of his predecessors had failed to even complete their 3-year 
tenures, he stood by with his steadfast perseverance and 
brought upon radical changes. 


His Indo-Canadian water project at the Xavier Institute 
was another roaring success where his unique concepts and 
proposals drew in a lot of foreign investment and caught much 
attention from the media. But as he reached the zenith of his 
glory, he was abruptly cut short by the cruel hand of fate. 


As a man of true distinction, he commanded respect from 
all who knew him and left his mark wherever he set foot on. 


In his private sphere he was the epitome of affection and 
dutifulness. He was the ever-dutiful, ever-respectful son, who 
carried out the traditional responsibilities of the oldest son 
although he happened to be the youngest. Towards his in-laws 
he was equally dutiful. A warm and large-hearted person, he 
was known to be the lovable brother, uncle and brother-in- 
law. It was with him that the younger family members joked 
and laughed and turned to for a treat or to take them out. He 
was particularly fond of children who adored him in return. 
His affection for others went beyond family members and 
relatives. Even today my friends of yesteryear remember him 
as the affectionate “Mausa”. 


As a grandfather he doted on my two girls as he had done 
with me. He would play with them, narrate stories to them, 
take them sight-seeing and buy for them clothes, trinkets, 


goodies or whatever caught their fancy. 


He did not maintain any distance with my husband or with 
my sister-in-law. They became his dear children soon after 
entering the family. 


As a father he had put our interests before his own. He 
preferred to give us more exposure and show us around the 
world than increasing his bank balance. We got the opportunity 
of making foreign trips at a very tender age, something rare 
in those days. My schoolmates gazed at me with awe as the 
only “foreign-returned” student, much to my embarrassment. 


He was loved by all, both young and old. Within gossip 
circles, where hardly anybody is excluded from any sort of 
disparagement or jibe, it was almost impossible to come up 
with any derogatory remark against him. As for him, he stayed 
completely clear of any sort of gossip or slander. And never 
ever have ! heard him make any unfavourable remark about 
any relative or friend, including the most disreputable ones. 
Rather he would choose to look at the good side of their 
characters. 


He was no different a person in his professional sphere. 
He always had a good word to say even of those who were his 
worst enemies and had caused-him irreparable harm. As a 
matter of fact, he would go out of his way to do them favours 
and recommend them for important positions if he considered 
them suitable. 


He never complained of any injustice against him and 
took atl disappointments in his stride. 


There was not a trace of malice in him and his heart was 
clear as water. He was above all pettiness, and impervious to 
the fallibilities of human character. 


Material wealth and comfort never interested him.. Even 
by honest means, money would have come to him easily but 
he had shunned it completely. instead he had chosen to follow 
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the path of his passion. 


His noble-mindedness was an inborn trait in him. It would 
be impossible to count how many deprived young people, he 
had supported and escorted, and who using him as an anchor, 
have now reached heights of success. 


in the professional sphere he was fair and caring towards 
his subordinates. Although he happened to be in a leading 
position quite early in life, he never grabbed all opportunities 
that came his way, unlike most of his counterparts. Rather he 
passed those opportunities to his subordinates and encouraged 
them to widen their scope. He promoted them in every possible 
way and opened up their prospects. 


Compassionate in nature and generous in spirit he would 
be one of the first few ones to make donations in the event of 
a natural disaster. As a university professor he had financially 
supported quite a few students during times of need. 


His magnanimity and innate goodness have been a constant 
source of inspiration to me. 


In his youth my father had been given the golden 
opportunity of settling down abroad, but without thinking twice 
he had made the clear choice of returning home and had 
never looked back. Many a time have | pondered on this 
concluding it to be a critical mistake. He lost the superior 
research opportunities which the West had to offer that would 
have tapped his full potential and enabled a scientist of his 
calibre to gain wide international acclaim. But on further 
reflection I realise that had he stayed back, our country would 
have tost a brilliant mind and a worthy son, of which there is a 
dire need. | 


OUR BELOVED AJA : FOND MEMORIES 


Sarina Mohanty! 


Aja is showered and dressed, pacing to and fro, with an 
impatient look on his face. 


The clock chimes. It is 9.30 am. Half awake, not inclined 
to get up ! cuddle up within my sheets, ignoring the hustle 
bustle around me. Aja gently ruffles my hair, lightly shakes my 
shoulders, muttering, “Soma, get up, don’t waste your day.” 


After several calls from Aja ! finally teave my cosy bed and 
drowsily find my way to the bathroom. | pass by the dining hall 
and notice the table sprawled with his papers and books. ! 
realize he had already been up for long and was not only dressed 
and ready for office, but had already spent a couple of hours 
working. | feel a slight tinge of guilt at my own inertia. 
Aja was impatient as he wanted to spend a little time to help 
me with my lessons and give me some homework , before 
leaving for office. He was in a hurry to get to work and was 
annoyed at my lethargy, something alien to his nature. 
I always associate Aja with hard work and diligence. Hardly 
ever have ! seen him whiling away his time. 1! took up to him as 
a man of learning, buried in his books, scribbling away for 
long hours, deep in thought. It never seemed to tire him. He 
used to work until late night and wake up early in the morning, 
to go back to his writing. When engrossed he became totally 
oblivious to his surroundings. No sound, not even loud music or 
our squeals as we ran around his table, seemed to distract 
him. His astonishing powers of concentration were a wonder 
to us. 


But Aja had a fun side to him as well. As a little girl, | 
enjoyed our many rides on the scooter, a quick trip to the fish 
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market or to grab hold of an ice cream. Visiting the fish 
market in Bhubaneswar was a unique experience for me, and 
1 was amazed by the countless varieties of fish and Aja’s 
familiarity with them. He was a fish-lover and all the funny 
sounding names were at the tip of his tongue, which could 
only make me giggle with amusement. The highlight of our 
stay with Aja and Manumaa were our trips to Nico Park and 
Puri beach. Aja lost no time in taking us to our favourite fun 
spots, soon after our reaching Bhubaneswar. The days spent in 
Puri was always a glorious experience. The beach in Puri is one 
of my favourites and very few beaches can compare with it. 
Puri also has one of the best Chinese restaurants known to me 
called Chung Wah where Aja takes us each time we go there. 


Although Aja was a very busy person, not a single day 
passed by when he did not take us out anywhere. When he 
returned home in the evenings he would make it a point to 
take us out somewhere, if only for a couple of hours. In the 
weekends and on those days he managed to return early, a 
longer and more exciting trip would be awaiting us. With Aja 
and Manumaa | have also travelled to distant places and spend 
days in some fascinating resorts. One of these extended trips 
was to Burla where 1 got the opportunity to see the sprawling 
old house, my mother grew up in. 


To Priya and me, Aja was more of a friend than anything 
else. He took part in our childish pranks and his face shone 
with joy at the sight of our innocent pleasures. He enjoyed 
our silly jokes and joined us in our childlike imagination. Priya’s 
childish cartoon drawings depicting Aja gave him particular 
joy. He loved us, cared for us and has been the most 
affectionate grandfather ever. 


Aja and Manumaa, i love and miss you and can hardly wait 
to see you again. 


MY MEMORABLE DAYS WITH AJA 


Priya Mohanty 


I have seen the most of Aja only in the last four to five 
years when he and Manumaa visited us regularly in 
Swtzerland.When I think of him during his stay here, the first 
thing that comes to my mind is Ludo, the rattling of the dice 
and the colourful dots, as we played at it like two animated 
children. Usually he was the one who was winning all the rounds. 
In fact he had become so proficient in this game that we used 
to call him the Ludo champ. Once we sat down with the board 
and dots, there was no end to it. After each round, Aja would 
insist on another one and this went on and on, sometimes 
continuing for two hours, until my Mom chided me for not 
being in bed on time, school starting pretty early the next 
day. 


Simple gestures made Aja happy, be it accompanying him 
for a walk, fetching him a glass of water or tying his shoelaces. 
He was particularly pleased, if i! joined him for a walk, despite 
my initial protests. Since walking is not exactly my cup of tea, 
I went out with him only occasionally. But now during his 
absence, 1 regret not having gone out with him more often, if 
only to make him happy and see his elated face. He loved me 
and appreciated whatever little errand | did for him. He would 
squeeze my cheeks and affectionately stroke my hair in that 
gentle manner, typical to him. | have seen him doing the same 
with my sister, mother and my grandmother. 


The time spent with Aja during our Indian trips was more 
fun-filled. He remained quite busy in his work but during our 
holidays in Bhubaneswar, he tried his best to spend as much 
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time with us as possibte. He would make it a point to take us 
out on a long trip on Sundays. Very often during weekdays, he 
would leave early to work and return home a littte earlier than 
usual to take us out, be it to Nico Park, to the zoo, or at least 
for some ice cream. Dining out was common, mainly in 
Bhubaneswar club. 


However, the first place he would take Apa and me to was 
Nico park, our favourite haunt in Bhubaneswar. Nico Park was 
the first entertainment park | visited, as soon as | was old 
enough to enjoy and remember. During each visit we saw new 
additions to this fun park. But | found the Waterslide the most 
fascinating of all. There were a couple of other rides that | 
loved, of which, however, | do not recollect much. Aja treated 
us to a lot of goodies out there. One of them I liked particularly, 
the name of which, has however escaped my mind. We also 
went around those numerous stalls getting excited at the little 
trinkets we won for our target practicing feats. | fell in love 
with the cute little objects 1 received, be they fancy rubbers, 
decorative key rings or pens. | have preserved them to this 
day and when my eyes fall on them | remember my dear Aja 
and Manumaa, who I miss terribly. 


Our trips to Puri was another highlight of our Indian trips. 
The moment we reached Puri, Aja would take us to the beach 
where we would enjoy ourselves to our hearts’ content. Since 
Switzerland is devoid of beaches, a beach holds special 
attraction for us, more so with my grandparents near us. Aja 
was however extremely cautious and would not let us wade in 
too deep into the water, even though he made it a point to 
have a fisherman to guard us, as we splashed in the waves. 
How | enjoyed the cold water swirling on to my naked feet! It 
was a breathtaking experience and | used to resent Aja for 
not letting us to go in deeper into the water. My childish mind 
failed to realise his love and concern behind his restrictions. In 
Puri, Aja used to narrate to us about sea life and creatures 
living in the ocean. He also bought us those fascinating sea 
shells of all shapes and sizes, anything that caught our fancy. 


Back home ! would proudly display my cotlections, before my 
friends. 


Our trips to Bhubaneswar carried a lot of other delights, 
many of which have escaped my memory, owing to my tender 
years. 


The best way to please Aja was through love of books and 
learning. This was the more serious side to him that | 
experienced. Not onty did he buy me books each time I! went 
to Bhubaneswar, but also sent them through friends and relatives 
who happened to be visiting us in Switzerland. He sent books 
of all kinds, ranging from text books to children’s classics, 
joke books, Amar Chitra Kathas and Archie comics. Till this 
day ft am a big fan of Archie comics and the proud possessor of 
about a hundred Archie comic books. In fact, last month | 
gave a presentation before my class on my passion for Archie 
comics and how 1 got hooked into it. My class-mates found 
this a unique and amusing topic and my teacher granted me 
excellent grades for this presentation. 


Time has flown by and living so far way | have not had the 
privilege to grow up alongside my grandparents. But whatever 
time | have been able to spend with them, has brought me 
nothing but joy and will remain embedded in my heart as the 
most precious memories ever. ! love you, my dear Aja and 
Manumaa. 


ରେବତୀବାବୁ ପଛକୁ ଚାହିଁଲେ 


ସୀତାକାନ୍ତ ମହାପାତ୍ର 


୧୯୬୭-୬୮ ମସିହା । ମୁଁ ବର୍ଷକପାଇଁ ଯାଇଥାଏ ଭାରତସରକାରଙ୍କ ଦ୍ଵାରା 
ମନୋନୀତ ହୋଇ କେନ୍ଷିଜ ବିଶ୍ବବିଦ୍ୟାଳୟକୁ; ଉଚ୍ଚତର ଅଧ୍ୟୟନ ଓ ଶିକ୍ଷା ପାଇଁ, ରହିଥାଏ 
ସିଡ଼ୁନୀ ସସେକ୍‌୍ସ କଲେଜରେ । ସେତେବେଳେ ସୈଉଭାଗ୍ୟକୁ ରେବତୀବାବୁ ସସ୍ତୀକ 
ଥାଅନ୍ତି ଲିଡ଼ସ୍‌ରେ । ଉଚ୍ଚତର ଗବେଷଣା ପାଇଁ ତାଙ୍କ ସହିତ ବହୁପୂର୍ବରୁ ପରିଚୟ ଓ 
ବନ୍ଧୁତା । ରେଭେନ୍ସାରେ ସେ ମୋର ଦୁଇବର୍ଷ ସିନିୟର ଥଲେ । ରସାୟନ ବିଜ୍ଞାନର 
ମେଧାବୀ ଛାତ୍ର । କଲେଜରେ ବେଶ୍‌ ସୁନାମ । ମୁଁ ରେଭେନ୍‌ସାକୁ ଆସିଥାଏ ୧୯୫୩ 
ମସିହାରେ । ଆଇ.ଏସ୍‌ ସି. ଛାତ | ପୂର୍ବ ଛାତ୍ରାବାସରେ ରହୁଥାଏ | ଶ୍ରୀଯୁକ୍ତ ଯୋଗେଶ ଚନ୍ଦ୍ର 
ପତି (ଏବେ ପ୍ରଖ୍ୟାତ ପଦାର୍ଥ ବିଦ୍ୟା ବିଶାରଦ) ମୋ ରୁମ୍‌ ପାଖ ଆଉ ଗୋଟିଏ ରୁମ୍‌ରେ | 
ଆଇ.ଏସ୍‌.ସି ଛାତ୍ର ହୋଇଥବାରୁ ରସାୟନ ବିଦ୍ୟା ଦୁଇଟି ପାଠ୍ୟ ବିଷୟ | ଯୋଗେଶବାବୁ 
ପଦାର୍ଥବିଦ୍ୟାର ଉଚ୍ଚତର ଜ୍ଞାନ କଥା ଗପନ୍ତି | ବହିପତ୍ର ଦେଖାନ୍ତି । ତାଙ୍କଠୁ ରେବତୀବାବୁଙ୍କ 
କଥୀ ପ୍ରଥମେ ଶୁଣିଥିଲି ବୋଲି ମନେହେଉଛି । ଗଣିତ ବିଦ୍ୟା ମୋର ତୃତୀୟ ପାଠ୍ଯ 

, ବିଷୟ | ସେଥୁରେ ନିଜ ପରିବାରର ମେଧାବୀ ଛାତ୍ର ଉମାକାନ୍ତ ମହାପାତ୍ର (ସେ ମୋର 
୪ ବର୍ଷ ସିନିୟର) ସହାୟତା କରନ୍ତି । ତାଙ୍କଠୁ ମଧ୍ୟ ରେବତାବାବୁଙ୍କ ପ୍ରଶଂସା ଶୁଣିଥାଏ 
ଯେ ରସାୟନ ବିଦ୍ୟାର ଆମ ଅଧ୍ଯାପକମାନଙ୍କ ଭିତରୁ, କେତେକ ମଧ୍ଯ ବି.ଏ: ଅନର୍ସରେ 
ପଢାନ୍ତି । ଥରେ କୌଣସି କାଯ୍ୟରେ ରସାୟନ ବିଦ୍ୟା ବିଭାଗକୁ ଯାଇଥଲି । ଦୈବକ୍ରମେ 
ସେଇଠି ରେବତୀବାବୁଙ୍କୁ ପ୍ରଥମେ ଭେଟିଲି । ବୋଧ ହୁଏ ସେତେବେଳେ ସେ ଚତୁର୍ଥବର୍ଷ 
ଛାତ୍ର! 

ଏଇ ସାଧାରଣ ପରିଚୟ ପରେ ଅନ୍ତରଙ୍ଗ ପରିଚୟରେ ପରିଣତ ହେଲା। ଉମାକାନ୍ତବାବୁ 
ବିଭା ହେଲେ ରେବତାବାବୂଙ୍କ ବଡ଼ବାପା ସ୍ଵର୍ଗତ ରାଧାଚରଣ ଦାସଙ୍କ ଝିଅକୁ । ସେ 


* ଜ୍ଞାନପୀଠ ପୁରସ୍କାର ବିଜେତା ଓଡ଼ିଶାର ବିଶିଷ୍ଟ କବି, ଅବସର ପ୍ରାପ୍ତ ଆ.ଇ.ଏ.ଏସ୍‌. 
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ଆସିଲେ ବୋହୁ ହୋଇ ଆମ ଯୌଥ ପରିବାରକୁ । ଅଧୂକରୁ ଅଧକ ଜାଣିଲୁ କେବଳ 
ପରସର କଥା ନୁହେଁ, ଦୁଇ ପରିବାରର ଇତିବୃଭି କଥା ! ଜିଶୋରୀଚରଣ ଆସିଲେ ଆମ 
ଆଲୋଚନାର ବିଷୟକୁ । ପରେ ରେବତାୀବାବୁ ବିଭାହେଲେ କେନ୍ଦ୍ରାପଡ଼ାର ସ୍ଵନାମଧନ୍ଯ 
ଡ଼ାକ୍ତର ସରୋଜକାନ୍ତ କାନୁନ୍‌ଗୋଙ୍କ ଝିଅ ମାନସୀ କାନୁନ୍‌ଗୋଙ୍କୁ । କେନ୍ଦ୍ରାପଡ଼ା ବଳଦେବଜୀଉ 
ଆମ ଗାଁରୁ ଖୁବ୍‌ ଦୂର ନୁହେଁ । ସରୋଜକାନ୍ତ ବାବୁ ମଧ୍ଯ ପରିଚିତ ଥିଲେ ମୋର । 

ପରେ ରେବତାବାବୂଙ୍କ ଅଧ୍ୟାପକ ଜୀବନର ବିବିଧ ପଯ୍ୟାୟ ସଂପର୍କରେ ମୁଁ ଅବହିତ 
ରହିଲି । ଦେଖାହୁଏ ମଝିରେ ମଝିରେ । ଚାକିରି ପ୍ରବଂଧନରେ ଏଠୁ ସେଠିକି - ମୁଁ ବି। ସେ 
ବି । ଉମାକାନ୍ତବାବୁ ମଧ୍ଯ । ଖଟବିନସାହି କିନ୍ତୁ ଚଣ୍ଡୀମନ୍ଦିରଦୁି ଅଦୂରରେ ରହେ । 
ରେବତୀବାବୂଙ୍କ ଚାକିରୀ ଜୀବନ ଓ ବିଶେଷ ଭାବେ ପ୍ରଦୂଷଣ ନିୟନ୍ତ୍ରଣ ବୋର୍ଡ଼ ଚେୟାରମ୍ୟାନ୍‌ 
ଭାବେ ତାଙ୍କ ନାମ ମୋତେ ବେଶ୍‌ ଆକର୍ଷିତ କରିଥଲା । ଶେଷୋକଲ୍ତ କାମଟି ତାଙ୍କୁ ଖୁବ୍‌ 
ଭଲ ଲାଗିଥିବା କଥା ସେ କହୁଥିଲେ । ସେ କାଯ୍ୟର ବହୁବିଧ ଆଙ୍ଗିକ - ଗବେଷଣା, 
ଗବେଷଣା ଲବ୍ଧ ଜ୍ଞାନର ସମ୍ୟକ୍‌ ଉପଯୋଗ, ସରକାରୀ ସଂସ୍ଥାମାନଙ୍କ ସହ ସଂପର୍କ ଆଦି 
ପ୍ରତି ସେ ସଚେତନ ରହି ଅନେକ କିଛି କରିପାରିଥିଲେ | ତାଙ୍କର ସହକମ୍ମୀ ସରକାରୀ 
ଅଫିସର ସମସ୍ତିଙ୍କର ଶ୍ରଦ୍ଧାଭାଜନ ହୋଇଥଲେ । 

ପ୍ରଥମରୁ ମୋର କେନ୍ବ୍ରିଜ୍‌ ରହଣି ୧୯୬୮-୬୯ କଥା କହିଛି । ଲିଡ଼ସରେ 
ରେବତୀାବାବୁ । ଏକାଠି କିଛି ସମୟ କଟାଇବାର ସୁଯୋଗ ମିଳିଲା ! ପରସ୍ପରକୁ ଆହୁରି 
ନିକଟରୁ । ଅନ୍ତରଙ୍ଗ ପାରିବାରିକ ପରିବେଶରେ ଜାଣିବାର ଅବକାଶ ଆସିଲା | ଯୋଜନା 
ହେଲା, ବର୍ଷ ଶେଷ ଆଡ଼କୁ ମିଳୁଥିବା ଦୁଇ ସେମିଷ୍ଟର ମଧ୍ୟଭାଗରେ ଯେଉଁ ଛୁଟି, 
ସେତିକିବେଳେ ମୁଁ ପ୍ରଥମେ ଲିଡ଼୍‌ସ ଆସିବି । ତାଙ୍କ ପାଖରେ କେଇ ଦିନ କଟେଇ ସାରି 
ଆମେ ଦୁହେଁ ଯିବୁ ଏଡ଼ିନ୍‌ବରା | ଏଡ଼ିନ୍ବରା ରେବତୀବାବୁ ଯାଇ ନଂ ଆନ୍ତି। ମୁଁ ବି ଯାଇ 
ନଥାଏ । ସ୍କଟଲାଣ୍ଡର ରାଜଧାନୀ ଏ । ସହରର ସୈନ୍ଦ୍, ପ୍ରାଚୀନତା, ଏତିହ୍ୟ, 
ଯୋଜନାବଦ୍ଧ ବିକାଶ ସଂର୍ପକରେ ମୁଁ ବହୁତ କିଛି ଜାଣିଥାଏ ଏବଂ ଯିବା ସ୍ଥିର ହେଲା ପରେ 
ଆହୁରି କିଛି ପଢିନେଲି । ସେତେବେଳକୁ ରେବତୀବାବୁ ଓ ମାନସୀ ଆମର ପାରିବାରିକ 
ବଂଧୁ ହୋଇସାରିଥାନ୍ତି । 

ଆଗରୁ ଲେଖୁଥିବା ପ୍ରକାରେ ଛୁଟିଦିନ ସବୁ ସ୍ପିରକରି ସପ୍ତାହେ ପାଇଁ ବାହାରିଗଲି 
ଲିଡ଼୍‌ସ । ବରଫ ଟିକେ ତା” ଆଗରୁ ପଡ଼ିଥାଏ ! ଏକା ଏକା ପ୍ରଥମ ଥର ବସଯତ୍ରା । ଭଲ 
ଲାଗିଲା | ଲିଡ଼୍‌ସରେ ପହଞ୍ଚି ଠିକଣା ଯାଗାକୁ ଟ୍ୟାକ୍ତି ଧରି ପହଞ୍ଚିଗଲି । ଆରମ୍ଭ ହୋଇଗଲା 
ସେଇ ସ୍କରଣୀୟ ଦିନ କେଇଟି | ଅତୀତର ସ୍ମୃତିଚାରଣ, କେନ୍ବିକ ¬ ଲିଡ଼୍‌ସରେ ଦୁହିଁଙ୍କର 


ଅନୁଭୁତିମାନଙ୍କର ବିନିମୟ, ସ୍ଥାନୀୟ ପରିବେଶ ଓ ସେଠି ରହୁଥିବା ବହୁ ସଂଖ୍ୟକ ଭାରତୀୟଙ୍କ 
କଥା, ସବୌପରି ମାନସୀଙ୍କ ସୁଆଦିଆ ରାନ୍ଧଣା । ସ୍ମୃତିଚାରଣ ତ ଅପଯ୍ୟୀପ୍ତ । ସବୁ 
ପଛଦିନ କଥା | ଓଡ଼ିଆ ଖାଇବା ପାଇଁ ମୁଁ ଆନନ୍ଦିତ ହେବା ତ ସ୍ଵାଭାବିକ | କ୍ରେମ୍ିଜର ବ୍ରିଟିଶ 
ଖାଦ୍ୟ ପରେ ଘର ମନେପକାଇ ଦେଲା ¦ ଦୁହେଁ ମିଶି ଏତେ ଖୋଇଲେ ଯେ, ସେ କଥା 
ଏବେ ବି ମନେପଡୁଛି । ତା'ପରେ ଦୁଇବନ୍ଧୁ ବସ୍‌ଯାତ୍ରାରେ ଗଲୁ ଏଡ଼ିନ୍‌ବରା ବାଟରେ 
ବସ୍ଚାଲିଲା କୋଉଠି ପାହାଡ଼ ଧାରରେ, ପାହାଡ଼ ଉପରେ ଅନ ଅନ୍ନ ବରଫ | ଆଉ 
କୋଉଠି ଦୂରରେ ସମୁଦ୍ରର ନୀଳ ଆସ୍ତରଣ । 

ପହୁଞ୍ଚ ରାତିଟିଏ ସେଠି ରହଣି ¦ ପ୍ରଥମେ ତ ମନୋମୁଗ୍ଧକର ଲାଗିଲା ଏଡ଼ିନ୍‌ବରା 
ଚଉଡ଼ା ରାସ୍ତା, ସୁନ୍ଦର ଆଲୋକ ସଜା, ଆଲୋକ ସଜିତ ଏଡ଼ିନ୍‌ବରା ଦୂର୍ଗ | ଏ ଯାବତ୍‌ ମୁଁ 
ବିଚାରିଛି ଯେ, ଯେତେ ସୁନ୍ଦର ସହରସବୁ ଦେଖୁଛି ତା” ଭିତରେ ଏଡ଼ିନ୍‌ବରା ଅନ୍ୟତମ । 
ଦୁୂର୍ଗଟିର ଇତିହାସ ଆମେ ଦୁଇବଂଧୁ ଆଲୋଚନା କରୁଥାଉ । ରାସ୍ତାରେ ଚାଲି ଚାଲି ବୁଲିବା 
ଭାରି ଭଲ ଲାଗୁଥାଏ | ଅବଶ୍ୟ ଥଣ୍ଡା ବେଶ୍‌ ପଡ଼ିଥାଏ | ଶୀତଦିନିଆ ପୋଷାକ (ଓଭରକୋଟ୍‌ 
ସମେତ) ଯଥେଷ୍ଟ ସାଙ୍ଗରେ ନେଇଥାଉ | ସ୍କଟିସ୍‌ ଲୋକଙ୍କର ଚାଲିଚଳନ, ସ୍କଚଂହ୍ବିସ୍କିର 
ଦେଶରେ ମଦିରାପାନ ପ୍ରାଚୂଯ୍ୟ ଏବଂ ଆମକୁ ମଧ୍ଯ ଅତିଥରପରାୟଣ କେହି କେହି ଏମିତି 
ମଦିରା ( ହିସି) ଯାଚିବା ମୋର ମନେ ପଡ଼ୁଛି । ଦୁର୍ଭାଗ୍ୟକୁ ମୁଁ ହ୍ଵଷ୍କି ଅଦୌ ପିଏନି । 
ରେବତାବାବୁ ନୁହନ୍ତି । ତେଣୁ ଆତିଥ୍ୟ ଗ୍ରହଣ କରି ପାରିଲୁନି । କିନ୍ତୁ ବେଶ୍‌ ମନେପଡ଼େ 
ସେମାନଙ୍କ ସହ ଭାରତୀୟ ସେନାବାହିନୀ ଚାକିରି ପରେ ସ୍ବଦେଶ ଲେଉଟି ଥବା ସୈନିକଙ୍କ 
ସହ ଏଠି ସେଠି ଭେଟ ହେଲା ରାସ୍ତାରେ, ହୋଟେଲରେ, ରେସ୍ତୋରୀରେ । ସେମାନେ ବି 
ନିଜ ନିଜ ସ୍ମୃତି ବଖାଣିବା ପାଇଁ ବେଶ୍‌ ଆଗ୍ରହୀ ମନେ ହେଲା | ସବୁ ମଣିଷ ବୋଧହୁଏ 
ଆମେ ଏମିତି-ଆପଣା ସ୍କୁତିରେ ଠିକଣା ଲୋକଙ୍କୁ ଭାଗୀଦାର କରେଇବାରେ ଆନନ୍ଦ 
ମିଳିଥାଏ । ସଟଲାଣ୍ଡର ସେନାବାହିନୀର ବ୍ୟାଣ୍ଡ, ରେସ୍ତୋରାରେ ସ୍ଥାନୀୟ ସୁସ୍ଵାଦୂ ଖାଦ୍ୟ, 
ସାଧାରଣ ମଣିଷଙ୍କର ଆବେଗ ଉସ୍ାହଭରା ବ୍ୟବହାର ବହୁତ ଭଲ ଲାଗିଲା | 

ଆମେ ଦୁହେଁ ବହୁତ ତୁଳନାମବକ ଆଲୋଚନା କଲୁ । ବ୍ରିଟିସ୍‌ ଖାଦ୍ୟ ଯାହା, ହୁଏତ 
ସ୍ବୀସ୍ଥକର କିନ୍ତୁ ସ୍ଵାଦିଷ୍ଟ ନୁହେଁ, ଆଉ ବେଶ୍‌ ସ୍ଵାଦିଷ୍ଟ ସ୍କଟିସ୍‌ ଖାଦ୍ୟ । ଇଂରେଜ ଲୋକଙ୍କ 
ସମାଜିକ ସାଧାରଣ ବ୍ଯବହାର ଓ ଏ ଲୋକଙ୍କର ବ୍ଯବହାର । ଇଂରେଜୀ ଲୋକଙ୍କ 
ବିଷୟରେ ନିଶ୍ଚିତ କଥା ନ ପଚାରିଲେ ସେମାନେ କିଛି କହିବେନି, ପାଟିରେ ତୁଣ୍ଡି ବାନ୍ଧ 
ରହିଯିବେ | ସ୍କଟିସ୍‌ ଲୋକ କିଛି ପରିମାଣରେ ଆମପରି ଏତେ ଗପୁଡ଼ି ନ ହେଲେ ବି 
ଗପସପ ଭାରି ଭଲପାଆନ୍ତି ! ସାରୁ ପରିବା ନହେଲେ ବି ସହଜରେ ସମସ୍ତିଙ୍କ ସହ 


ମିଶିପାରନ୍ତି 

ଏଠି ଆଉ ଅଧ୍ୂକ ସେ ଲୋକଙ୍କ କଥା ଓ ଏଡ଼ିନ୍‌ବରାର ସୌନ୍ଦଯ୍ୟ ଓ ସହରର ବିଶଦ 
ବର୍ଣ୍ଣନା କରିବାରୁ ବିରତ ହେଉଛି । ଏତିକି କହିଲେ ଯଥେଷ୍ଟ, ଦୁଇବନ୍ଧୁଙ୍କ ଏଡ଼ିନ୍‌ବରା 
ଭ୍ରମଣ ଅତ୍ଯନ୍ତ ସୁଖକର ହେଲା ଓ ଏଡ଼ିନ୍‌ବରାରୁ ଫେରି ଦୂହେଁ ପୁଣି ଖାନାପିନା ଓ 
ଏଡ଼ିନ୍‌ବରା ସ୍ୁତିଚାରଣରେ ବ୍ଯାପୂତ ହୋଇଗଲୁ । ସବୁ ଶୁଣି ସାରିବା ପରେ ମାନସୀ 
ଏଡ଼ିନ୍ବରା ଅପରିହାଯ୍ୟ କାରଣରୁ ଯାଇପାରିନ ଥିବାରୁ ନିଶ୍ଚୟ ମନେ ମନେ ଦୂଃଖୁତ 
ହୋଇଥିବେ । 

ଲିଡ଼ସର ରହଣି ଶେଷ ହେଲା । ବିଶ୍ବବିଦ୍ୟାଳୟ ଓ ରେବତୀବାବୁଙ୍କ ରସାୟନ 
ବିଭାଗ, ଲାବରେଟୋରି ଇତ୍ୟାଦି ସବୁ ଦେଖସାରିଥଲି | ପ୍ରଫେସରମାନଙ୍କୁ କେତେ ଅଧକ 
କ୍ଷମତା ସେଠି ଦିଆଯାଏ, ସେକଥା ରେବତୀବାବୁ କହି, ଆମର କେବେ ସେମିତି ହେବ, 
ଏ ସ୍ଵପ୍ନ ଦେଖୁଥିଲେ । ସେ ସ୍ଵପ୍ନ ଏବେ ବି ସ୍ଵପ୍ନ ହୋଇ ରହିଛି । 

ଶେଷରେ କେନ୍ତ୍ରିଜ୍‌ ଫେରିବା ଦିନ ଆସିଲା । ଦୃହିଁଙ୍କଠୁଁ ବିଦାୟ ନେଇ ପୁଣି ବସ୍‌ରେ 
ଫେରିଲି କ୍ରେମ୍ତ୍ରିଜ୍‌ 


ମୁଁ ରେବତୀ ସାର୍‌ଙ୍କୁ ଯେତିକି ଜାଣିଛି 


ପ୍ରମୋଦ ଚନ୍ଦ୍ର ମିଶ୍ରଂ 


ସମ୍ବଲପୁର ବିଶ୍ଵବିଦ୍ୟାଳୟର ଜୀବ ବିଜ୍ଞାନ ବିଭାଗରୁ ୧୯ ୭୫ ମସିହାରେ ସ୍ାତକୋତ୍ତର 
ପାଶ୍‌ କଲାପରେ ସେହି ବିଭାଗରେ ଭାରତ ସରକାରଙ୍କ ବୈଜ୍ଞାନିକ ଓ ଓଦ୍ୟୋଗିକ 
ପରିଷଦ (୯S!) ତରଫରୁ ବୃଭି ପାଇ ୧୯୭୯ ମସିହା ଅପ୍ରେଲ ୭ ତାରଖରେ 
ଗବେଷଣା ଛାତ୍ର ଭାବରେ ଯୋଗଦେଲି । ପ୍ରଫେସର ମାଧବ ଚନ୍ଦ୍ର ଦାଶ ମୋର ଗୁରୁଦେବ 
ଓ ତାଙ୍କ ତତ୍ତ୍ଵାବଧାନରେ ଗବେଷଣା ଆରମ୍ଭ କଲି |! ପାଠ ପଢିଲାବେଳେ ମୋର ରସାୟନ 
ବିଭାଗ ସହପାଠୀମାନଙ୍କ ଠାରୁ ଶୁଣିଥିଲି ଯେ ବୁର୍ଲାସ୍ଥିତ ବିଶ୍ଵବିଦ୍ୟାଳୟ ଯାନ୍ତିକ 
ମହାବିଦ୍ୟାଳୟର ରସାୟନ ବିଭାଗରେ ରେବତୀ ଚରଣ ଦାସ ବୋଳି ଜଣେ ଜ୍ଞାନୀ ଓ 
ଗୁଣୀ ଶିକ୍ଷକ ଅଛନ୍ତି | 

୧୯୭୯ ମସିହାରେ ମୋ ଗବେଷଣା ପ୍ରାୟ ଶେଷ ହୋଇ ଆସିଥୁଲା । କନିଷ୍ଠ 

ଗବେଷଣା ବୃତି ୨ ବର୍ଷ ପାଇ ତାପରେ ବରିଷ୍ଠ ବୃତ୍ତି ପାଉଥିଲି । ଏହି ସମୟରେ ଓଡ଼ିଶା 
ସରକାରଙ୍କ ଦ୍ଵାରା କେତେକ ପୁରୁଣା ବିଭାଗରେ ଗବେଷଣା ସହାୟକ ପଦବୀ ସୃଷ୍ଟି 
ହେଲା ଓ ଯୋଗ୍ୟତା ଭିତରେ ଜୀବ ବିଜ୍ଞାନ ବିଭାଗରେ ମୁଁ ଗବେଷଣା ସହାୟକ ଭାବେ 
ଯୋଗଦେଲି । ଏହି ୩/୪ ବର୍ଷ ମଧ୍ଯରେ ମୁଁ ରେବତୀ ସାରଙ୍କୁ ଚିହ୍ନିଥଲି ଏବଂ ତାଙ୍କ 
ସଂଗରେ ଅନ୍ନ କଥାବାର୍ଭା ମଧ୍ଯ ହୋଇଥଲା ! ଦିନେ ମୋ ଗୁରୁଦେବ ପ୍ରଫେସର୍‌ ଦାଶ୍‌ ତାଙ୍କ 
ରୁମ୍‌କୁ ମୋତେ ଡକାଇଲେ | ଯାଇ ଦେଖେ ଯେ ରେବତୀ ସାର୍‌ ସେଠି ଅଛନ୍ତି | ଦୁଇଜଣଙ୍କୁ 
ନତମସ୍ତକ ହେଲାପରେ ମୋତେ ବସିବା ପାଇଁ କହିଲେ ଓ ରେବତୀ ସାର୍‌ ତାଙ୍କ ଆସିବାର 
ଅଭିପ୍ରାୟ ଜଣାଇଲେ |: 

ରେବତୀ ସାର୍‌ ଓ ମୋର ଗୁରୁଦେବ ମିଳିତ ଭାବେ କେନ୍ଦ୍ର ସରକାରଙ୍କ ପରିବେଶ 
ଓ ଜଂଗଲ ମନ୍ତ୍ରଣାଳୟକୁ ଏକ ଗବେଷଣା ପ୍ରକଳ ପଠାଇଥୁଲେ ଯାହାକି ମଞ୍ଜୁର ହୋଇ 
* ଡ଼କ୍ଟର ପ୍ରମୋଦ ଚନ୍ଦ୍ର ମିଶ୍ର ସମ୍ବଲପୁର ବିଶ୍ଵବିଦ୍ୟାଳୟ ପରିବେଶ ବିଜ୍ଞାନ ବିଭାଗରେ ପ୍ରଫେସର ଓ 
ବଭାଗୀୟ ମୁଖ୍ୟ 


PT 


ଆସିଥୁଲା । ପ୍ରକଳ୍ଟି ମହାନଦୀ, ଇବ୍‌ ନଦୀ ଓ ହିରାକୁଦ ଜଳଭଣ୍ଡାର ପ୍ରଦୂଷଣ ଓ ତାର 
ପ୍ରଭାବକୁ ଅଧ୍ୟୟନ କରିବା । ୧୯ ୭ ୯ ମସିହାରେ ୫/୬ ଲକ୍ଷ ଟଙ୍କା ସହାୟତା ଥାଇ ଏକ 
ପ୍ରକହ ପାଇବା ସମ୍ବଲପୁର ବିଶ୍ଵବିଦ୍ୟାଳୟ ପାଇଁ ପ୍ରଥମ | ପ୍ରକଳରେ ୫ଜଣ ଗବେଷକ ଓ 
ଗବେଷଣା ସହାୟକ ନିଯୁକ୍ତିର ବ୍ୟବସ୍ଥା ଥଲା। ଯେହେତୁ ଶିକ୍ଷା, ଗବେଷଣା ଓ ଶୀସନକାଯ୍ୟ 
ଯୋଗୁଁ ସେମାନେ ଦୂଇଜଣ ବ୍ୟସ୍ତ ରୁହନ୍ତି, ସେମାନେ ଚାହୁଁଥିଲେ ପରିବେଶ ବିଜ୍ଞାନରେ 
ଶିକ୍ଷା ଓ ଗବେଷଣା ଅଭିଜ୍ଞତା ଥିବା କେହି ବ୍ଯକ୍ତି ପ୍ରକନରେ ଥବା ବରିଷ୍ଠ ଗବେଷଣା 
ସହାୟକ (Senior Reseach Associate) ଭାବରେ ଯୋଗ ଦେଇ ପ୍ରକଳ୍ପକୁ 
ସଂଯୋଜନା କରିବା ! ଏଥିପାଇଁ ସେମାନେ ମୋ ପାଖରେ ଆଗ୍ରହ ପ୍ରକାଶ କଲେ | ସତ 
କହିବାକୁ ଗଲେ ଚାକିରୀ ମୋହରେ ସିନା ଗବେଷଣା ସହାୟକ ପଦରେ ଯୋଗଦେଲି, 
ହେଲେ ଆନନ୍ଦ ମିନୁନଥଲା। କମ୍‌ ବୃଭି ହେଲେ ମଧ୍ଯ ଏହି ପ୍ରକଳ୍ନରେ ଯୋଗଦେଲି । ସେହି 
ସମୟରେ ଏକ ଅଣସଶିକ୍ଷକକୁ ପାଠପଢିବା ବା ଗବେଷଣା କରିବା ପାଇଁ ଛୁଟି ଦେବାର 
ନଜିର ନଥୁଲା । ସେ ସମୟର କୁଳପତି ସ୍ଵର୍ଗତ ନବୀନକୂୁମାର ସାହୁ ଓ ମୋର ଗୁରୁଦେବଙ୍କ 
ଆଶୀର୍ବାଦରୁ ସମ୍ବଲପୁର ବିଶ୍ଵବିଦ୍ୟାଳୟ ମୋତେୈ ଚାକିରିରେ ରଖୁ ଛୁଟି ମଞ୍ଜୁର କଲେ | 

ପ୍ରକଳ୍ପରେ ଯୋଗଦେବା ପରେ ସଂଯୋଜନା ଦାୟିତ୍ଵ ମୋ ଉପରେ ନ୍ୟସ୍ତହେଲା । 
ପଢିବା ସମୟରେ ଗୁରୁଦେବଙ୍କ ଶିକ୍ଷା ଓ ଗବେଷଣା ସମୟରେ ଗୁରୁଦେବଙ୍କ ତତ୍ତାବଧାନରେ 
ଅଭିଜ୍ଚତାକୁ ପାଥେୟ କରି କାମ ଆରମ୍ଭ କଲି ! ବ୍ରଜରାଜନଗରର ଇବ୍‌ ନଦୀ ପାଣି, 
ହୀରାକୁଦ ଜଳଭଣ୍ଡାର, ମହାନଦୀର ସମ୍ବଲପୁର, କିଆକଟା, ଚୌଦ୍ଵାର ଓ କଟକରୁ ପାଣି 
ଆଣି ପରୀକ୍ଷା କରି ପରୀକ୍ଷାର ଫଳାଫଳ ନିୟମିତ ସାର୍‌ଙ୍କୁ ଦେଖାଉଥଲି । ତେଣୁ ରେବତୀ 
ସାରଙ୍କ ସହ ପ୍ରାୟ ସପ୍ତାହକୁ ୨/୩ ଥର ଦେଖା ହେଉଥଲା | ଜୀବ ବିଜ୍ଞାନ ଓ ପରିବେଶ 
ବିଜ୍ଞାନ ରେ ମୋର ଶିକ୍ଷାଲବ୍ଧ ଜ୍ଞାନ ଓ ରସାୟନ ବିଜ୍ଞାନରେ ରେବତୀ ସାରଙ୍କ ବହୁଳ ଜ୍ଞାନ 
ପାରିପାର୍ଶ୍ବିକ ରସାୟନ ବିଜ୍ଞାନ ଶିକ୍ଷା ଉପରେ ରେବତୀ ସାରଙ୍କ ଠାରୁ ଅନେକ ଜ୍ଞାନ 
ଆହରଣ କଲି | ସବୁଠାରୁ ଆଶ୍ଚଯ୍ୟ ଲାଗୁଥଲା ଯେତେବେଳେ ସାର୍‌ ମୋ ସଂଗେ ପ୍ରକଳ 
ସମ୍ବନ୍ଧୀୟ ଜୀବବିଜ୍ଞାନ ଓ ପରିବେଶ ବିଜ୍ଞାନ ବିଷୟରେ ଆଲୋଚନା କରୁଥିଲେ ଓ ଶୁଣୁଥିଲେ 
ମନଦେଇ ! ସେହି ବିଷୟରେ ଜାଣି ନଥୁ୍‌ବାରୁ ସେ ଜାଣିବା ପାଇଁ ଆଗ୍ରହ ପ୍ରକାଶ କରୁଥିଲେ | 
ଗର୍ବ ବା ଅହଂକାର ମୋଟେ ନଥୁଲା | ଘରକୁ ତାଙ୍କର ଯେତେବେଳେ ଯାଏ, ସାର୍‌ ଓ 
ମ୍ୟାଡ଼ାମ୍‌ ମୋତେ ବହୁତ ଆଦର ଓ ସମ୍ମାନ ଦେଉଥିଲେ । 

ପ୍ରକଳ୍ପର ପ୍ରଥମ ବର୍ଷ ଶେଷ ହେବା ପରେ ଏକ ତଥ୍ୟ ସମ୍ବଳିତ ଲେଖା (report) 
ମନ୍ତ୍ରଣାଳୟକୁ ପଠେଇବା ପାଇଁ ଦେଲି ତା ସଂଗେ ଏକ ଗବେଷଣା ସନ୍ଦର୍ଭ ଲେଖୁ କରି 
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ଦେଲି | ସେ ସମୟରେ କମ୍ପୁଟର ନଥୁଲା | ହାତରେ ଲେଖୁ ଶିକ୍ଷକ ଶୁବି କଲାପରେ ଟାଇପ୍‌ 
କରାଯାଉଥିଲା | ୨/୩ ଦିନ ପରେ ସାର୍‌ ମୋତେ ମୋର ଦୂଇଟି ଲେଖା ସହିତ ତାଙ୍କର 
ଦୁଇଟି ସ୍ଵହସ୍ତରେ ଲିଖୂତ ଲେଖା ଧରାଇଦେଲେ ।! ବହୁତ ଖରାପ ଲାଗିଲା ଓ ଲଜା 
ଲାଗିଲା | ଭାବିଲି ମୋ ଲେଖାରେ ବହୂତ ଭୁଲ୍‌ ଥବାରୁ ସାର୍‌ ନିଜେ ଲେଖୁକରି ଦେଲେ । 
ମହାବିଦ୍ୟାଳୟରେ ସାକ୍ଷାତ ହୋଇଥଲା ଓ ସମୟ ନଥିବାରୁ ସାର୍‌ଙ୍କ ସଂଗେ ଆଲୋଚନା 
କରି ଘରକୁ ଆସିଲି | ଘରେ ଆସି ପଢିଲାବେଳକୁ ଜାଣିଲି ଯେ ମୋର ଓ ସାର୍‌ଙ୍କ ମଧ୍ୟରେ 
ଲେଖାରେ କିଛି ପ୍ରଭେଦ ନାହିଁ । ଖୁବ୍‌ କମ୍‌ ଜାଗାରେ ଇଂରାଜୀ ଶୁଦ୍ଧି କରିଛନ୍ତି । ଦିନେ 
ସାରଙ୍କୁ ପଚାରିଲି କାହିଁକି ଏତେ ଗୁଡ଼ା ପୁଣି ଲେଖୁଲେ ? ନାଲି କଲମରେ ଶୁଵ୍ଧିତ 
କରିପାରିଥାନ୍ତେ ? ଟିକିଏ ହସିଦେଇ କହିଲେ “ ମୋ ସ୍ବାର୍ଥ ପାଇଁ” ଶୁଣି ଆଶ୍ଚଯ୍ୟ ଲାଗିଲା | 
କହିଲେ “ ତମ ଲେଖା ପୁରା ପଢିବା ପରେ ପୁଣି ତାକୁ ମୁଁ ଲେଖଵବାରୁ ମୋର ଅବୁଝା କିଛି 
ରହିଲାନି ଏବଂ ଏହା ମୋର ମନେ ରଖୁବାରେ ସହାୟକ ହେବ” ଏତେ ବୟସରେ ମଧ୍ଯ 
ଜ୍ଞାନ ଆହରଣ କରିବାର ପ୍ରଚେଷ୍ଠା ବହୁତ କମ୍‌ ଲୋକଙ୍କ ପାଖରେ ଥାଏ ! 

ରେବତୀ ସାର୍‌ ସେ ସମୟରେ ବିଶ୍ଵବିଦ୍ୟାଳୟ ଅନୁଦାନ ଆୟୋଗରୁ ସହାୟତା 
ପାଇଁ ମହାବିଦ୍ୟାଳୟ ଶିକ୍ଷକଙ୍କ ପାଇଁ ଏକ ୨୮ ଦିନିଆ ଗ୍ରୀଷ୍କକାଳୀନ ଶିବିରର ଆୟୋଜନ 
କରିଥଲେ, ପରିବେଶ ବିଜ୍ଞାନ ଓ ବୈଷୟିକ ଶିକ୍ଷା ଉପରେ । ତା'ପରେ ଏକ ଜାତୀୟସ୍ତରର 
ଆଲୋଚନା ଚକ୍ର ବାୟୁ ଓ ଜଳ ପ୍ରଦୂଷଣ ଉପରେ | ଏହା ବୋଧହୁଏ ଓଡ଼ିଶାରେ ପ୍ରଥମଥର 
ପାଇଁ ହୋଇଥଲା | ମୋ ଉପରେ ତାଙ୍କର ଆସ୍ଥା ବହୁଳ ଭାବରେ ବଢିଯାଇଥାଏ | ତେଣୁ 
ଏହି ଦୁଇଟି କାୟ୍ୟକ୍ରମରେ ମୋତେ ପାଠ୍ୟ ଖସଡ଼ା ପ୍ରସ୍ତୁତ ଓ ପରଟାଳନା ଦାୟିତ୍ବ ନ୍ୟସ୍ତ 
କଲେ ଯାହାକି ମୁଁ ସୁଚାରୁ ରୂପେ ସମ୍ପାଦନ କଲି । 

ଇବ୍‌ ନଦୀରେ ଗବେଷଣା କଲାବେଳେ ଓରିଏଣ୍ଟ କାଗଜକଳ ଯୋଗୁଁ ଇବ୍‌ ନଦୀ 
ବହୁପରିମାଣରେ ଦୂଷିତ ବୋଲି ପ୍ରତ୍ୟକ୍ଷ ପ୍ରମାଣ ପାଇଲୁ ।! ଇବ୍‌ ନଦୀର ପାଣି, ମାଟି, ମାଛ 
ଇତ୍ୟାଦିରେ ବିଷାକ୍ତ ପାରଦ ଅଛି ବୋଲି ଗବେଷଣାରୁ ପ୍ରଥମ କରି ମାତ୍ରା ସହ ଜାଣିଲୁ 
ଏ ଖବର ଜାଣି କାଗଜ କଳରେ କାମ କରୁଥିବା ଜଣେ ବରିଷ୍ଠ ଅଫିସର୍‌ ତଥ୍ୟ ଲୁଚାଇବା 
ପାଇଁ ବହୁତ ବଡ଼ ଲୋଭ ଦେଖାଇଥିଲେ ! ମୋ ଠାରୁ ନାଞ୍ତି ବାଣୀ ଶୁଣିଲା ପରେ ଟିକିଏ 
ହସି ଏକଥା ରେବତୀ ସାର୍‌ଙ୍କୁ କହିଲେ । ସାର୍‌ ଏହା ଶୁଣି ମୋତେ ବହୁତ ଧନ୍ଯବାଦ 
ଦେଲେ ! ଏହି ଘଟଣା ପରେ ସେ ଭଦ୍ରଲୋକଙ୍କ ସଂଗେ ବହୁତ ଘନିଷ୍ଠତା ବଢିଥିଲା | 
ଲୋଭ ସମ୍ଭାଳି ନଥିଲେ ହୁଏତ ତାଙ୍କ ସଂଗେ ଆଉ ଦେଖା ସାକ୍ଷାତ ହୋଇନଥାନ୍ତା । 
ପ୍ରକଳ୍ସଟି ଶେଷ ହେବା ପରେ ଦୂଇ ବିଶିଷ୍ଟ ପରିବେଶ ବିଜ୍ଞାନୀଙ୍କ ପ୍ରତ୍ୟକ୍ଷ ତତ୍ତ୍ାବଧାନରେ 
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ଏକ ୬୦ ପୂଷ୍ଠା ବ୍ୟାପି ତଥ୍ଯ ସମ୍ବଳିକ ରିପୋର୍ଟ ପରିବେଶ ଓ ଜଂଗଲ ମନ୍ତ୍ରଣାଳୟକୁ 
ପଠାଇଲୁ । ଓଡ଼ିଶାରୁ ଏକ ନଦୀ ଉପରେ ପ୍ରଦୂଷଣ ସମ୍ବନ୍ଧୀୟ ଗବେଷଣା ଓ ତାର ତର୍ଜମା 
ପ୍ରଥମ କରି ଦାଖଲ ହେଲା । ଦୁଇଜଣ ଗବେଷକ ସନ୍ଦର୍ଭ ଲେଖୁ ପି.ଏଚ୍‌.ଡ଼ି. ପାଇଲେ । 

ଏତେବଡ଼ ଜ୍ଞାନୀ, ଗୁଣୀ ଓ ଗବେଷକଙ୍କୁ ଶେଷରେ ସୁଫଳ ମିଳିଲା । ଓଡ଼ିଶା 
ସରକାରଙ୍କ ଦ୍ଵାରା ପ୍ରଦୂଷଣ ନିୟନ୍ତ୍ରଣ ବୋର୍ଡ଼ର ଅଧ୍ଯକ୍ଷ ଦାୟିତ୍ଵ ତୁଲାଇବା ପାଇଁ ମନୋନୀତ 
ହେଲେ । ଛଅ ବର୍ଷ ସୂଚାରୁ ରୂପେ ଦାୟିତ୍ଵ ତୁଲାଇବା ପରେ ବ୍ରହ୍ମପୁର ବିଶ୍ଵବିଦ୍ୟାଳୟର 
କୁଳପତି ଦାୟିତ୍ଵରେ ୩ ବର୍ଷ ରହିଲେ । ସେଠାରୁ ଫେରି ପୁଣି ଦୁଇ ବର୍ଷ ପ୍ରଦୂଷଣ ନିୟନ୍ତ୍ରଣ 
ବୋର୍ଡ଼ରେ ଅଧ୍ଯକ୍ଷ ରହି ଅବସର ନେଲେ । ଅଧ୍ଯକ୍ଷ ଥବା ସମୟରେ ଓଡ଼ିଶାର ଜନସାଧୀରଣ 
ଏହି ବୋର୍ଡ଼ର କାଯ୍ୟ ଦକ୍ଷତା ବିଷୟରେ ଜାଣିଲେ ।! ତାଙ୍କ ସମୟରେ ବୋର୍ଡ଼ ତରଫରୁ 
ଆଲୋଚନା ଚକ୍ର, ଶିକ୍ଷାଦାନ ଆଦି ଆୟୋଜନ ହେଲା ! ବହୁ ବୈଜ୍ଞାନିକ ଉଚ୍ଚଶିକ୍ଷା ପାଇଁ 
ବିଦେଶ ଗଲେ । ବିଭିନ୍ନ ଉପାଦେୟ ପୁସ୍ତିକା ଛପା ହେଲା । କହିବାକୁ ଗଲେ, ତାଙ୍କ 
ଅଧ୍ୟକ୍ଷତା ସମୟରୁ ବୋର୍ଡ଼ର କାଯ୍ୟକ୍ରମ ଲୋକଲୋଚନକୁ ଆସିଲା । 

ଭୁବନେଶ୍ବର ଓ ବ୍ରହ୍ମପୁରରେ ସାର୍‌ ଥିଲାବେଳେ ମୁଁ ବିଶ୍ବବିଦ୍ୟାଳୟ କାମରେ ଗଲେ 
ତାଙ୍କ ପାଖରେ ରହେ । ବହୁତ ଘରୁଆ ଲାଗେ ସାର୍‌ ଓ ମ୍ୟାଡ଼ାମଙ୍କ ଆତିଥ୍ୟ ¦ ବହୁ ବିଷୟ 
ଉପରେ ଆଲୋଚନା କରୁ | ସାରଙ୍କ ସଂଗେ ମିଶି ପରିଦେଶ ବିଜ୍ଞାନ ଓ ଶିକ୍ଷା ଉପରେ ବହି 
ଲେଖୁଛୁ । Cs 

ଯେ ଦୀର୍ଘ ୩୬ ବର୍ଷକାଳ କର୍ମମୟ ଜୀବନ ଅତିବାହିତ କଲେ ସେ ଅବସର 
ନେବେ କିପରି ? ଭୁବନେଶ୍ବରସ୍ଥିତ ଜାଭିୟର ଇନ୍‌ଷିଚ୍ୟଟ୍‌ ଅଫ୍‌ ମ୍ୟାନେଜ୍‌ମେଞ୍ଟର ନିମନ୍ତ୍ରଣ 
କ୍ରମେ ସେଠାରେ ସାମୟିକ ପ୍ରଫେସର ଭାବେ ଯୋଗଦେଲେ ! ଏହି ଯୋଗଦାନ ଓଡ଼ିଶା 
ପାଇଁ ଏକ ବରଦାନ । କମ୍‌ ଖର୍ଚ୍ଚରେ ଜୈବିକ ଉପାୟରେ ମଇଳା ପାଣିକୁ ପରିଷ୍କାର 
କରିବା ଉପରେ ଆଠ କୋଟି ଟଙ୍କାର ପ୍ରକନଧ ଇଣ୍ଡୋ - କାନାଡ଼ିଆନ୍‌ ଫ୍ରେଣ୍ଡସିପ୍‌ ଫାସିଲିଟିରୁ 
ମଞ୍ଜୁର କରାଇ ଜାଭିୟର ଓ କୌଶଲ୍ୟାଗଙ୍ଗ ସ୍ଥିତ ଗବେଷଣା କେନ୍ଦ୍ରର ମିଳିତ ଦାୟିତ୍ବରେ 
ନିଜ ତତ୍ତ୍ରାବଧାନରେ ଆରମ୍ଭ କଲେ ! 

ଏହି ପ୍ରକଳ୍ପଟି ଲକ୍ଷ୍ମୀସାଗର, ବାଣୀବିହାର ଜଳାଶୟ, ନିକୋପାର୍କ ଵଳାଶୟ ଓ ତା 
ସଂଲଗ୍ନ ନାଳପାଣିରୁ ଆରମ୍ଭ ହେଲା। ଜଣେ ସ୍ଵଚକ୍ଷୁରେ ବାଣୀବିହାର ଜଳାଶୟ ଓ ନିକୋପାର୍କ 
ଦେଖଲେ ଏହି ପ୍ରକଳ୍ର ସୁଫଳ ଉପଲବ୍ଧି କରିପାରିବ । ଏତେ କାଯ୍ୟ ବ୍ୟସ୍ତତା ମଧ୍ଯରେ 
ପରିବେଶ ବିଜ୍ଞାନ ଉପରେ ଏକ ବହି ଲେଖୁବାକୁ ମନସ୍ଥ କରି ଲେଖା ଆରମ୍ଭ କଲେ । 
ଯେତେବେଳେ ଭୁବନେଶ୍ବର ଯାଏ ଓ ତାଙ୍କୁ ସାକ୍ଷାତ କରେ ସେ ଲେଖୁଥିବା ଅଂଶକୁ ପଢାନ୍ତି 
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ଓ ମୁଁ ମୋର ସୁଚିନ୍ତିତ ମତ ଦେଲାପରେ କିଛି ବଦଳାନ୍ତି । ବହି ଲେଖା ସରିବା ପରେ ତାହା 
କେନ୍ଦ୍ରୀୟ ପ୍ରଦୂଷଣ ନିୟନ୍ତ୍ରଣ ବୋର୍ଡ଼ର ତକ୍କାଳୀନ ଅଧକ୍ଷ ଡ଼କ୍ଟର ଦିଲ୍ଲୀପ ବିଶ୍ଵାସଙ୍କ ପାଖକୁ 
ତାଙ୍କ ମତାମତ ଦେବା ପାଇଁ ପଠାଇଲେ | କାଯ୍ୟ ବ୍ୟସ୍ତତା ଯୋଗୁଁ ଡ଼କ୍ସର ବିଶ୍ଵାସଙ୍କ ପାଖରୁ 
୧ ବର୍ଷ ମଧ୍ୟରେ ବି କୌଣସି ଉତ୍ତର ଆସିନଥିଲା । 

ବିଧ୍ୂର ବିଧାନ କେ କରିବ ଆନ । କୌଣସି ପ୍ରକଳ୍ପକୁ ଅନୁଧାନ କରିବା ପାଇଁ 
ଜୟପୁର ଯାଇଥଲା ବେଳେ ଭୀଷଣ ହୃଦଘାତରେ ପୀଡ଼ିତ ହୋଇ କଳିଂଗ ହସ୍ପିଟାଲରେ 
ଚିକିସ୍ପିତ ହେଲେ । ସେଥରରୁ ଭଲହୋଇ କିଛିଦିନ ପରେ ପୁଣି ଏକ ମଞ୍ଚିଷ୍ପ ରକ୍ତସ୍ରାବ ଯୋଗୁଁ 
ତାଙ୍କର ବାକ୍ଶକ୍ତି ଓ ସ୍ମରଣ ଶକ୍ତି, ଅନେକାଂଶରେ ହରାଇବସିଲେ । ଦୂଇବର୍ଷ ତଳର 
ରେବତୀ ସାର୍‌ ଓ ବର୍ଉମାନର ରେବତୀ ସାରଙ୍କୁ ଦେଖୁଲେ ଭଗବାନଙ୍କୁ ତାଙ୍କ ନିଶ୍କୁରତା 
ପାଇଁ ଗାଳିଦେବାକୁ ଇଛାହୁଏ | ତାଙ୍କ ପାଖରେ ବସିଥିଲା ବେଳେ ତାଙ୍କ ଭାବରୁ ଜାଣିହୁଏ 
ସେ କେତେ ଅସହାୟ । 

ଯାହାହେଉ, ଓଡ଼ିଶା ପ୍ରଦୂଷଣ ନିୟନ୍ତ୍ରଣ ବୋର୍ଡ଼ର ବରିଷ୍ଠ ବୈଜ୍ଞାନିକ ଡ଼କ୍ସର ଦିଲ୍ଲୀପ 
କୁମାର ବେହେରାଙ୍କ ପ୍ରଚେଷ୍ଠାରେ ସାର୍‌ଙ୍କ ବହି ଏବେ ପ୍ରେଣ୍ଟିସ ହଲ ଦ୍ଵାରା ଛପା ହୋଇ 
ଆସିଲା । ଏ ଖବର ଅତ୍ଯନ୍ତ ଆନନ୍ଦଦାୟକ ଏବଂ ଏ ବହି ସବୁ ମହାବିଦ୍ୟାଳୟ ଓ 
ବିଶ୍ବବିଦ୍ୟାଳୟ ସ୍ତରର ପରିବେଶ ବିଜ୍ଞାନ ଓ ବୈଷୟିକ ଶିକ୍ଷା ପାଠ୍ୟଖସଡ଼ା ପାଇଁ ନିଶ୍ଚିତ 
ଭାବେ ଆଦୃଧତ ହେବ । 

ରେବତୀ ସାର ମୋତେ ଶ୍ରେଣୀଗ୍ଧହରେ ଶିକ୍ଷାଦାନ କରିନାହାଁନ୍ତି । କିନ୍ତୁ ସେ ମୋ 
ଶିକ୍ଷକଙ୍କ ଠାରୁ ଅଧକ । ମୋର ଶୁଭାକାଂକ୍ଷୀ । ଆମର ପରିବେଶ ବିଜ୍ଞାନ ବିଭାଗର 
ଉନ୍ନତିରେ ସେ ସହାୟକ | ମୋର ଛାତ୍ର ଓ ଛାତ୍ରୀମାନଙ୍କୁ ଯେତେବେଳେ ଡ଼ାଜିଲେ ଆସି 
ପାଠ ପଢାଇଥାନ୍ତି । ପରୀକ୍ଷକ ଭାବରେ ଆସିଛନ୍ତି । ପାଠ୍ୟ ଖସଡ଼ା ତିଆରି କରିବାରେ 
ସାହାଯ୍ୟ କରିଛନ୍ତି । ତେଣୁ ରେବତୀ ସାର ମୋ ପାଇଁ ସବୁକିଛି । 

ନିଜର ଭାବ ଓ ଆବେଗ ପ୍ରକାଶ କରିବାପାଇଁ ମାତୃଭାଷା ହିଁ ଉତ୍ତମ ମାଧ୍ଯମ । “ ମୁଁ 
ସାରଙ୍କୁ ଯେତିକି ଜାଣିଛି” ମୋ ଭାଷାରେ ଲେଖୁଲି । ସବୁ ଦେବଦେବୀଙ୍କ ପାଖରେ 
ରେବତୀ ସାରଙ୍କ ସୁସ୍ଥ ଓ ଦୀର୍ଘମୟ ଜୀବନ ପାଇଁ ପ୍ରାର୍ଥନା କରୁଛି । 


ଜୀବନବିତ୍‌ ରେବତୀରଚଣ 


ଜୟନ୍ତୀ ରଥଂ 


ସମାଜରେ ତାଙ୍କର ବହୁତ ପ୍ରକାରର ପରିଚୟ । ସାରା ଓଡ଼ିଶା ଜାଣେ ରେବତୀ 
ଚରଣ ଦାସ ଜଣେ ବିଶିଷ୍ଟ ଶିକ୍ଷାବିତ୍‌ ପରିବେଶବିତ୍‌ । ସେ ବ୍ରହ୍ମପୁର ବିଶ୍ଵବିଦ୍ୟାଳୟର 
ପୂର୍ବତନ କୁଳପତି ! ରାଜ୍ୟ ପ୍ରଦୂଷଣ ନିୟନ୍ତ୍ରଣ ବୋର୍ଡ଼ର ସ୍ଵନାମଧନ୍ୟ ଅଧ୍ଯକ୍ଷ | ପ୍ରଥୃତଯଶା 
କଥାକାର କିଶୋରୀ ଚରଣ ଦାସଙ୍କ ସାନ ଭାଇ ! ସ୍ଵନାମଧନ୍ଯ ଗାଳିକା, ଓପନ୍ୟାସିକା 
ଶ୍ରୀମତୀ ମାନସୀ ଦାସଙ୍କ ସ୍ବାମୀ । ପ୍ରତିଭାବାନ୍‌ ଓ ପ୍ରତିଷ୍ଠିତ ପୁଅ ଝିଅଙ୍କ ବାପା । ମୁଁ 
ଯେବେଠୁ ତାଙ୍କୁ ଦେଖୁଛି, ଏକ ଦରଦୀ, ସ୍ବେହୀ ମଣିଷ ଭାବରେ ଦେଖୁଛି । ଅନ୍ତରର 
ଆବେଗ, ଆଦର ସେ ବିଞ୍ଚିଦେଇପାରନ୍ତି । ଆଖ୍ମର ପଲକରେ | ହସରେ । ତାଙ୍କ ପରି 
ହୃଦୟବାନ୍‌ ମଣିଷଙ୍କ ସାନ୍ଧିଧ ପାଇବାଟା ହିଁ ଗୋଟେ ସୌଭାଗ୍ୟ । 

ବହୁ ଛୋଟ ବଡ଼ ଘଟଣାରୁ ମୁଁ ତାଙ୍କ ଉଦାର, ପ୍ରଶସ୍ତ ସଂବେଦନଶୀଳ ମନର 
ପରିଚୟ ପାଇଛି । ମାନସୀଅପାଙ୍କ ସହ ନୂଆ ନୂଆ ପରିଚୟ ବେଳର କଥା | ମୁଁ ଓ 
ମାୟାନାନୀ ତାଙ୍କ ଘରକୁ ଯାଇଥିଲୁ ଦିନେ ଉପରଓଳି । ସେତେବେଳେ ଭାଇନା ପ୍ରଦୂଷଣ 
ନିୟନ୍ତ୍ରଣ ବୋର୍ଡ଼ରେ ଥାଅନ୍ତି । ଅଫିସ୍‌ ଛାଡ଼ିବା ପୂର୍ବରୁ ମାନସୀ ଅପଙ୍କଠୁ ଜାଣିଲେ ଆମେ 
ଘରେ ଅଛୁ ! ତାଙ୍କୁ ତାଗିଦ୍‌ କରିଦେଲେ - ତମେ ସେମାନଙ୍କ ସହ ବସି କଥା ହୁଅ | କିନ୍ତୁ 
ଏପଟ ସେପଟ ହୁଅନି ! ମୁଁ ଗଲାବେଳେ ଜଳଖୁଆ ନେଇଯିବି । ଆସିଲା ବେଳକୁ ଦୂଇ 
ହାତରେ ଭରି ଜଳଖୁଆ ପ୍ୟାକେଟ୍‌ ନିଜେ ବୋହି ଆଣିଥିଲେ ଗାଡ଼ିରୁ, ଭେଜିଟେବଲ ସ୍ରିଙ୍ଗ 
ରୋଲ୍‌, ପନୀର ପକୋଡ଼ା, ଭେଜିଟେବଲ କଟଲେଟ୍‌ ଓ କେତେ ପ୍ରକାରର ମିଠା 1 ଭାରି 
ସ୍ଵାଦିଷ୍ଟ ଥିଲା ସେସବୁ । ମାନସୀ ଅପା କହିଲେ କେଉଁଠି କ”ଣ ଭଲ ଜିନିଷ ଖାଇବାକୁ 
ମିଳେ, ସବୁ ଖବର ସେ ରଖୁଥାଅନ୍ତି । ଖେଢି ଖୋଳି ଆଣନ୍ତି । ମାୟାନାନୀ ଲଘୁ ପରିହାସ 
କରି କହିଲେ - ଏଥରକ ଆମେ ସବୂବେଳେ ଆସିବୁ ¦ ଭାଇନା ହସି ହସି କହିଲେ - 


* କୁୟତ୍ତୀ ରଥ, ସଂଗରହାଧ୍ୟକ୍ଷା (u୮ଉ୦୮) ¬ ରାଜ୍ୟ ସଂଗ୍ରହାଳୟ ! ବିଶିଷ୍ଠ କବି ଓ ଗାଳିଜା 


ଆସୁନ୍ଟ ସେଇ ମଉକାରେ ମୋତେ ବି କିଛି ମିଳିଯିବ । 

ମାନସୀ ଅପା ଗଳ ପାଇଁ ପ୍ରଜାତନ୍ତ୍ର ବିଷୁବ ଝଂକାର ପୁରସ୍କାର ପାଇବା ଅବସରରେ 
ଏକାଠି ଯାଇଥିଲୁ କଟକ ମୁଁ, ମାନସୀ ଅପା ଓ ଭାଇନା । 

ସଭା ସରିଲା | ଫେରିବା ବାଟରେ ତାଙ୍କ ସମୁଦି (ଝିଅର ଶଶୁର) ଘରକୁ ଗଲୁ ! 
ସମୁଦୂଣୀ ତାଙ୍କଠୁ ବୟସରେ ବହୁତ ବଡ଼ । କୌଣସି ଓପଚାରିକତା ନରଖୁ ସେ ସମୁଦୂଣୀଙ୍କ 
ସହିତ ଆଳାପରେ ଏମିତି ମଜଗୁଲ୍‌ ହୋଇଗଲେ ଯେ, ବାହାର ଲୋକ ଯିଏ ଦେଖୁବ 
ଭାବିବ, ବଡ଼ଭଉଣୀ ସହିତ ଗେଲବସର ସାନଭାଇଟିଏ ଖୁସି ଗପ କରୁଛି । ସେଠି ଯେଉଁ 
ଅଛ ସମୟ କଟେଇନଲୁ, ସେ ଘର ପୁରି ଉଠୁଥିଲା ଆନନ୍ଦରେ | ସସ୍ବେହ ଭାବ ବିନିମୟରେ ! 
ଫେରୁ ଫେରୁ ରାତି ଦଶଟା ପାରି ହୋଇ ଯାଇଥଲା ¦! କଟକର ଗଳି ରାସ୍ତା | ବାଟରେ ବଡ଼ 
ଖାଲଟିଏ ଥିଲା | ଡ୍ରାଇଭର ଜାଣି ପାରିଲାନି, କାର୍‌୍ର ଆଗ ଚକ ଦିଟା ସେ ଖାଲ ଭିତରେ 
ପଡ଼ିଗଲା । ଏପ୍ରିଲ ମାସର ରାତି । କୁଆଡ଼ୁ ମାଡ଼ି ଆସିଲା ଅଦିନିଆ ମେଘ | ଘନ ଘନ 
ବିଜୁଳି । ଏଭଳି ଭୟଙ୍କର ଆପଦକୁ ମୁକାବିଲା କରିବାକୁ ହେବ ବୋଳି ଆଦୌ ଜାଣି 
ନଥୁଲୁ । ମାନସୀ ଅପା ବ୍ୟସ୍ତ ବିବ୍ରତ ହୋଇ ପଡୁଥାନ୍ତି । ସଙ୍କଟମୋଚନ ନାଁ ସ୍ମରଣ 
କରୁଥାନ୍ତି। ବର୍ଷାରେ ତିନ୍ତି ନିଜେ ଯାଇ ସେ ଦୁହିଙ୍କ ସହ ହାତ ମିଳାଉଥାନ୍ତି । ଭାଇନା ତାଙ୍କୁ 
ଧୈଯ୍ୟ ନ ହରେଇବା ପାଇଁ ବୁଝାଉଥା' ନରି । ଗୋଟିଏ ଛାତର ତାଜା ତଳେ ଆମେ ଦୁହେଁ 
ର୍କଂକର୍ଭବ୍ୟ ବିମୂଢ ହୋଇ ଠିଆ ହୋଇଥାଉ । ଅଧଘଣ୍ଟା କାଳ ବୃଥା ଚେଷ୍ଟା ଚାଲିଲା । 
ତା'ପରେ ନିରସ୍ତ ହୋଇ ଭାଇନା ବାଧ୍ୟ ହୋଇ ଗଲେ । ପାଖରେ ବନ୍ଦ ଥିବା କବାଟରେ 
ଆଘାତ ଦେଲେ । ଡ଼େରି ରାତିରେ କେହି ଖୋଲିବ କି ନାଇଁ, ଖୋଲିଲେ ବି ସାହାଯ୍ୟ 
କରିବାକୁ ଆସିବ କି ନାଇଁ, ଏଇ ଆଶଙ୍କା ମନରେ ଥିଲା । କିନଧୁ ଭାଇନାଙ୍କ କଥାରେ କି 
ଯାଦୁ ଥଲା କେଜାଣି ସେଇ ବର୍ଷଣମୁଖର ରାତ୍ରିରେ ବି ଡ଼ାକିବା ମାତ୍ରକେ ପାଖ ଦୁଇ 
ତିନୋଟି ଘରୁ ପାଞ୍ଚଂଛଅଜଣ ଯୁବକ ବାହାରି ଆସିଲେ । ସେମାନଙ୍କ ଅଦମ୍ୟ ଚେଷ୍ଟାରେ 
ଗାଡ଼ିଟି ସୁରୁଖୁରୁରେ ଖାଲ ଭିତରୁ ଉଠି ଆସିଲା | ମାଟି କାଦୁଅରେ ଅପରିଷ୍କାର ହୋଇଥୁବା 
ଗାଡ଼ିଟକୁ ଓ ଭାଇନାଙ୍କ ହାତ ପାଦ ଧୋଇବାକୁ ଘରୁ ବାଲଟି ବାଲଟି ପାଣି ବୋହି 
ଆଣିଲେ ! ମୁଁ ନୀରବରେ ନିରୀକ୍ଷଣ କରୁଥିଲି । ଅସମୟରେ ସାହାଯ୍ୟ କରିଥବା ସେଇ 
ଅପରିଚିତ ତରୁଣମାନଙ୍କ, ପରିପୂର୍ଣ ଆନ୍ତରିକତାର ସହ ଅପତ୍ଯ ସ୍ବେହ ସହ ଭାଇନା 
ଯେଭଳି ଭାବରେ କୃତଜ୍ଞତା ଜଣାଇଲେ, ସେ ଦୃଶ୍ୟ କେବେ ବି ମୁଁ ଭୁଲି ପାରିବିନି । 

ସବୁବେଳେ ଆମ୍ବୀୟତାର ଭାବରେ ବିଭୋର ହୋଇ ପଡୁଥିବା ମଣିଷଟିର ଅନ୍ୟନାମ 
ରେବତୀ ଚରଣ । ସମସ୍ତଙ୍କୁ ସେ ଭାବନ୍ତି ଏକାନ୍ତ ଆପଣାର । ସୁସ୍ଥ ଥବାବେଳେ ପ୍ରାତଃ 
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ଭ୍ରମଣରେ ନିୟମିତ ଆସୁଥିଲେ ସେ । ବହୁତ ଦୂରରୁ ମୋତେ ଦେଖୁ ହସି ହସି ହାତ ଟେକି 
ଦେଉଥିଲେ । ଅନହୁତି ସେ ହୃଦ୍‌ଘାତ ଏବଂ ପରେ ପରେ ପକ୍ଷାଘାତଗ୍ରସ୍ତ ହେବା ପରେ 
ମୁଁ ସେଇ ଦୁର୍ଲଭ ଦୂୃଶ୍ୟଟି ପାଇବାର ସୈଭାଗ୍ୟରୁ ବଞ୍ଚିତ ହେଲି । ତା'ପରେ ବହୁଦିନ 
ପଯ୍ୟନ୍ତ ସକାଳେ ଚାଲିବାକୁ ଗଲାବେଳେ ସେଇ ଦୂଶ୍ୟଟିକୁ ମନେ ପକେଇ ମୁଁ ଉଦାସ୍‌ 
ହୋଇଯାଉଥିଲି । 

ତାଙ୍କ ଅସୁସ୍ଥତା ପରଠୁ ଆରମ୍ଭ ହୋଇଗଲା ମାନସୀ ଅପାଙ୍କ ଜୀବନର ସଂଘର୍ଷ ! 
ଅଭାବ, ଅସୁବିଧା କ” ଣ ଜାଣି ନଥିଲେ ! ଏକାବେଳେ ଦୂଃଖର ପାହାଡ଼ଟେ ଲଦି ହୋଇଗଲା 
ତାଙ୍କ ଉପରେ | ଭାଇନା କଥା କହି ନପାରିଲେ ବି ତାଙ୍କ ଆଖରେ ଭଲ ପାଇବାର ଦ୍ୟତି 
ଅମ୍ଲାନ ଥୁଲା ପୂର୍ବବତ୍‌ । ସେଇ ଦ୍ୟତି ହିଁ ବୋଧହୁଏ ଶକ୍ତି ଦେଉଥଲା ମାନସୀ ଅପାଙ୍କ ଦମ୍ଭ 
ଧରିବା ପାଇଁ । ଦୂର୍ବହ ପରିସ୍ଥିତିକୁ ମୁକାବିଲା କରିବା ପାଇଁ । ଅସହାୟ ହୋଇ ଭାଙ୍ଗି ପଡ଼ି 
ନଥିଲେ ସେ । ଘରର ଯାବତୀୟ କାମ ସହ ଭାଇନାଙ୍କୁ ଫିଢିଓଥେରାପି, ଆୟୁର୍ବେଦ ଚିକିସବା 
କେନ୍ଦ୍ରକୁ ନେବା, ଭାଇନା ସଚେତନ ଥବା ବେଳେ ଛାଇ ପରି ପ୍ରତି ମୁହୁର୍ରରେ ତାଙ୍କ 
ପାଖେ ପାଖେ ରହିବା | ଠାର ବୁଝି ତାଙ୍କର ସବୁ ଚାହିଦା ପୂରଣ କରିବା ଏବଂ ଏସବୁ 
ଭିତରେ ବି ଗପ, ଉପନ୍ୟାସ ଲେଖୁବା - ସବୁ ସେ କରୁଥିଲେ, କରିଯାଉଛନ୍ତି ଅବିଚଳିତ 
ଭାବେ | ମୋତେ ଆଷ୍ଚଯ୍ୟ ଲାଗେ ତାଙ୍କ ମନୋବଳ ଦେଖୁ । ମୂଳ ସୁଇସ୍‌ ଭାଷାରେ ଲିଖମତ 
' ହାଇଦି' ଉପନ୍ୟାସର ଓଡ଼ିଆ ଅନୁବାଦ ବି ସେ କଲେ ଏଇ ଦୁଃସମୟ ଭିତରେ, 
ସୁଇଜରଲ୍ୟାଣ୍ଡର ହାଇଦି ମ୍ୟୁଜିୟମ୍‌ରେ ଏହି ଅନୁଦିତ ପୁସ୍ତକ ସଂପର୍କରେ ବାହାରିଥୁବା 
ସଂବାଦ ଓ ଫଟୋ ସଂରକ୍ଷିତ ହୋଇଅଛି ! ତାହାର ଏକ ଫଟୋକୁ ସୁନ୍ଦର ଫ୍ରେମ୍‌ରେ 
ବନ୍ଧେଇ କରି ରଖଛନ୍ତି ପାଖରେ ଭାଇନା ! ଘରକୁ କେହି ଗଲେ ଭାରି ଖୁସି ହୋଇ 
ଦେଖଉଛନ୍ତି । 

ଦିନେ ଥିଲେ ଜଣେ ସ୍ବେହ ଛଳ ଛଳ ପ୍ରଗଳଭ ମଣିଷ । ଏବେ ସବୁକଥା ସେ 
ଜଣଉଛନ୍ତି ଇସାରାରେ । ସୁଖକୁ, ଦୁଃଖକୁ, ଆଶଙ୍କାକୁ ଓ ଉଦ୍‌ବେଗକୁ ବି । 

ସେମାନେ ସୁଇଜରଲ୍ୟାଣ୍ଡରେ ଝିଅ, ଜ୍ବାଇଁଙ୍କ ପାଖରେ ଥିବାବେଳେ ହିଁ ବଡ଼ଭାଇ 
କିଶୋରୀ ଚରଣଙ୍କ ଦେହାନ୍ତ ହେଲା | ଏ ଖବର ଜାଣିଲେ ସେ ବହୁତ କଷ୍ଟ ପାଇବେ ଓ 
ତାଙ୍କର ସ୍ଵାସ୍ଥ୍ୟର ଅବନତି ଘଟିବ, ଏଇ ଭୟରେ କେହି ତାଙ୍କୁ ଦୁଃସଂବାଦଟି ଜଣାଇବୀକୁ 
ସାହସ କରି ନଥଲେ ! କିନ୍ତୁ ସେ ଦିନ ସେ ସ୍ଵତଃ ବିମର୍ଷ, ବିଷର୍ଣ୍ଣ ହୋଇ ପଡ଼ିଲେ । 
ବାରଂବାର ଝରକା ଆଡ଼କୁ ହାତ ଦେଖେଇଲେ ! ସେ ଛୋଟ ଥଲାବେଳେ ବଡ଼ଭାଇନାଙ୍କ 
କୋଳରୁ ଖସିପଡ଼ି ତାଙ୍କ ମୁଣ୍ଡ ଫାଟି ଯାଇଥଲା । ମୁଣ୍ଡର ସେ ଫାଟ ଦାଗକୁ ଦେଖେଇ, ସେ 


ପଡ଼ିଯାଇଥବା ସ୍ମୃତିକୁ ଠାରରେ ବୁଝେଇବାର ଚେଷ୍ଟା କରୁଥିଲେ ! କିଶୋରୀ ଚରଣ 
ତାଙ୍କଠାରୁ ବାର ବର୍ଷ ବଡ଼ ଥଲେ। ଖୁବ୍‌ ସ୍ବେହ କରୁଥିଲେ ସାନଭାଇଙ୍କୁ । ସୁସ୍ଥ ଥିବାବେଳେ 
ଶୈଶବର ବହୁ ମଧୁର ସ୍ମୃତି ସହିତ ଏଇ ପଡ଼ିଯିବା କଥାଟି ବି କହିଥୂଲେ ଭାଇନା ମାନସୀ 
ଅପାଙ୍କୁ । ରକ୍ତର ସଂପର୍କ, ନିବିଡ଼ ମମତାର ବନ୍ଧନ ! ବଡ଼ଭାଇଙ୍କ ପ୍ରାଣପକ୍ଷୀ ଉଡ଼ିଯିବାର 
ସଂବାଦ ଦିଆନଗଲେ ବି ସେଇ ସଙ୍କେତ ସେ ନିଜେ ଦେଉଛନ୍ତି - ଝରକା ଆଡ଼କୁ ଆଙ୍ଗୁଠି 
ଦେଖେଇ । ନିଜକୁ ରୋକି ପାରି ନଥିଲେ ମାନସୀ ଅପା ! ରୋକିବା ସମ୍ଭବ ହେଲା ନାହିଁ। 
ସେଇ ଘଟଣାଟି ସେ ମୋତେ କହିଲା ବେଳେ ମୋର ହୃଦବୋଧ ହୋଇଥଲା ଯେ 
ରେବତୀ ଚରଣ କେବଳ ଜଣେ ଶିକ୍ଷାବିତ୍‌ ନୁହଁନ୍ତି । ସେ ପ୍ରକୃତ ଅର୍ଥର ଜଣେ 
ଜୀବନବିତ୍‌ - | 

ଏହି ମହାନ୍‌ ଜୀବନବିତ୍‌ଙ୍କୁ ମୋର ସଭକ୍ତି ପ୍ରଣାମ । ଇଶ୍ଵରଙ୍କ କୂ ପାରୁ ସେ ସଂପୂର୍ଣ 
ଆରୋଗ୍ୟ ଲାଭ କରନ୍ତୁ ଓ ଦୀର୍ଘାୟୁ ହୁଅନ୍ତୁ ... ଏତିକି ପ୍ରାଥନା | 
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ମୁଁ ଚିହ୍ନଥବା ରେବତୀ ବାବୁ 


ଭାଗୀରଥୁ ମହାସୁଆରଂ 


ଚାକିରି ଜୀବନରେ ବିଧୂପ୍ରେରିତ ହୋଇ ନିଜ ବିଭାଗ ବାହାରେ ଏକ ସଂପୂର୍ଣ୍ଣ ଭିନ୍ନ 
ଧରଣର ଅନୁଷ୍ଠାନରେ କାମ କରିବାକୁ ପଡ଼ିଥିଲା ଚାରି ବର୍ଷ ( ୧୯୮୯-୧୯୯୨) | 
ଏଥପାଇଁ କୌଣସି ଇଛା, ଉଦ୍ୟମ ବା ସ୍ଵପ୍ନ ନ ଥିଲା କେବେ । କାରଣ, ନିଜ ସ୍ମିତାବସ୍ାରେ 
ସନ୍ତୁଷ୍ଟ ରହିବାର କଳା ଆପେ ଶିଖାଇ ଦେଇଥିଲା ଜୀବନ | ସେ ଜୀବନଟି ଏପରି ଥିଲା, 
ଯେଉଁଥରେ ସ୍ଵପ୍ନ ଦେଖିବା କିମ୍ବା ଉଚ୍ଚାକାଂକ୍ଷା ପୋଷଣ କରିବା ବିପଜନକ ଥିଲା । 

ଜୀବନକୁ ବା କର୍ମକ୍ଷେତ୍ରକୁ ଯେଉଁ ଅପ୍ରତ୍ୟାଶିତ ଅନୁଷ୍ଠାନ ଚାଲି ଆସିଲା ବିନା 
ଉଦ୍‌ଯୋଗ ବା ପ୍ରସ୍ତୁତିରେ, ଅଥବା ମୁଁ ତା' ଭିତରକୁ ପଶିଗଲି ; ତାହା ଥିଲା ରାଜ୍ୟ ପ୍ରଦୂଷଣ 
ନିୟନ୍ତ୍ରଣ ବୋର୍ଡ଼ । ଯୋଗାଯୋଗବଶତଃ ଠିକ୍‌ ସେହି ସମୟକୂ ମୋର ସାରସ୍ଵତ କ୍ଷେତ୍ରର 
ପରିଚୟ ସ୍ଵୀକୃତ ହେବାକୁ ଆରମ୍ଭ କରିଥାଏ । ହୁଏତ ସେହି ସ୍ଵୀକୃତି ପୂର୍ଣ୍ାଙ୍ଗ ହେବା ପାଇଁ 
ମୋର ପ୍ରଦୂଷଣ ନିୟନ୍ତ୍ରଣ ବୋର୍ଡ଼ରେ କିଛି କାଳ ଅବସ୍ଥାନ ବିଧୁନିର୍ଦଦିଷ୍ଟ ଥିଲା । କାରଣ, 
କର୍ମକ୍ଷେତ୍ରରେ ( ବିଶେଷତଃ ସରକାରୀ କଳରେ) ବ୍ୟକ୍ତିର କର୍ମ ବହିର୍ଭୂତ ପ୍ରତିଭାକୁ ଅଣଦେଖା 
କରାଯାଏ । ପ୍ରୋସ୍ପାହନର ଉଦାହରଣ ସୀମିତ । କିନ୍ଧୁ ବୋର୍ଡ଼ର ତକ୍ଵାଳୀନ ଅଧ୍ଯକ୍ଷ ପ୍ରଫେସର୍‌ 
ରେବତୀ ଚରଣ ଦାସ କେବଳ ନିଜେ ଗୁଣୀ ନଥିଲେ, ଗୁଣର ଆଦର ଓ ପ୍ରୋସ୍ଵାହନ 
ଦିଗରେ ପ୍ରବଳ ଇଛାଶକ୍ତି ଥଲା ! ତାଙ୍କ ସହିତ ଜଣେ ଅଧସ୍ତନ ସହକମୀ ଭାବେ ଯେଉଁ 
ସମୟ ଅତିବାହିତ କରିଛି, ତାହା ମୋର ପରବର୍ତୀ ଜୀବନକୁ ଗୁଣାମବକ ଭାବେ ପ୍ରଭାବିତ 
କରିଛି ବୋଲି ଆମ୍ମସମୀକ୍ଷା କରି ଜାଣିପାରିଛି । ଏଥୁପାଇଁ ମୁଁ ଆଉ ଜଣେ ବ୍ୟଯ୍ତିଙ୍କ 
ନିକଟରେ କୃତଜ୍ଞ । ସେ ହେଲେ ନୂତନ ଅନୁଷ୍ଠାନରେ ଯୋଗଦେବାକୁ ଅନୁପ୍ରେରିତ 
କରିଥିବା ବନ୍ଧୁ ଗୌତମ କୁମାର ଦାସ, ଯେ ଥଲେ ବୋର୍ଡର ତକ୍ଵାଳୀନ ପ୍ରଶାସନିକ 
ଅଧୂକାରୀ (ପରେ ଭାରତୀୟ ପ୍ରଶାସନିକ ସେବାରେ ବରିଷ୍ଠ ପଦବୀ ପ୍ରାପ୍ତ ହୋଇ 
ଅବସରପ୍ରାପ୍ତ) ! 
* ଭାଗୀରଥି ମହାସୁଆର, ଇଶ୍ଵର ଆଶ୍ରମ, ଯମେଷ୍ଵର ପାଟଣା ସାହି, ଭୁବନେଶ୍ବର ¬ ୨ 


120 


ଯେଉଁ ଦିନ ନିଜ ବିଭାଗରୁ ମୋର ତକ୍କାଳୀନ ନିର୍ଦ୍ଦେଶକ ପ୍ରଫେସର ଡ଼ଃ ନିମାଇ 
ଚରଣ ପଣ୍ଡା ମୋତେ ବୋର୍ଡକୁ ଯିବା ପାଇଁ ଭାରମୁକ୍ତ କଲେ, ସେ ରେବତୀ ବାବୁଙ୍କ 
ବ୍ୟକ୍ତିତ୍ଵ ମେଧାବୀତ୍ଵ ଓ  ପର୍ଫେକ୍ନିଷ୍ ଚରିତ୍ର ସମ୍ନ୍ଧରେ ଅନେକ କଥା କହି ଶେଷରେ 
କହିଥିଲେ, “ ତତେ ଭଲ ଲାଗିବା ଭଳି ମଣିଷଟି ପାଖକୁ ଯାଉଛୁ, ନାଁ ରଖୁ ଫେରିବ, ଯଦି 
ଫେରୁ” ! ଏକ ମହାନ୍‌ ବ୍ୟକ୍ତିଙ୍କ ପାଖକୁ ଯାଉଛି ବୋଲି ପୂର୍ବାଗ୍ରହଯୁକ୍ତ ଓ ଆନନ୍ଦିତ ହୋଇ 
ସେହି ଦିନ ଯାଇ ବୋର୍ଡ଼ରେ ଯୋଗଦେଲି ଓ ଅଧ୍ଯକ୍ଷ ପ୍ରଫେସର୍‌ ଦାସଙ୍କୁ ସୌଜନ୍ୟମୂଳକ 
ସାକ୍ଷାତ କଲି । ପ୍ରଥମ ଦେଖାରେ ସମ୍ଭାଷଣ ଥୁଲା, “ଆମେ ତ” ପୂର୍ବରୁ ଭେଟ ହୋଇ 
ସାରିଛେ” । କାଲିଠୁ ଦିଆଯିବା କାମ ଆରମ୍ଭ କରିଦିଅ । ଯେଉଁଠି ଅସୁବିଧା ହେଲେ 
ଅମୁକ, ଅମୁକ ବାବୁଙ୍କ ସହ ପରାମର୍ଶ କରିବ । ମନ ସନଧୁଷ୍ଟ ନହେଲେ ମୋ ଦୁଆର ମଧ୍ଯ 
ମୁକୁଳା।” ଅତି ସ୍ଵାଭାବିକ, ସ୍ପଷ୍ଟ ଚୂଡ଼ାନ୍ତ ଏବଂ ଗୌରଚନ୍ଦିକାବିଚ୍ୟତ; ଠିକ୍‌ ଜଣେ 
ସେନାପତି ସୈନିକକୁ କହିବା ଭଳି । ନିଜ ବିଭାଗରେ ଯେଭଳି ନିଜ ଘର ଭଳି ମୁଁ ମୁଖ୍ୟ 
ବ୍ୟକ୍ତିଙ୍କ ନିକଟରେ ପ୍ରବେଶ କରେ, ଏଠାରେ ସେହି ଅଧକାର ତାଙ୍କଠୁ ପାଇ ଜଣେ 
ପୁରୁଣା ଲୋକ ଭଳି ସ୍ଵଚଛନ୍ଦ ହୋଇଗଲି ସେହି ମୁହୁର୍ଭରୁ । ଏ ଅଧ୍ୟକାର ଦେବା ଥୁଲା ତାଙ୍କର 
ବଡ଼ପଣ । 

ଦିନ ଗଡ଼ିଲା । ପ୍ରତିଦିନ ନୂଆ ନୂଆ ଅନୁଭୂତି ଗଢିଉଠିଲା ନୂଆ ବସ୍‌ଙ୍କ ପ୍ରସଙ୍ଗରେ । 
ହୁଏତ ଣିପଚାରିକତା ରକ୍ଷା ପାଇଁ ମୋତେ କିଛି ସହଯୋଗୀ ଭୂମିକା ମିଳିଲା ଓ ମାତ୍ର ଦୁଇ 
ସପ୍ତାହ ପରେ ଏକ ସ୍ଵାଧୀନ ଦାୟିତ୍ଵ ଦିଆଗଲା । ଧୀରେ ଧୀରେ ବୋର୍ଡ଼ର ଅଧ୍ଯକ୍ଷଙ୍କ 
(ରେବତୀ ବାବୁ) ବ୍ଯତୀତ ଅନ୍ୟମାନଙ୍କୁ ବ୍ଯକ୍ତିଗତ ଭାବେ ଜାଣିବା ଓ ତଉଲିବା ପ୍ରକିୟା 
ଚାଲୁରଖିଲି । ଅତି ଅଛ ଦିନ ଭିତରେ ସମସ୍ତଙ୍କ ସହ ପରିଚିତ ଓ ସ୍ଵାଭାବିକ ଆମ୍ପୀୟତା ବୁଦ୍ଧି 
ପାଇଲା । ଏହାର କାରଣ, ରେବତୀ ବାବୁ ସମଗ୍ର ସଂସ୍ଥାକୁ ଗୋଟିଏ ପରିବାର 
କରିଦେଇଥିଲେ ¦ ସମସ୍ତେ ସହଜ ବା ସରଳ ଥଲେ ବୋଲି କହିଲେ ମିଛ ହୋଇଯିବ । 
ତେବେ ମୋର ହଜମ ନହେବା ଭଳି ଚରିତ୍ର କେହି ନଥଲେ । ଏଥପାଇଁ ଦାୟୀ ମୁଖ୍ୟ 
ବ୍ୟକ୍ତିଟିର ଦକ୍ଷ ଗୋଟି ଚାଳନା । ଫଳତଃ ପ୍ରତ୍ୟେକଙ୍କ ବିଷ ବା ଅମୃତ ସେମାନଙ୍କ 
କଣ୍ଠରେ ହିଁ ସୀମିତ ରହୁଥିଲା, ଫଣାରୁ ନିର୍ଗତ ହେବା ସମ୍ଭବ ନ ଥୁଲା । ସେଠାରେ କିମ୍ବା 
ଅନ୍ୟତ୍ର ଏଇ ରକମର କୌଶଳପୂର୍ଣ ସାମାଜିକ ପରିଚାଳନା ଅଛ କେତେଜଣ ପଦସ୍ଥ 
ବ୍ୟକ୍ତିଙ୍କ ନିକଟରେ ଦେଖିଛି । ଏହା ରେବତୀ ଚରଣ ଦାସଙ୍କ ସ୍ଵତନ୍ତ୍ର ଦକ୍ଷତା ବା ଚରିତ୍ର, 
ଯାହାକୁ ଅନ୍ୟମାନେ ଅନୁକରଣ କରିବାର ଚେଷ୍ଟା କରୁଥିବା ସ୍ପଷ୍ଟ ପରିଲକ୍ଷିତ ହେଉଥଲା ! 

ସେଠାରେ ମୋର କାଳାତିପାତ ଯେ ସାବଳୀଳ ଥଲା, ତାହା ନୁହେଁ ! ଚାଲୁ ଚାଲୁ 
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ଗୋଡ଼ଟା କେଉଁଠି ବଙ୍କା ପଡ଼ିଯାଇଛି, ତାକୁ ସେଠାକାର ଜନ୍ଦା ପିପଡ଼ିଙ୍କ ଠାରୁ ମଣିଷ 
ପଯ୍ୟନ୍ତ ସମସ୍ତେ ଲକ୍ଷ୍ୟ କରୁଥିଲେ ! ମୁହଁରେ ଆନ୍ତରିକତା ପ୍ରଦର୍ଶନ କରି ଚମକ୍ଵାର 
ଚମକ୍କାର ଚୂଗୁଲି ଯାଉଥଲା ଅଧ୍ଯକ୍ଷଙ୍କ ନିକଟକୁ । ବିଶେଷତଃ ଗୌତମବାବୁଙ୍କର ସେ 
ଅନୁଷ୍ଠାନରୁ ଅନ୍ୟତ୍ର ବଦଳି ହୋଇଯିବା ପରେ ଚୂଗୁଲିଖୋରଙ୍କ ଆମ୍ମପ୍ରକାଶ ଓ ସଂଖ୍ୟାବୃଦ୍ଧି 
ଘଟିଥଲା । ଏ ଚରିତ୍ରଟି କିଛି ମଧ୍ଯମସ୍ତରୀୟ ଅଧୂକାରୀଙ୍କୁ ମଧ୍ଯ ଆକ୍ରାନ୍ତ କରିଥଲା ! କିନୁ 
ପ୍ରଫେସର୍‌ ଦାସ ଶ୍ରବଣ ଯନ୍ତ୍ରଟିକୂ ଯେତିକି ଉନ୍ନମକ୍ତ ରଖୁଥିଲେ, ବ୍ୟକ୍ତିଗତ ପରୀକ୍ଷା ନିରୀକ୍ଷାରେ 
ତତୋଧ୍ବକ ଧୁରୀଣ ଥୁଲେ । ସେତେବେଳେ ମୋର ଲେଖାଗୁଡ଼ିକ ଅଧ୍ୂକତଃ ସମାଜ ଓ 
ସମ୍ବାଦରେ ପ୍ରକାଶିତ ହେଉଥଲା । ଟେବୂଲ୍‌ର କାମ ସାରିଦେଇ ବୋର୍ଡ଼ର ଲାଇବ୍ରେରୀର 
ସଦୂପଯୋଗ କରୁଥିଲି ମୁଁ । ଏଣୁ ପରିବେଶ ଓ ପ୍ରଦୂଷଣ ସମ୍ବନ୍ଧୀୟ ଲେଖାଗୁଡ଼ିକ ଅନ୍ୟମାନଙ୍କ 
ସମେତ ରେବତୀବାବୁଙ୍କ ବ୍ୟକ୍ତିଗତ ଦୃଷ୍ଟି ଆକର୍ଷଣ କରୁଥିଲା । ଅନେକ କଥା ତାଙ୍କଠାରୁ 
ମୁଁ ପଚାରି ବୂଝୁଥଲି, ସେ ମଧ୍ଯ ଅନେକ ପ୍ରଶ୍ନ ପଚାରିବା ସହ ପରାର୍ମଶ ଦେଉଥୁଲେ । ଏହି 
କ୍ରମାଗତ ସମ୍ପର୍କ ଅନେକ ଚୂଗୁଲିକୁ ଆପେ ପରିଷ୍କାର କରିପାରିଥିଲା | ଉପରନ୍ତୁ ସରକାରୀ 
ସମ୍ପର୍କଟି ବ୍ୟକ୍ତିଗତ ସମ୍ପର୍କକୁ ଯାଇ ମୋର ପ୍ରବେଶ ଲମ୍ବି ଯାଇଥୁଲା ତାଙ୍କ ପରିବାରକୁ । 
ସେଠାରେ ଆଉ ଜଣେ ପ୍ରତିଭାଙ୍କ ସମ୍ପର୍କ ମିଳିଲା, ଯେ କି ତାଙ୍କ ସହଧର୍ମିଣୀ ଓ ବିଶିଷ୍ଟ 
ଉଓପନ୍ୟାସିକା ମାନସୀ ଦାସ ! ଲେଖାଲେଖୁ ଜୀବନପାଇଁ ଆଉ ଜଣେ ବରିଷ୍ଠ ପ୍ରୋସ୍ପାହକ ଓ 
ପରାମର୍ଶଦାତା ମିଳିଲେ । 

ପ୍ରଫେସର ଦାସ ବିଭାଗର ଅନେକ ପ୍ରସଙ୍ଗରେ ମଧ୍ଧେ ମଧେ ସେମିନାର କରନ୍ତି ଓ 
ଆମମାନଙ୍କୁ ମଧ୍ଯ ବସି ଶୁଣିବା ପାଇଁ ଅନୁମତି ଦିଅନ୍ତି । ଏଥରେ ମୁଁ ବ୍ୟକ୍ତିଗତ ଭାବେ 
ଲାଭବାନ୍‌ ହୋଇପାରୁଥଲି । ନିଜ କର୍ଭବ୍ୟ ପରିସର ବହିର୍ଦୁତ ବ୍ୟପାରରେ ଆଗ୍ରହ ଓ 
ବୁଝାବଣା ପ୍ରଦର୍ଶନ କରିଥିବାରୁ ସେ ତାଙ୍କ ନିଜର କିଛି ପ୍ରାସଙ୍ଗିକ ଲେଖା ଅନୁବାଦ କରି 
ପ୍ରକାଶ କରିବାକୁ ଅନୁମତି ଦେଇଥିଲେ ଓ ପ୍ରକାଶ ହେବା ପରେ ତାର ନକଲ ମଧ୍ଯ ସଂଗ୍ରହ 
କରି ନେଉଥଲେ। ଆମ ଭିତରେ ବସ୍‌ ଓ ଅଧସ୍ତନର ସମ୍ପର୍କ କେବଳ ସରକାରୀ ଞପଚାରିକତା 
ପାଇଁ ହିଁ ଥଲା । 

ସେହି ସମୟଟି ଥୁଲା ରାଜ୍ୟ ପ୍ରଦୂଷଣ ନିୟନ୍ତ୍ରଣ ବୋର୍ଡ଼ର ନିଜସ୍ବ ଗୃହର ସଂପ୍ରସାରଣ, 
ଉନ୍ନତିକରଣ ଓ ସଜ୍ୀକରଣର ପଯ୍ୟାୟ ¦ ପ୍ରତ୍ୟେକଟି ଛୋଟ ବଡ଼ ବ୍ୟପାରରେ ରେବତୀବାବୁ 
ଅନୁପ୍ରବେଶ କରୁଥିଲେ ଗ୍ୃହକର୍ଭା ନିଜ ଘର ତିଆରି କରିବା ଭଳି । ଅନେକ ଅଧସ୍ତନ 
ଯୋଗ୍ୟ ଲୋକ ଲଭ୍ଯ ଥଲେ ମଧ୍ଯ ତାଙ୍କର ବୋର୍ଡ଼ ପ୍ରତି ଥବା ମମତ୍ଵ ଯୋଗେ ସବୁକିଛି ସେ 
ଆପେ ଆପେ ଚିନ୍ତା କରୁଥିଲେ, ବୁଝୁଥିଲେ ଓ ପରିଚାଳନା କରୁଥିଲେ । ଏଣୁ ବୋର୍ଡ଼ର 
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ପ୍ରକୃତ କର୍ମଠ ଓ ନିବେଦିତ କର୍ମଚାରୀମାନେ ତାଙ୍କ ଠାରୁ ପ୍ରଶଂସା ଓ ପ୍ରୋସ୍ସାହନ ପାଉଥୁଲେ | 
ମୁଁ ଥଲି ଏକ ବ୍ୟତିକ୍ରମ । କାରଣ ସେ ମୋ ପାଇଁ ମନରେ ରଖିଥିବା କଥା କରିପାରିନଥିଲେ 
ଏବଂ ମୁଁ ଆଶା କରୁଥିବା କଥା ପାଇଁ ବୋର୍ଡ଼ର ଏକ କର୍ମଚାରୀ ଗୋଷ୍ଠୀ ଚାହୁଁ ନ ଥିଲେ | 
ଏହି ପରସ୍ମିତିରେ ଭାରସାମ୍ୟ ରକ୍ଷା କରୁ କରୁ ସେ ବୋର୍ଡ଼ରୁ ବିଦାୟ ନେଇଥୁଲେ | ବିଦାୟ 
ଦିବସ ଦିନ ସେ ମୋତେ ଡ଼କାଇ ଏକାନ୍ତରେ ଗୋଟିଏ ବାକ୍ୟ କହିଥିଲେ, ଯାହା ସବୁ କିଛି 
ପରିଷ୍କାର କରିଦେଇଥିଲା । ଏଇ ଘଟଣାଟି ତାଙ୍କ ପ୍ରତି ମୋ ମନରେ ଥିବା ସମ୍ମାନକୁ 
ଉଚ୍ଚସ୍ତରକୁ ନେଇ ଯାଇଥିଲା | 

ବୋର୍ଡ଼ର ଏକ ନିଷ୍ପରିରେ କ୍ଷୁନ୍ତ ହୋଇ ମୁଁ ମୁଖ୍ୟମନ୍ତ୍ରୀଙ୍କ ନିକଟରେ ଆପରି ଦରଖାସ୍ତ 
ଦେବା ଇଚ୍ଛାରେ ଦରଖାସ୍ତଟିକୁ ନିୟମାନୁଯାୟୀ ଅଧ୍ୟକ୍ଷଙ୍କ ଜରିଆରେ ହିଁ ଦେଇଥିଲି ! 
ମୁଖ୍ୟମନ୍ତ୍ରୀଙ୍କ ନିକଟକୁ ଯେଉଁ ଅଗ୍ରୀମ ନକଲ ଯାଏ, ତାହା ନିଜ ପାଖରେ ରଖୁଥିଲି | 
ତେବେ ଶାସନ ସଚିବଙ୍କ ସ୍ତରରୁ ଉକ୍ତ ଦରଖାସ୍ତର ନକଲ ଉପରେ ମନ୍ତବ୍ୟ ଦେବାକୁ 
ବୋର୍ଡ଼କୁ ଚିଠି ଆସିଲା ! ବୋର୍ଡ଼ରେ ଦାଖଲ ହୋଇଥବା ମୁଳ ଚିଠିଟି ସେ ପଯ୍ୟନ୍ତ ତଳ 
ସ୍ତରରେ ଚାପି ରଖା ଯାଇଥାଏ । ରେବତୀବାବୁ ସଚିବାଳୟର ଚିଠି ପାଇବା ପର୍ଯ୍ୟନ୍ତ ତାଙ୍କ 
ଦୃଷ୍ଟିକୁ ପ୍ରସଙ୍ଗଟି ଆସି ନଥଲା। ସେ ମୋର ଏଭଳି ଦର୍ଖାସ୍ତ କରିବାକୁ ପସନ୍ଦ କରି ନଥଲେ | 
ଏହା ତଉଲି ତଳସ୍ତରର କିଛି ଲୋକ ( ସେମାନଙ୍କୁ ମୁଁ ଜାଣେ ଓ ଆଜି ବି ସେମାନେ ମୋର 
ଆନ୍ତରିକତାର ଉପଭୋକ୍ତା) ଅଧଯକ୍ଷଙ୍କ ପାଖକୁ ମୋ ବିରୁଦ୍ଧରେ କେତେ କଠୋର କାଯ୍ୟିନୁଷ୍ଠାନ 
କରାଯାଇପାରେ ତାହା ବର୍ଣ୍ଣନା କରି ଏକ ନୋଟ୍‌ ଦେଲେ । ସେ ତାହା ବାରମ୍ବାର ପଢିଲେ 
ଓ ଦରଖାସ୍ତରୁ ମୋ କ୍ଷୋଭକୁ ମଧ୍ଯ ବାରମ୍ବାର ତର୍ଜମା କଲେ । ଅନେକ ଦିନ ସମୟ ନେଇ 
ଯାହା ଆଦେଶ ଦେଲେ, ତାହା ମୋ ବିରୁଦ୍ଧରେ ନଥିଲା । ଅଥଚ ବୋର୍ଡ଼ ବିରୋଧୀ 
ଦରଖାସ୍ତଟି ଉପରେ ସେ ଅଧ୍ଯକ୍ଷ ଭାବେ ପ୍ରତିପକ୍ଷର ମନୋଭାବ ନେଇ ଆକ୍ରମଣାମୂକ 
ନିଷ୍ପଭ୍ତି ନେବାରେ କିଛି ଅସୁବିଧା ନଥିଲା । ଅହଂ ପରିବର୍ରଗେ ସେ ବିବେକ ଓ ମାନବିକ 
ବିଚାର ପ୍ରତି ଗୁରୁତ୍ଵ ଦେଇଥିଲେ ନିଶ୍ଚୟ । ଏପରି ବିଚାରବୋଧ ମୁଁ ଅତ୍ୟଛ ସଂଖ୍ୟକ 
କ୍ଷମତାସୀନଙ୍କ ନିକଟରେ ଦେଖଛି । 

ପ୍ରଫେସର୍‌ ଦାସ୍‌ ବୋର୍ଡ଼ର ସମସ୍ତ ଷ୍ଟାଫ୍ଙ୍କୁ ନେଇ ହୋଇଥବା କ୍ରିକେଟ ଟିମ୍‌କୁ 
ପ୍ରୋତ୍ସାହିତ କରି ନିଜେ ମଧ୍ଯ ପିକ୍ନିକ୍ରେ ଆୟୋଜିତ ମ୍ୟାଚ୍ରେ ଖେଳିଥିଲେ । ଅଠାବନ 
ବର୍ଷ ବୟସରେ ଏକ ଅଛକ୍ଷମ ଗୋଡ଼କୁ ନେଇ ତାଙ୍କର ବଲ୍‌ ଧରିବାକୁ ଡ଼େଇଁବା ମୋ 
ଦେଖୁବାରେ ପ୍ରଥମ ଓ ଶେଷ ଉଦାହରଣ । ଖେଳ ସମୟରେ ତାଙ୍କ ସହିତ କଟାଇଥବା 
ମୁହୂର୍ର ସୁତିରେ ରହିଛି। ଏକ ସାମାଜିକ ଆବାହାୱା ସୃଷ୍ଠି ପାଇଁ ସେ ପିକ୍ନିକ, ଭୋଜିଭାତ 
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ଓ ମେଳମଉଜକୁ ଯଥେଷ୍ଟ ପ୍ରୋସ୍ାହନ ଦେଉଥିଲେ | ଘରୋଇ ଜୀବନରେ ତାଙ୍କ ପରିବାର 
ସହ ଅନେକ ଅବସରରେ ସଂପୂକ୍ତ ହୋଇଛି । ମ୍ୟାଡ଼ମ୍‌ ମାନସୀ ଦାସଙ୍କ ଶଲ୍ଯଚିକିସ୍ବା 
ସମୟରେ ଏବଂ ରେବତୀବାବୂଙ୍କ ମସ୍ତିରେ ଅପରେସନ ପରବର୍ତୀ ଅବସ୍ଥାରେ ଜଣେ 
ପାରିବାରିକ ବନ୍ଧୁ ଭଳି ମୋର ଉଦ୍‌ବେଗ ଓ ସକ୍ରିୟତା ଆସିଛି । ଏହା କେବଳ ତାଙ୍କର 
ବିଶ୍ଵାସ ଓ ଆମ୍ମୀୟତା ଯୋଗେ । ସେତେବେଳେ ଉପରିସ୍ଥ ଓ ଅଧସ୍ତନର ମନୋଭାବ ନ 
ଥିଲା ଦୂଇପଟୁ ! 

ମୋର ଶିଶୁ ଉପଯୋଗୀ ଏକ ପରିବେଶ ଧର୍ମୀ ପୁସ୍ତକ ' ସରଳ ପରିବେଶ ବୋଧ ' 
ର ମୁଖବନ୍ଧ ସେ ଲେଖୁଛନ୍ତି । ସେ ଓଡ଼ିଶାର ଜଣେ ସମସାମୟିକ ବୈଜ୍ଞାନିକ । ଏଣୁ ଜଣେ 
ସାଧାରଣ ସ୍ମାତକ ଦ୍ଵାରା ଲିଖୁତ ବିଜ୍ଞାନ ଆଧାରିତ ଶିଶୁ ପୁସ୍ତକର ମୁଖବନ୍ଧ ଲେଖ ନିଜର 
ମହାନୂଭବତାର ସଂକେତ ଦେଇଛନ୍ତି । ବୋର୍ଡ଼ରୁ ଅବସର ପ୍ରାପ୍ତି ପରେ ତାଙ୍କର ଫେରି 
ଯିବାର ଥଲା ମୂଳ ଚାକିରି ବୁର୍ଲା ଇଂଜିନିୟରିଂ କଲେଜକୁ । ଏଥୁପାଇଁ ଜିନିଷପତ୍ର ସହିତ 
ଟ୍ରକ ନେଇ ବୁଲା ଯିବାକୁ ଜଣେ ବିଶ୍ବସ୍ତ ବ୍ୟନ୍ତି ଆବଶ୍ୟକ ଥୁଲା | ମୁଁ ଏହା କରିବାକୁ ପ୍ରସ୍ତୁତ 
ଥିଲେ ମଧ୍ଯ ଅଳଦିନ ପୂର୍ବରୁ ବାତଜ୍ଵରାଗ୍ରସ୍ତ ହୋଇ ମୋ ଗୋଡ଼ ଫୁଲିଯାଇଥୁଲା ! ଏଣୁ 
୨ ୨୦ ମାଇଲ୍‌ ଟ୍ରକରେ ଗୋଡ଼ ଓହଳାଇ ବସିବା ସମ୍ଭବ ନଥୁଲା | ଏହା ରେବତୀବାବୁ 
ଦେଖଥଲେ ଓ ଜାଣିଥିଲେ । କିନ୍ତୁ ମୋର “ ନାସ୍ତି” ଓ ତାଙ୍କର ମୋତେ ' ଭଲପାଇବା” 
କୁ ଯୋଡ଼ି ବ୍ୟଙ୍ଗ କରିଥିଲେ ଜଣେ ଚୂଗୁଲିଖୋର ଅଫିସର୍‌ ! ଏହା ଅବଶ୍ୟ ରେବତୀ ବାବୁଙ୍କ 
ଦୃଷ୍ଟିକୁ ଆସି ନଥଲା । ପରେ ତାଙ୍କର ବୁର୍ଲା ଯିବା ସ୍ଥଗିତ ରହିଥଲା ସେ ବ୍ରହ୍ମପୁର 
ବିଶ୍ଵବିଦ୍ୟାଳୟର କୁଳପତି ନିଯୁକ୍ତି ହେବାରୁ । ତେବେ ବୋର୍ଡ଼ରୁ ବିଦାୟ ନେବା ବେଳେ 
ତାଙ୍କ ଠାରେ ନିଜ ପରିବାରକୁ ଛାଡ଼ି ଯିବା ଭଳି ବିଷର୍ଣ୍ଣତା ଦେଖୁଥୁଲି ମୁଁ । 

ତାଙ୍କର ସମସ୍ତ ମହାନୀୟ ଗୁଣକୁ ମୁଁ ନିକଟରୁ ଦେଖୁଛି । ସେ ଚୂଗୁଲିଖୋର୍‌ଙ୍କୁ ଭଲ 
ପାଉ ନଥିଲେ ଏବଂ ଏକଥା ସଂପୁକ୍ତ ବ୍ଯକ୍ତିକୁ ଜାଣିବାର ସୁଯୋଗ ଦେଉ ନଥୁଲେ । 
ଅପରପକ୍ଷେ ଭଲେଇ ହେଉଥିବା ଲୋକଟିର ପିଠି ଥାପୁଡ଼ି ତା'ଠୁ ଅଧୟକରୁ ଅଧ୍ବକ କାମ 
କରାଇ ନେଉଥିଲେ ଏବଂ ଅଭିନୟ କରୁଥିଲେ ସେ ବ୍ୟକ୍ତିକୁ ଏକାନ୍ତ ଭାବେ ବିଶ୍ବାସ 
କଲାଭଳି | ଗୋଟିଏ ସଂସ୍ଥାର ମୁଖ୍ୟଙ୍କ ଏହା ଏକ ଆବଶ୍ୟକ ଚରିତ୍ର | କିନ୍ତୁ ଅଧ୍ୟାପକ 
ଜୀବନରୁ ପ୍ରଶାସନିକ ମୁଖ୍ୟ ହୋଇପାରିଥବା ରେବତୀବାବୂଙ୍କ ପାଇଁ ଏ ଚରିତ୍ରଟି ଥଲା 
ଅପ୍ରତ୍ୟାଶିତ ଏବଂ ତାଙ୍କ ପ୍ରଶାସନିକ ଦକ୍ଷତାର ନମୁନା ! 

ପ୍ରଫେସର ରେବତୀ ଚରଣ ଦାସ ଥୁଲେ ଉଭୟ ମାଧ୍ୟମିକ ଶିକ୍ଷା ବୋର୍ଡ଼ ଓ ଉକ୍କଳ 
ବିଶ୍ଵବିଦ୍ୟାଳୟର ଏକ ନମ୍ବର ଛାତ୍ର ପରେ ଜଣେ ଅଧ୍ଯାପକ ଓ ବିଶ୍ଵବିଦ୍ୟାଳୟର କୁଳପତି । 


ପ୍ରଦୂଷଣ ନିୟନ୍ତ୍ରଣ ବୋର୍ଡ଼ରେ ଅଧ୍ଯକ୍ଷତା ଥଲା ତାଙ୍କ ପାଇଁ ଗୋଟିଏ ନନ୍‌-ଏକାଡ଼େମିକ୍‌ 
ଅପ୍ରତ୍ୟାଶିତ ନିଯୁର୍ତି। ଅଥଚ ସେ ତାଙ୍କ କାଯ୍ୟକାଳ ଭିତରେ ପ୍ରମାଣ କରିଦେଇଥୂଲେ ଯେ, 
ସେ ଉକ୍ତ ଅନୁଷ୍ଠାନ ପାଇଁ ହିଁ ଗଢା ହୋଇଛନ୍ତି ପ୍ରଦୂଷଣ ନିୟନ୍ତ୍ରଣ ବୋର୍ଡ଼ର ଆଜିର 
ରୂପରେଖ ଓ କାଯ୍ୟଧାରା ତାଙ୍କ ଚିନ୍ତା ଓ ଯୋଜନାର ଫଳାଫଳ । ମୋ ଅନୁଭବରେ 
ସେଥଲେ ଜଣେ ଆଦର୍ଶ ମୁଖ୍ୟ ଉଚ୍ଚପଦାଧୂକାରୀ, ସ୍ଵଭାବସୁଲଭ ଶିକ୍ଷକୀୟ ରଙ୍ଗଢଙ୍ଗ ଥୁବା 
ଜଣେ ପରାମର୍ଶଦାତା, ମଣିଷ ମଣିଷ ଭିତରେ ଥବା ଭାବଗତ ପାର୍ଥକ୍ଯକୁ ଅସ୍ଵୀକାର 
କରୁଥିବା ଜଣେ ଆଦର୍ଶ ଅଗ୍ରଜ ସୁଲଭ ଗୁଣବାହକ ସହକମୀ, ଗୁଣ ଓ ଗୁଣୀଙ୍କ ପ୍ରୋସ୍ପାହକ 
ଏବଂ ବ୍ୟକ୍ତି ଓ ସ୍ପିତି ଭିତରେ ଯଥାର୍ଥ ଭାରସାମ୍ୟ ରକ୍ଷା କରିପାରୁଥିବା ଜଣେ ବୂଦ୍ଧିଜୀବୀ । 

ଆଜି ମଧ୍ଯ ରେବତୀବାବୁ ସହ ସାମ୍ପାସାମ୍ମି ହେବାବେଳେ ଖୁସି ଲାଗେ ଜଣେ ନିକଟ 
ଆମ୍ବୀୟଙ୍କୁ ଦେଖିଲା ଭଳି । ଶ୍ରୀମତୀ ଦାସଙ୍କ ବରିଷ୍ଠସୁଲଭ ସ୍ବେହ ମଧ୍ଯ ଅଭୁଲା, ଯାହା ଭିନ୍ 
ଅବସରରେ ଆଲୋଚ୍ୟ । 


ଅନୁଭୂତିରୁ ପଦେ 


ବିନାୟକ ମିଶ୍ରଂ 


ମାନବ ଜୀବନ ନୂହଇ କେବଳ । 
ବର୍ଷ, ମାସ, ଦିନ, ଦଣ୍ଡ ॥ 

କର୍ମେ ଜିଏ ନର କର୍ମ ଏକା ତାର । 
ଜୀବନର ମାନ ଦଣ୍ଡ ॥| 


ଯେଉଁ ମହାନ୍‌ ଦେଶ ପ୍ରେମୀ, ଜନ ସେବକ, ଦାର୍ଶନିକ ତଥା କବିଙ୍କର ଲେଖନୀରୁ 
ଏହି ଭାବ ବିହ୍ଵଳ କବିତାର ଉପ୍ପରି, ତାହା ଚିରକାଳ ପାଇଁ ସତ୍ୟ ! ଏହି ମହାନ୍‌ ଚିରନ୍ତନ 
ସତ୍ୟକୁ ଆଧୀର କରି ବହୁ ବ୍ଯକ୍ତି ବିଶେଷ ନିଜ ଜୀବନରେ ତାହା ଅକ୍ଷର ଅକ୍ଷରେ 
ପ୍ରତିଫଳିତ କରି ନିଜର ବ୍ୟକ୍ରିତ୍ଵ ସମାଜ ମଧ୍ୟରେ ପ୍ରତିଷ୍ଠା କରି ପାରିଛନ୍ତି ଓ ତାଙ୍କରି 
ସହଯୋଗୀ, ଅନ୍ତରଙ୍ଗ ବନ୍ଧୁ ତଥା ସହକମୀ ଓ ଶିଷ୍ୟଙ୍କୁ ପଦେ ପଦେ ଅନୁପ୍ରାଣୀତ କରି 
ପାରିଛନ୍ତି । ସେହି ପରି ଜଣେ "ମହାନ୍‌ ବ୍ୟକ୍ତିତ୍ଵ ପ୍ରଫେସର ରେବତୀ ଚରଣ ଦାସ । ମୁଁ 
ସେପରି ଏକ ବିରଳ ବ୍ୟକ୍ତତ୍ଵ ସଂସ୍ପର୍ଶରେ ଦୀର୍ଘ ଦଶ ବର୍ଷ ପାଇଁ ଆସି ନିଜକୁ ଧନ୍ୟ ମନେ 
କରୁଛି । 

ପ୍ରଫେସର ରେବତୀ ଚରଣ ଦାସ ରସାୟନ ଶାସ୍ତ୍ର ଅଧ୍ୟାପକ । ଓଡ଼ିଶା ସରକାରଙ୍କ - 
ଅଧୀନରେ ତଦାନୀନ୍ତନ ସର୍ବଶ୍ରେଷ୍ଠ ରେଭେନ୍ଵା ମହାବିଦ୍ୟାଳୟରେ ତାଙ୍କର ଚାକିରି 
କାଯ୍ୟକାଳର ଆରମ୍ଭ ମତ୍ର ! କିଛି ଦିନର ଅଧ୍ୟାପନା ପରେ ସେ ସମ୍ବଲପୁର-ବୁର୍ଲାସ୍ଥିତ 
ଇଂଜିନିୟରିଂ କଲେଜରେ ନିଜର ଅଧ୍ୟାପନା କାଯ୍ୟ ବହୁ ବର୍ଷ ପାଇଁ ଜାରି ରଖୁଥିଲେ। ସେ 
ଥିଲେ ଛାତ୍ର ବସୂଳ ଅଧ୍ୟାପକ ! ତଥାପି ଅଧ୍ୟାପକ ହିସାବରେ ତାଙ୍କରି ପରିଚୟ ସୀମିତ 


ବିନାୟକ ମିଶ୍ର, (ଅବସରପ୍ରାପ୍ତ) ପୂର୍ବତନ ମ୍ୟାନେଜର, ଅର୍ଥ, ପ୍ରୋଜେକ୍ଟ ଓଟର 


କିନ୍ତୁ ପରିବେଶ ବିଜ୍ଞାନୀ ତଥା ପରିବେଶ୍‌ବିତ୍‌ ହିସାବରେ ତାଙ୍କରି ଖ୍ଯାତି ଜାତୀୟ ଓ 
ଆନ୍ତଜଜୀତୀୟ ସ୍ତରରେ ପରିବ୍ୟାପ୍ତ । ଏହି ସୁଯୋଗର ଆଧାରରେ ଓଡ଼ିଶା ପରିବେଶ ପ୍ରଦୂଷଣ 
ନିୟନ୍ତ୍ରଣ ବୋର୍ଡ଼ର ଚେୟାରମ୍ୟାନ ହିସାବରେ ତାଙ୍କର ଯୋଗଦାନ ଏ ଦିଗରେ ତାଙ୍କୁ 
ବିଶେଷ ଉତ୍ସାହ ଯୋଗାଇ ଦେଇଥିଲା । ସେ ନିଜର କାଯ୍ୟାବଳି ତଥା ବ୍ୟକ୍ତିତ୍ଵ ବଳରେ 
ବିଭିନ୍ନ ଲେଖା ଓ ଯୁକ୍ତି ମାଧ୍ୟମରେ ସାମାଜିକ ଚେତନା ଜାଗ୍ରତ କରାଇ ପାରି ଦେଶ 
ବିଦେଶରେ ନିଜର ଅପ୍ରତିହତ ପ୍ରତିଭା ପ୍ରତିଷ୍ଠା କରି ପାରିଥିଲେ । 

ଓଡ଼ିଶା ପରିବେଶ ପ୍ରଦୂଷଣ ନିୟନ୍ତ୍ରଣ ବୋର୍ଡ଼ରୁ ନିଜର କାଯ୍ୟିକାଳ ସାରି ସେ ପୁଣି 
ଜଣେ ଶିକ୍ଷାବିତ୍‌ ହିସାବରେ ବ୍ରହ୍ମପୁର ବିଶ୍ଵବିଦ୍ୟାଳୟର କୂଳପତି ଆସନ ଅଳଂକୃତ କରିଥଲେ | 
କୁଳପତି ପଦରେ ରହି ଛାତ୍ର, ଶିକ୍ଷକ ତଥା କର୍ମଚାରୀଙ୍କ ପ୍ରିୟଭାଜନ ହୋଇ ସେ ସଫଳତାର 
ସହ ନିଜ ଶାସକୀୟ ଦକ୍ଷତା ପ୍ରତିପାଦିତ କରିପାରିଥିଲେ ! ନିଜର ସରଳ, ନିରାଡମ୍ବର, 
ନିରପେକ୍ଷ, ବିଚାରଧାରା ତଥା ସୁମିଷ୍ଟ ବ୍ୟବହାର ଓ କର୍ମଦକ୍ଷତା ବଳରେ ସମସ୍ତଙ୍କୁ ନିଜର 
କରିନେଇଥିଲେ । ତାଙ୍କରି କାଯ୍ୟକାଳ ମଧ୍ଯରେ କୌଣସି ଛାତ୍ର ଅଶାନ୍ତି ଅବା ଶାସକୀୟ 
ବିଶୁଙ୍ଖଳା ସୃଷ୍ଟି ହୋଇନଥୁଲା। ଅନୁଷ୍ଠାନ ପ୍ରତି ତାଙ୍କର ମମତା ଆର୍ଥିକ ଅସ୍ବଚ୍ଥଳତା ଦୂରୀକରଣ 
ପାଇଁ ପ୍ରୟାସ ତଥା ଶିକ୍ଷାଦାନରେ ଶୁଙ୍ଖଳିତ ବାତାବରଣ ସୃଷ୍ଟି ତାଙ୍କରି ଶ୍ରେଷ୍ଠ ଅବଦାନ । 
ତାଙ୍କର ଭଂଜବିହାରରେ ତିନିବର୍ଷର ରହଣୀକାଳ ବିଷୟରେ କିଛି ପରେ ଉପସ୍ଥାପିତ 
-କରୁଛି |- 

କୁଳପତି କାଯ୍ୟିକାଳ ସମାପନା ପରେ-ସେ ସ୍ବେଛଥାକୃତ ଅବସର ଗ୍ରହଣ କରିଥୁଲେ । 
କିନ୍ଧି ବିଧୂର ବିଧାନ ବିଚିତ୍ର । ପୁଣିଥରେ ଓଡ଼ିଶା ସରକାରଙ୍କ ଦ୍ଵାରା ସେ ପରିବେଶ ପ୍ରଦୂଷଣ 
ନିୟନ୍ତ୍ରଣ ବୋର୍ଡ଼ର ଚେୟାରମ୍ୟାନ ହିସାବରେ ନିଯୁକ୍ତି ପାଇବା ତାଙ୍କ କର୍ମପ୍ରବଣ ବ୍ୟକ୍ତିତ୍ଵର 
ପରିଚାୟକ । ବୋର୍ଡ଼ର ଚେୟାରମ୍ୟାନ୍‌ ହିସାବରେ ନିଜର କାଯ୍ୟକାଳ ମଧ୍ୟରେ ଦେଶ 
ବିଦେଶର.ବିଭିନ୍ନ ସଂସ୍ଥାରୁ ଆଥିକ ସାହାଯ୍ୟ ଆଣି ତାକୁ ପରିବେଶ ଜନିତ ସମାଜ ସଚେତନତା 
ଦିଗରେ ବ୍ୟୟ କରିବାରେ ସଫଳ ହୋଇଥିଲେ । 

ବିଶ୍ଵବାସୀଙ୍କ ସମ୍ମୁଖରେ ପରିବେଶ ପ୍ରଦୂଷଣ ଜନିତ ଗମ୍ଭୀର ସମସ୍ୟା ଭୟଙ୍କର ରୂପ 
ଧାରଣ କରି ଉଭା ହୋଇଛି । ଏହାର ନିରାକରଣ ପାଇଁ ପ୍ରତ୍ୟେକ ବ୍ୟକ୍ତିର ପ୍ରତିଟି ସ୍ତରରେ 
ଗୁରୁ ଦାୟିତ୍ଵ ରହିଛି । ଏଣୁ ସଚେତନତା ସୃଷ୍ଠି ପାଇଁ ତଥା ପ୍ରଦୂଷଣ ପ୍ରତିରୋଧ କରିବା 
ପାଇଁ ଶାସକ, ଅଧ୍ୟାପକ, ଶିକ୍ଷକ, ସମାଜ ସେବୀ, ସାଧାରଣ ଜନତା, ପୋଲିସ୍‌, ବିଚାରକ, 
ଶିଳ୍ତୋଦ୍ୟୋଗୀ ତଥା ଆଡ୍‌ଭୋକେଟ୍‌ ମାନଙ୍କର ଭୂମିକା ରହିଛି । ଏହା ପ୍ରତିପାଦିତ କରିବା 
ପାଇଁ ପ୍ରଫେସର ଦାସ ଭୂବନେଶ୍ବରରେ ନରଣୱ ସରକାରଙ୍କ ଆର୍ଥିକ ସହାୟତାରେ ଏକ 
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ସେମିନାର ଆୟୋଜନ କରିଥଲେ । ସେଥିରେ ସେ ଯେଉଁ ଭାବଗନମ୍ଭୀର ବିଚାରଧାରା 
ସମ୍ବଳିତ ସନ୍ଦର୍ଭ ଉପସ୍ଥାପିତ କରିଥଲେ, ତାହା ସମସ୍ତଙ୍କୁ ସ୍ତନ୍ତ କରିଥଲା | ବକ୍ତବ୍ୟ ମାଧ୍ୟମରେ 
ସେ ନିର୍ଭିକ ଭାବରେ ମୁକ୍ତ କଣ୍ଠରେ ଦର୍ଶାଇଥିଲେ ଯେ - ମାନସିକ ପ୍ରସ୍ତୁତି ତଥା ଇଛା 
ଶକ୍ତିର ଅଭାବରେ ଆଇନ କାନୁନର ଦ୍ବାହି ଦେଇ ଆଜି ପ୍ରତ୍ୟେକେ ନିଜର ଦାୟିତ୍ବ 
ନତୁଲାଇ ପାଖେଇ ରହୁଛନ୍ତି । ଫଳରେ ସମସ୍ୟା ଗୁରୁତର ଆକାରରେ ବଢିଚାଲିଛି ! 
ପ୍ରଚଳିତ ଆଇନ୍‌ କାନୁନ କିପରି ଜଳ ପ୍ରଦୂଷଣ, ବାୟୁ ପ୍ରଦୂଷଣ ଓ ଶଦ୍ଦ ପ୍ରଦୂଷଣ ଆଦି 
ରୋକିବା ପାଇଁ ସମର୍ଥ, କିନୁ ଆଇନ ଖିଲାପକାରୀଙ୍କ ବିରୁଦ୍ଧରେ ଆଇନ୍‌ କାନୁନର ସଠିକ୍‌ 
ପ୍ରୟୋଗ ନକରିବା ଯେ ଦୁଃଖାବହ ଏ କଥା ସେ ବଜ୍ର କଣ୍ଠରେ ଘୋଷଣା କରିଥଲେ । 
ଶାସକ, ପୋଲିସ ଅଫିସର, ବିଚାରପତି ଓ ଆଡ଼ଭୋକେଟ୍‌ ମାନଙ୍କ ଦୃଷ୍ଟି ଆକର୍ଷଣ କରି 
ପ୍ରଚଳିତ ଆଇନକାନୁନ୍‌ ଗୁଡ଼ିକର ସଂକଳନ ଓ ଟିକାଟିସ୍ତଣୀ ଅତି ବିଚକ୍ଷଣ ଭାବରେ 
ଉପସ୍ଥାପିତ କରି ବିଭିନ୍ନ ଜଟିଳ ପ୍ରଶ୍ନର ଉତ୍ତର ପ୍ରଦାନ କରିଥିଲେ । କେତେକ ଦକ୍ଷ 
ପ୍ରଶାସକ, ବିଚାରପତି ଓ ପୋଲିସ ଅଫିସର ପ୍ରଫେସର ଦାସଙ୍କୁ ଉଚ୍ଛସିତ ପ୍ରଶଂସା କରି 
ସଂଗୃହିତ ତଥ୍ୟାବଳୀର ଏକ ଟିକା ପଠାଇବା ପାଇଁ ନିଜ ନିଜର ଅଭିଳାଷ ବ୍ୟକ୍ତ କରିଥୁଲେ | 
ଏଥିରୁ ପରିବେଶ ପ୍ରଦୂଷଣ ନିରାକରଣ ଉଦେଶ୍ୟରେ ତାଙ୍କର ଅହରହ ଉଦ୍ୟମ ପ୍ରଶଂସାରହଁ 
ଓ ପ୍ରଣିଧାନ ଯୋଗ୍ୟ ! 

କଥା ଓ କାଯ୍ୟର ସମନ୍ବୟତା ରକ୍ଷା ତାଙ୍କର ସର୍ବଶ୍ରେଷ୍ଠ ଗୁଣ । ନିଜର ଅପ୍ରତିହତ 
ପ୍ରତିଭାବଳରେ ସେ ଦେଶର କେନ୍ଦ୍ରିୟ ପରିବେଶ ପ୍ରଦୂଷଣ ନିୟନ୍ତ୍ରଣ ବୋର୍ଡ଼ର ଜଣେ 
ସକ୍ରିୟ ସଭ୍ୟ ରୂପେ ଆଦୃତ ହୋଇ ପାରିଥୂଲେ | ଦକ୍ଷତା ପ୍ରଦର୍ଶନ ବଳରେ ସେ ସବୁରି ଦୃଷ୍ଟି 
ଆକର୍ଷଣ କରି ପାରିଥୁଲେ । ଫଳରେ ଦେଶର ସର୍ବୋ୍ ନ୍ୟାୟାଳୟ ଦିଲ୍ଲୀର ପରିବେଶ 
ପ୍ରଦୂଷଣ ଜନିତ ସମସ୍ୟାର ସମାଧାନ ପାଇଁ ଯେଉଁ ଉଚ୍ଚତର କମିଟି ଗଠନ କରିଥଲେ - 
ସେଥୁରେ ପ୍ରଫେସର ଦାସଙ୍କୁ ମନୋନୀତ ଓ ସ୍ଥାନିତ କରିଥୁଲେ । କର୍ମ ହିଁ ଜୀବନର 
ମାନଦଣ୍ଡ ଭାବି ସେ ସଦା ସର୍ବଦା ପରିବେଶ ପ୍ରଦୂଷଣ ଜନିତ ସମସ୍ୟା ଓ ତାର ସମାଧାନ 
ପାଇଁ ସୁଚିନ୍ତିତ ଲେଖା ଓ ଅନୁକୂଳ ବାତାବରଣ ସ୍ପଷ୍ଟି କରୁଥିଲେ ତଥା ଦିଗ୍‌ ଦର୍ଶନ 
ଦେଉଥିଲେ 

ପରିବେଶ ପ୍ରଦୂଷଣ ନିୟନ୍ତ୍ରଣ ବୋର୍ଡ଼ରୁ ନିଜର କାଯ୍ୟକାଳ ସରିବାପରେ ସେ ଶାନ୍ତିରେ 
ବସିପାରିନଥୂଲେ ! ରାଜଧାନୀ ଭୁବନେଶ୍ବରରେ ନାଳ ନର୍ଦ୍ଦମାର ଦୂଷିତ ଜଳକୁ କିପରି 
ସଫା କରି ସୁବିନିଯୋଗ କରାଯାଇପାରିବ ସେଥପାଇଁ ଏକ ପ୍ରୋଜେକ୍ଟ ତିଆରି କରି 
କାନଡ଼ା ସରାକାରଙ୍କ ଆର୍ଥିକ ସାହାଯ୍ୟ ମଂଜୁରୀ କରାଇ ପାରିଥିଲେ | ପ୍ରୋଜେକ୍ଟ କାଯ୍ୟ, 


×.1.M ଓ ୯A ଜରିଆରେ କାଯ୍ୟକାରୀ କରିବା ପାଇଁ ସେ ଆନୁଷ୍ଠାନିକ ସ୍ବୀକୃତି ପାଇଥିଲେ | 

“ ଗୁଣ ଚିହ୍ନେ ଗୁଣିଆ - ସୁନା ଚିହ୍ନେ ବଣିଆ” ନୀତିକୁ ଆଧାର କରି -ସେ ବିଭିନ୍ନ 
ସଂସ୍ଥାରୁ ଅବସର ପ୍ରାପ୍ତ ନିରଳସ, କର୍ମଠ ବ୍ୟକ୍ତି ବିଶେଷଙ୍କୁ ନେଇ ଏକ ନିର୍ଭର ଯୋଗ୍ୟ 
ଦଳ ଗଠନ କରିଥୁଲେ | ଖରା, ବର୍ଷା, ଶୀତ, କାକର ଓ ଦିନରାତି ଭୁଲିଯାଇ ନିକୋପାର୍କ, 
ଲକ୍ଷ୍ମୀସାଗର ଲେକ୍‌ ଓ ଉକ୍କଳ ବିଶ୍ଵବିଦ୍ୟାଳୟ ପରିସରରେ waste water treatment 
pond G plant ଗଠନ କରି ସେହି ପାଣିରେ ମାଛ ଚାଷ କରାଇପାରି ଥଲେ | ଏତାଦୃଶ୍ୟ 
କାଯ୍ୟ ଫଳରେ ସେ ବହୁ ବିଜ୍ଞାନୀ, ବୁବିଜୀବୀ ତଥା ଶାସକଙ୍କ ଚମକୃତ କରିପାରିଥିଲେ । 

ବିଚକ୍ଷଣ ବୁଵ୍ଧିମତାର ପ୍ରେରଣାରେ କୌଣସି ବିଷୟବସ୍ତୁ ଉପରେ ଶୀଘ୍ର ନିରପେକ୍ଷ 
ନୀତିଗତ ନିଷ୍ପତ୍ତି ନେବା ତାଙ୍କର ବିରଳ ବ୍ୟକ୍ତିତ୍ଵ । ଯେତେବେଳେ ଉପରୋକ୍ତ ପରିସରରେ 
ଲକ୍ଷ ଲକ୍ଷ ଟଙ୍କାର କାମ ଚାଲିଥୂଲା, ସମୟ କ୍ରମେ କେତେକ ଅସୁବିଧାର ସୂତ୍ରପାତ ଦେଖା 
ଦେଲା ! ସେଥିରେ ସେ ଭାଇ ନପଡ଼ି ଦକ୍ଷ ଇଂଜିନିୟରଙ୍କ ପରାମର୍ଶ ଗ୍ରହଣ କରି ନୀତିଗତ 
ନିର୍ଦ୍ଦେଶ ବଳରେ ପ୍ରତିକୂଳ ପରିସ୍ଥିତିକୁ ଆୟତ୍ତ କରି ପାରି କାଯ୍ୟରେ ସଫଳ ରୂପାୟନ କରି 
ପାରିଥିଲେ | 

ପରିବେଶ ବିଜ୍ଞାନ ବିଷୟକ ପାଠ୍ୟକ୍ରମ ଉପରେ ତାଙ୍କର ଦକ୍ଷତା ଥଲା । ଫଳରେ 
×.1./ ଭୁବନେଶ୍ବରର management ଛାତ୍ର ଛାତ୍ରୀଙ୍କୁ ତଥା ଉକ୍ଳ ବିଶ୍ବବିଦ୍ୟାଳୟର 
ବିଭିନ୍ନ ସ୍କାତକୋତ୍ତର ବିଭାଗୀୟ ଛାତ୍ରଛାତ୍ରୀଙ୍କୁ ng Professor ହିସାବରେ ଶିକ୍ଷାଦାନ 
ଦେବାର ସୁଯୋଗ ଲାଭ କରିଥଲେ | ଛାତ୍ରଛାତ୍ରୀଙ୍କ ସହ ଉଚ୍ଚକୋଟୀର ଆଲୋଚନାମ୍ବକ 
Debate, Conference ଓ ସେମିନାରରେ ଭାଗ ନେଇ ସେ ସମସ୍ତଙ୍କର ପ୍ରିୟ ପତ୍ର 
ହୋଇ ପାରିଥଲେ ! 

ସାଧାରଣ ସଭାମାନଙ୍କରେ ତାଙ୍କର ସରଳ, ସାବଲୀଳ, ତଥା ସାରଗର୍ଭକ ଭାଷଣ 
ଅତି ଉଚ୍ଚକୋଟୀର ଥୁଲା | ସ୍ଵଜ୍ ସମୟ ଭିତରେ ବହୁ ବିଷୟରେ ସୁଚିନ୍ତିତ ଉପାଦେୟ ତଥ୍ୟ 
ବୋଧଗମ୍ୟ ଭାଷାରେ ପ୍ରକାଶ କରିବାରେ ସେ ପାରଙ୍ଗମ ଥିଲେ ! ସମାଜରେ ପରିବେଶ 
ସଚେତନତାର ବୀଜବପନ ଉଦ୍ଦେଶ୍ୟରେ ସେ ବହୁଯୋଜନା କାଯ୍ୟକାରୀ କରାଇ ଗାଁକୁ ଗାଁ 
ବୁଲି ସାଧାରଣ ଜନତାଙ୍କ ଶ୍ରଦ୍ଧାଭାଜନ ହୋଇ ପାରିଥିଲେ । 

ପ୍ରଫେସର ଦାସଙ୍କ ଲୋକପ୍ରୟତା ବିଷୟରେ ଏତିକି କହିଲେ ଯଥେଷ୍ଟ ହେବ । 
କାଲିପରି ଲାଗୁଛି ଯେତେବେଳେ ତାଙ୍କରି ହାର୍ଟ ସର୍ଜ୍ତରୀ ପାଇଁ ଦିନ ଧାଯ୍ୟ ହେଲା ଦିନେ 
ପୂର୍ବରୁ ସେ ହସ୍ପିଟାଲ୍‌ରେ ଭର୍ଭି ହେଲେ । ପରିଦିନ ପୂର୍ବାହ୍ନରେ ଅପରେସନ୍‌ ଧାଯ୍ୟ 
ହୋଇଥୁଲା। ସକାଳ ଆଠ ଘଣ୍ଟା ସମୟରେ ହସ୍‌ପିଟାଲ୍‌ ଗଲାବେଳକୁ ବିଭିନ୍ନ ବିଶ୍ଵବିଦ୍ୟାଳୟ, 


×.1.M, CIFA ଆଦିରୁ ଛାତୁ, କର୍ମଚାରୀ, ଶିକ୍ଷକ ତଥା ସଚିବାଳୟର ବହୁ ଅଫିସରଙ୍କ 
ଭିଡ଼ ଜମିଥିଲା ! ରକ୍ତର ଆବଶ୍ୟକତାକୁ ମେଣ୍ଟାଇବା ପାଇଁ ୫୦/୬୦ ଜଣ ଆଗଭର 
ହୋଇ ଧାଡ଼ି ବାନ୍ଧି ଠିଆ ହେଲେ | ଯେ ଦେଖୁଛି - ସେ ଅଙ୍ଗେ ନିଭେଇଛି । ସେ କଥା 
ଭାବିଲେ ଲୋମ ଟାଙ୍କୁରି ଉଠୁଛି । ତଥାପି ପ୍ରଫେସର ଦାସ ଏକଥା ଜାଣି ନଥାନ୍ତି ! ହଠାତ୍‌ 
ତାଙ୍କରି କାନକୁ ଏକଥା ଗଲା | କାଳ ବିଳମ୍ବ ନକରି ସେ ଡ଼ାକ୍ତରଙ୍କ ସହ ବାହାରକୁ ଆସି 
ହସି ହସି ସମସ୍ତଙ୍କ କରମର୍ଦ୍ଦନ କରିଥିଲେ ଓ ଚା ବିତରଣ କରାଇଥିଲେ | ପୁଣି କହିଥିଲେ 
¬ ମୁଁ ଆପଣମାନଙ୍କ ଠାରେ କୃତଜ୍ଞ-“ଭଗବାନ ସଦୟ ହେଲେ - ପୁଣି ଦେଖାହେବ | ଏପରି 
ବହୁ ଉଦାହରଣ ରହିଛି । 

ପରିଶେଷରେ ମୁଁ ଏତିକି କହିବି ଯେ - ସେ ଏକାଧାରରେ ଥିଲେ ସରଳ, ନିରାଡ଼ମ୍ବର, 
ନିରହଙ୍କାର ଓ ସଚ୍ଚୋଟ ମଣିଷ ଟିଏ । ଶାସ୍ତ୍ର କହେ ଜଣେ ବ୍ୟକ୍ତିର ଉନ୍ନତି ପଥରେ ଜଣେ 
ନାରୀର ପ୍ରେରଣା ଥାଏ । ମୁଁ ଯେତିକି ଜାଣେ ଏହା ଅକ୍ଷରେ ଅକ୍ଷରେ ସତ | M୮୫. ଦାସଙ୍କ 
ଅକୁଣ୍ଣିତ ସାହାଯ୍ୟ, ସହାନୁଭୂତି ଓ ସହଯୋଗିତା ତଥା ପ୍ରେରଣା ପ୍ରଫେସର୍‌ ଦାସଙ୍କୁ ପଦେ 
ପଦେ ଅନୁପ୍ରାଣୀତ ଓ କରିଛି ଓ ଅଦ୍ୟାବଧୂ ଏହି ଅସୁବିଧା ମୁହୂର୍ଭରେ ତାଙ୍କରି ସେବା, 
ସୁଶ୍ରଷା ପ୍ରଫେସର ଦାସଙ୍କର ଏକ ମାତ୍ର ଭରସା ହୋଇ ରହିଛି । 

ଭଗବାନ ସେମାନଙ୍କୁ ପଦେ ପଦେ ସାହାଯ୍ୟ କରନ୍ତୁ । ସେମାନେ ଦୀର୍ଘ ନିରାମୟ 
ଜୀବନ ଯାପନ କରନ୍ତୁ ¦ ଏତିକି ମାତ୍ର କାମନା ! 

ପ୍ରଫେସର ଦାସ, ୧୯୯୨ ରୁ ୧୯୯୫ ପଯ୍ୟନ୍ତ ତିନିବର୍ଷ ପାଇଁ ବ୍ରହ୍ମପୁର 
ବିଶ୍ଵବିଦ୍ୟାଳୟ କୁଳପତି ଆସନ ଅଳଙ୍କୃତ କରିଥଲେ | ଏହି ଆସନରେ ବସିବା ଯେତିକି 
ଆନନ୍ଦ ଦାୟକ ତତୋଧୂକ ଦୁଃଖଦାୟକ ମଧ୍ୟ । ଶିକ୍ଷକ, ଛାତ୍ର ଓ ଅଣଶିକ୍ଷକ କର୍ମଚାରୀଙ୍କ 
ସହଯୋଗିତାରେ ଏଠାରେ ଶାସନ ଚାଲେ ¦! ସମୟର ପରିବର୍ଭନ ସାଙ୍ଗକୁ ମାନବ ମନର 
ବିକୃତ ଚିନ୍ତାଧାରା ଉଣାଅଧୂକେ ସମସ୍ତ ଅନୁଷ୍ଠାନର ପବିତ୍ର ବାତାବରଣକୁ ଆଜି କଳୁଷିତ 
କରିଛି । ପ୍ରତ୍ୟେକ ସ୍ତରରେ କର୍ରବ୍ୟାନୂରାଗ କମିଛି, ଅଥଚ ବ୍ୟକ୍ତିଗତ ସ୍ବାର୍ଥଣରତା ତତୋଧ୍ୂକ 
ବଢିଛି । ବିଶ୍ବବିଦ୍ୟାଳୟ ପରି ଶିକ୍ଷାନୁଷ୍ଠାନର ଶାସନ ନିୟନ୍ତ୍ରଣ ବଡ଼ କଠିନ ବ୍ୟାପାର । 
ଅଯଥା ଦାବି, ଅଯଥା ଆଶାବାଦିତା ଆଜିକା ଜୀବନ ଯାତ୍ରାର ଆଧାର । ଏସବୁକୁ ଆଣି 
ଆଗରେ ରଖି ଶାସନ ଚଳାଇ ନେବା ପ୍ରଫେସର ଦାସଙ୍କ ମୂଳ ଲକ୍ଷ୍ୟ ଥୁଲା | 

ବିଶ୍ଵବିଦ୍ୟାଳୟ ପରିଚାଳନା କ୍ଷେତ୍ରରେ ସିଶ୍ଡିକେଟ୍‌, ସିନେଟ୍‌ ଓ ଏକାଡ଼େମିକ୍‌ 
କାଉନ୍‌ସିଲ୍‌ର ଭୂମିକା ମଧ୍ୟ ଅତ୍ୟନ୍ତ ଗୁରୁତ୍ଵ ପୂଣ୍ଠ ¦ ପରିସ୍ଥିତିର ଚାପରୁ ହେଉ ଅବା ମତାମତ 
ଭିନ୍ନଭିନ୍ନ ହେବା ସ୍ଵାଭାବିକ । ଏଣୁ ଦୈନନ୍ଦିନ କାଯ୍ୟପ୍ରଣାଳୀରେ ନିରପେକ୍ଷ, ନିଃସ୍ବାର୍ଥପର 
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ତଥା ବିବେକାନୂମୋଦିତ ସିବ୍ଧାନ୍ତ ନେବା ପ୍ରଫେସର ଦାସଙ୍କର ଏକ ବଡ଼ଗୁଣ ଥଲା । ଏଣୁ 
ସେ ଉପରୋକ୍ତ ପରିଷଦ ଗୁଡ଼ିକର ବିଚାର ଆଲୋଚନାକୁ ଆଖିଆଗରେ ରଖି, ସଭ୍ୟମାନଙ୍କ 
ସହ ସୁସଂପର୍କ ରକ୍ଷାକରି, ସୁଚିନ୍ତିତ ପରାମର୍ଶ ଆଧାରରେ ଶାସନର ଡ଼ୋରି ସୁରୁଖୁରୁରେ 
ଚଳାଇଥିଲେ । ଆଇନ କାନୂନ ପ୍ରତି ପ୍ରଫେସର ଦାସଙ୍କର ପ୍ରଗାଢ଼ ସମ୍ମାନ ଥଲା | ଏଣୁ ସେ 
କୋର୍ଟ କଚେରୀରେ ଥବା ମକଦ୍ଦମା ଗୁଡ଼ିକରେ ଯୁକ୍ତି ଉପସ୍ଥାପନ ମୂଳକ ଯେଉଁ ଲେଖା 
ଦାଖଲ କରିବା ପାଇଁ ପରାମର୍ଶ ଦେଉଥିଲେ, ସେଥିରେ ପ୍ରକୃତ ତଥ୍ୟ ଯୋଗାଇ ଦେବା 
ପାଇଁ କହୁଥିଲେ | ଘଟଣାକୁ ସିଧା କଥାରେ ପ୍ରକାଶ କରିବା ତାଙ୍କର ମହତ୍ତର ଗୁଣ ଥୁଲା | 

ମୂଳତଃ ପ୍ରଫେସର ଦାସ ଥିଲେ ଜଶେ ଶିକ୍ଷକ । ଏଣୁ ଶିକ୍ଷକ ହିସାବରେ ଶିକ୍ଷକମାନଙ୍କ 
ଗହଣରେ ନିଜକୁ ସାମିଲ କରି ଶିକ୍ଷକଙ୍କ ସମସ୍ୟା, ଶିକ୍ଷାଦାନ ପ୍ରକ୍ରିୟାରେ ଥବା ବିଭିନ୍ନ 
ଅସୁବିଧା ସମାଧାନ କରି, ସବୁରି ସହ ସହୁଦୟ ମନେଭାବ ପୋଷଣ ପୂର୍ବକ, ଉପଯୁକ୍ତ 
ପରାମର୍ଶ ପାଇଁ ସେ ବିଶ୍ବବିଦ୍ୟାଳୟରେ ଶିକ୍ଷାଦାନ ବାତାବରଣ ପ୍ରତିଷ୍ଠା କରିପାରିଥିଲେ ! 
ସେ ନିଜେ ବିଜ୍ଞାନଗାର ଓ ଗ୍ରନ୍ଧାଗାରକୁ ଯାଇ ଛାତ୍ର ଓ ଶିକ୍ଷକଙ୍କ ସୁବିଧା ଲକ୍ଷ୍ୟ କରି 
ଶାସନକୁ ସୁନିୟନ୍ତ୍ରିତ କରିପାରିଥିଲେ । ଶିକ୍ଷକର ଶିକ୍ଷାଦାନ ଓ ଛାତ୍ରବସୂଳତା ଶିକ୍ଷାନୁଷ୍ଠାନର 
ମହର୍ତବକୁ ପ୍ରତିପାଦିତ କରେ, ଏହାଥିଲା ତାଙ୍କର ଆହ୍ଵାନ ଓ ପ୍ରେରଣାଦାୟକ ମନୋବୃରି । 
ଏଣୁ ସେ ଶିକ୍ଷକଙ୍କ ପ୍ରିୟଭାଜନ ହେବା ସାଙ୍ଗକୁ ଶିକ୍ଷାଦାନୀ ବାତାବରଣକୁ ଉଜ୍ଜୀବିତ 
କରିପାରିଥିଲେ | କୁଳପତି ହେଲେବି ବିଶ୍ଵବିଦ୍ୟାଳୟ ପରିସରରେ ଥବା ଉଚ୍ଇଂରାଜୀ 
ବିଦ୍ୟାଳୟକୁ ଯାଇ ସେ ସାମୟିକ ଶିକ୍ଷାଦାନ କରି, କୋମଳମତି ଛାତ୍ରଛାତ୍ରୀଙ୍କ ସଂସ୍ପର୍ଶରେ 
ଆସି ଅପାର ଆନନ୍ଦ ଅନୁଭବ କରୁଥିଲେ ! ଶିକ୍ଷକ ତଥା ଛାତ୍ରଛାତ୍ରୀ ମହଲରେ ପାଠପ୍ରତି 
ଆଗ୍ରହ ସୃଷ୍ଟି, ଚରିତ୍ର ଗଠନ ତଥା ସମୟାନୂବର୍ିତା ରକ୍ଷା ଏବଂ ନିୟନ୍ତ୍ରଣ କରିବା ଏଥୁରେ 
ଅସଲ ଉଦ୍ଦେଶ୍ୟ ଥଲା | ପରୀକ୍ଷା ଶାସନକୁ ପରିଚାଳନା ତଥା ପରୀକ୍ଷା ଖାତା ମୂଲ୍ୟାୟନ, 
ପରୀକ୍ଷାଫଳ ପ୍ରକାଶନରେ ଶୃଙ୍ଖଳା ରକ୍ଷାକରି ସେ ନିଜର ଦକ୍ଷତା ପ୍ରଦର୍ଶନ କରି ପାରିଥୂଲେ । 

ବିଶ୍ବବିଦ୍ୟାଳୟ ଗଠନ ସ୍କାତକୋତ୍ତର ଛାତ୍ରଛାତ୍ରୀଙ୍କ ପାଇଁ । ଏଣୁ ବିଶ୍ବବିଦ୍ୟାଳୟରେ 
ଶିକ୍ଷାଦାନ, ଗବେଷଣା, ଛାତ୍ରାବାସରେ ରହଣି ବ୍ୟବସ୍ଥା, ସ୍ବାସ୍ଥ୍ୟରକ୍ଷା ପାଇଁ ବିହିତ ବ୍ୟବସ୍ଥା, 
ଛାତ୍ର, ଶିକ୍ଷକ, କର୍ମଚାରୀ ସମୁହଙ୍କ ଉତ୍ସବ ଅନୁଷ୍ଠାନରେ ଶାସନର ସହଯୋଗିତା ଉପରେ 
ସେ ବିଶେଷ ଗୁରୁତ୍ଵ ଦେଉଥୁଲେ ! ଛାତ୍ରଙ୍କର ଅନେକ ଦାବି ରହୁଥିଲା | କିନୁ ତାକୁ ଯୁକ୍ତି 
ସଙ୍ଗତ ଉପାୟରେ ସାମନା କରି ଉଚିତ୍‌ ଅନୁଚିତ୍‌ କଥା ବୁଝାଇ ଜଣେ ଶିକ୍ଷକ ହିସାବରେ 
ଛାତ୍ରବସ୍ବଳ ଭୂମିକା ଗ୍ରହଣ କରି ସେ ସବୁକଥା ଅତି ସରଳ ଉପାୟରେ ସମାଧାନ କରୁଥିଲେ | 
ଛାତ୍ର, ଶିକ୍ଷକ ଅବା କର୍ମଚାରୀ ହୁଅନ୍ତୁ, ମୁକୁଳିବା ପାଇଁ ସେ ମିଥ୍ୟା ପ୍ରତିଶୃତି ଦେଉନଥୁଲେ 
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କିମ୍ବା ଛଳନାମକ ବ୍ଯବହାର କରୁନଥିଲେ । ଏହାଥିଲା ତାଙ୍କର ବୈଶିଷ୍ଟ୍ୟ । ଯାହା ଉଚିତ୍‌ 
ମନେ ହେଉଥଲା, ତାହାକୁ ଅକ୍ଷରେ ଅକ୍ଷରେ ପାଳନ କରି, ବିଦ୍ୟାର୍ଥୀଗଣଙ୍କୁ ସେ ଆପଣାର 
କରିପାରିଥିଲେ | ତେଣୁ ତାଙ୍କ କାଯ୍ୟକାଳ ସମୟରେ କୌଣସି ଛାତ୍ର ଅଶାନ୍ତି ବା କଳହ 
ବିଶ୍ଵବିଦ୍ୟାଳୟ ପରିସରରେ ସୃଷ୍ଟି ହେଉନଥୁଲା | ଏହା ତାଙ୍କ ଶାସନ ଦକ୍ଷତାର ଉଦାହରଣ । 
ଛାତ୍ରଛାତ୍ରୀଙ୍କ ଉତ୍ସବ ଅନୁଷ୍ଠାନରେ ଯୋଗଦେଇ ସେ ଯେଉଁ ପ୍ରେରଣା ଦାୟକ ଭାଷଣ 
ଦେଉଥିଲେ ତାହା ଅତି ଉଚ୍ଚକୋଟୀର ଥୁଲା ! ଛାତ୍ରଛାତ୍ରୀମାନେ ସୁନାଗରିକ ହିସାବରେ 
ନିଜ ଜୀବନକୁ ଗଢି ତୋଳି ସରଳ, ସୁନ୍ଦର ଓ ନିରାମୟ କରିବା ସଙ୍ଗେ ସଙ୍ଗେ ପରିବାର 
ଓ ସମାଜ ଗଠନରେ କିପରି ସହାୟକ ହୋଇପାରିବେ - ତାର ଉପଦେଶାମୂକ ଉଦାହରଣ 
ଦେଇ ସେ ସମସ୍ତଙ୍କୁ ଚମକୃତ କରୁଥିଲେ ! ସେ ଏପରି ଉତ୍ଵବ ଅନୁଷ୍ଠାନରେ ପିଲାଙ୍କ ସହ 
ନିଜକୁ ମିଶାଇ ଦେଇ ଅପାର ଆନନ୍ଦ ଅନୁଭବ କରୁଥିଲେ | ସାଧାରଣତଃ ଶିକ୍ଷକମାନେ 
ଭଲ ଶାସକ ହୋଇ ପାରି ନଂ ଥାନ୍ତି, କିନ୍ତୁ ପ୍ରଫେସର ଦାସଙ୍କ କ୍ଷେତ୍ରରେ ଏହା ଏକ 
ବ୍ୟତିକ୍ରମ ଥିଲା | 

ବିଶ୍ଵବିଦ୍ୟାଳୟ ଶାସନ ପରିଚାଳନା କ୍ଷେତ୍ରରେ ଅଣଶିକ୍ଷକ କର୍ମଚାରୀଙ୍କ ଭୂମିକା କିଛି 
କମ୍‌ ନୁହେଁ ¦ ଅଫିସ୍‌ ପରିଚାଳନା ବ୍ୟତୀତ, ବିଶ୍ଵବିଦ୍ୟାଳୟ ପରିସରରେ ଜଳ ଯୋଗାଣ, 
ବିଜୁଳି ଆଲୋକ ପ୍ରଦାନ, ଅଫିସ୍‌, ବାସଗ୍ଧହ ତଥା ଛାତ୍ରାବାସ ଓ କ୍ୟାମ୍ପସ ପରିସରର 
ରକ୍ଷଣାବେକ୍ଷଣ, ମରାମତି, ସବୁଜୀକରଣ, ସୁରକ୍ଷା ଆଦି ବିଭିନ୍ନ ସେବାମୁଳକ କାଯ୍ୟ 
ସୁରୁଖୁରୁରେ ସମୟାନୂସାରେ କାଯ୍ୟକାରୀ କରିବା ଦୈନନ୍ଦିନ ଆବଶ୍ୟକତା ପ୍ରତି ତାଙ୍କର 
ଦୃଷ୍ଟି ରହୁଥିଲା । ସମୟୋଚିତ କାର୍ଯ୍ୟାନୁଷ୍ଠାନ ଅଭାବରେ ଛୋଟ ଛୋଟ ସମସ୍ୟା ଗୁରୁତର 
ହୋଇ ଉଠିବା ଏକ ନିତିଦିନିଆ ସ୍ବାଭାବିକ ଉଦାହରଣ । ତଥାପି ଏ ସବୁକୁ ଦୃଷ୍ଟିରେ ରଖୁ 
ପ୍ରଫେସର ଦାସ ଅଫିସର, ଶିକ୍ଷକ, ଅଣଶିକ୍ଷକ କର୍ମଚାରୀ ତଥା ଛାତ୍ରଙ୍କ ବିବିଧ ସମସ୍ୟା 
ସମାଧାନ କରି ସେମାନଙ୍କ ଅକୁଣ୍ିତ ସାହାଯ୍ୟ ଓ ସହଯୋଗରେ ପରିଚାଳନାଗତ ଦକ୍ଷତାର 
ପରାକାଷ୍ଠା ପ୍ରଦର୍ଶନ କରିଥିଲେ । ପରିଶେଷରେ ସର୍ବୋପରି ଏତିକି କହିଲେ ଯଥେଷ୍ଟ ହେବ 
ଯେ ସେ ବିଶ୍ବବିଦ୍ୟାଳୟରେ ସର୍ବଦା ଉପସ୍ଥିତ ରହି ପ୍ରତ୍ୟେକ କ୍ଷେତ୍ରରେ ଶୁଙ୍ଖଳା ଓ ସ୍ବଚ୍ଛତା 
ରକ୍ଷାପାଇଁ ଏବଂ ବିଶ୍ବବିଦ୍ୟାଳୟର ସାମଗ୍ରିକ ଉନ୍ନତି କଳେ ସେ ସରକାର ତଥ ବିଶ୍ଵବିଦ୍ୟାଳୟ 
ଅନୁଦାନ ଆୟୋଗସହ ସୁସଂପର୍କ ରକ୍ଷା କରୁଥିଲେ | ତାଙ୍କର ଏହି ଉଲ୍ଲେଖନୀୟ ଅବଦାନ 
ଅନସ୍ବୀକା୍ଯ୍ୟ । ତାଙ୍କ ଦକ୍ଷତାର ନିଦର୍ଶନ ସ୍ଵରୂପ ¬ ଶିକ୍ଷକଙ୍କ ବେତନ ନିର୍ଧାରଣ ପାଇଁ 
ବିଶ୍ଵବିଦ୍ୟାଳୟ ଅନୁଦାନ ଆୟୋଗ ଯେଉଁ କମିଶନ ଗଠନ କରିଥୁଲେ ସେଥୁରେ ପ୍ରଫେସର 
ଦାସ ଜଣେ ସକ୍ରିୟ ସଭ୍ୟ ହିସାବରେ ସ୍ଥାନୀତ ହୋଇ ନିଜର କରଉଁବ୍ୟ ପରାକାଷ୍ଟା ପ୍ରଦର୍ଶନ 
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କରିପାରିଥିଲେ ! ବିଶ୍ବବିଦ୍ୟାଳୟ ପକ୍ଷରେ ଏହା ଏକ ଗୌରବର ବିଷୟ ଥୁଲା ! 

ପରିଶେଷରେ ପ୍ରଫେସର ଦାସଙ୍କ ଦରଦୀ ହୃଦୟରେ ସାମାଜିକ ତଥା ସାଂସ୍କୃତିକ 
ଅନୁଷ୍ଠାନ ପାଇଁ ଯେଉଁ ଉତ୍ସାହ ଓ ଆବେଗ ଥଲା ତାହା ପଦେ ପ୍ରକାଶ ନକଲେ ଅପୂର୍ଣ୍ଣତା 
ଅନୁଭବ ହେବ | ଭଂଜବିହାର ପରିସର ବ୍ରହ୍ମପୁର ସହରଠାରୁ ୧୩ କିଲୋମିଟର ଦୂରରେ ! 
ଛାତ୍ରାବାସରେ ଛାତ୍ରଛାତ୍ରୀ ଓ ଅଫିସ୍‌ ବାସଗ୍ଧହ ଗୁଡ଼ିକରେ ଶିକ୍ଷକ ତଥା କର୍ମଚାରୀ ରହନ୍ତି । 
ଦିନସାରା ଅଫିସର ଚଳ ଚଞ୍ଚଳ କର୍ମଜଞ୍ଜାଳ ପରେ ବିଶ୍ଵବିଦ୍ୟାଳୟ ପରିସର ସଂଧ୍ୟାରେ 
ନିସ୍ତବ୍ଧ ବୋଧ ହେବା ସ୍ଵାଭାବିକ | ପୁଣି ଛୁଟି ଦିନ ମାନଙ୍କରେ ବିଶ୍ଵବିଦ୍ୟାଳୟ ପରିସର 
ଅତି ଖାଁ ଖୀ ଲାଗେ । ଏହା ଅଙ୍ଗେ ନିଭେଇବା ଅନୁଭୂତି । ଏଣୁ ପ୍ରଫେସର ଦାସ ଏସବୁକୁ 
ଦେଖ କିଛି ନାଚ ଗୀତ ଆଦି ସଂସ୍କୃତିକ କାଯ୍ୟକରମ ଆୟୋଜନ କରିବା ପାଇଁ ପ୍ରୋସ୍ାହନ 
ପ୍ରଦାନ କରିଥିଲେ । ଏପରିକି, ଛୋଟ ଛୋଟ ବାଳକ ବାଳିକାମାନଙ୍କ ମନରେ ପ୍ରତିଯୋଗିତା 
ମୁଳକ ମନୋଭାବ ଭଦ୍ରେକ କରିବା ପାଇଁ ବିଭିନ୍ନ ଅନୁଷ୍ଠାନର ଆୟୋଜନ କରୁଥିଲେ । 
କେବଳ ସେତିକି ନୁହେଁ ଭଂକବିହାର ପରିସରରେ ଶ୍ରୀମତୀ ଦାସଙ୍କ ପ୍ରୋସ୍ସାହନରେ ଗୋଟିଏ 
କୃବ ଗଠନ କରିଥଲେ ! ଏହା ଦ୍ଵାରା ପରିବେଶ ସୁରକ୍ଷା ଓ ସ୍ଵାସ୍ଥ୍ୟ ସଚେତନତା ତଥା, 
ସବୂଜୀ କରଣଭାବ ଜାଗ୍ରତ ଉଦ୍ଦେଶ୍ୟରେ ଅଖ ପାଖ ଗାଁ ଗୁଡ଼ିକରେ କିଛି କିଛି ସାମାଜିକ 
ସେବା ମୂଳକ ଓ ସଂସ୍କାର ମୂଳକ କାୟ୍ୟକ୍ରମ ରୂପାୟନ କରିପାରିଥିଲେ ! ବିଭିନ୍ନ ଦିଗରୁ 
ସାହାଯ୍ୟ ଓ ସହାନୁଭୂତି ପାଇ ସେମାନେ ଗୋପାଳପୁରସ୍ଥିତ ଜରାନିବାସର ଅନ୍ତେବାସୀଙ୍କ 
ପର୍ବଦିନ ମାନଙ୍କରେ କିଛି କିଛି ମିଠେଇ, ଫଳ ଆଦି ବିତରଣ କରି ତାଙ୍କର ସୁଖଦୂଃଖରେ 
ସହଭାଗୀ ହେଉଥିଲେ | ଜରାନିବାସର ଅନ୍ତେବାସୀଙ୍କୁ ଲୁଗା, କମ୍ବଳ ଆଦି ଯୋଗାଇ ଦେଇ 
ସେମାନଙ୍କ ପ୍ରିୟଭାଜନ ହୋଇ ପାରିଥୂଲେ । ଏହାଥୁଲା ତାଙ୍କର ସାମାଜିକ ଓ ସଂସ୍କୃତିକ 
ଚେତନା ଜାଗ୍ରତ କରିବା କାଯ୍ୟକ୍ରମ ଏବଂ ଏସବୁର ପ୍ରାଣକେନ୍ଦ୍ର ଥଲେ ପ୍ରଫେସର ଦାସ । 
ଏପରି ଭାବରେ ସେ ଭଂଜବିହାର ପରିସରର ଜୀବନ ଯାତ୍ରାକୁ ପ୍ରାଣବନ୍ତ କରିପାରିଥିଲେ 
କହିବା ଅତ୍ୟୁକ୍ତି ହେବନାହିଁ । 


ସ୍ମୃତିର ସ୍କପତି 


ଜ୍ୟୋତସ୍ପାରାଣୀ ଦାଶଂ 


ଅତୀତର ସତି ଭେଦି 
ମନେପଡ଼େ ଦୁଇ ଦଶନ୍ଧି ପୂର୍ବ 
ସେଇ ନୂଆଁ ସକାଳର ସୂର୍ଯ୍ୟ 
ପ୍ରତିନାଦିତ ପ୍ରତିବିମ୍ବିତ 
ମେ ମାସ ପ୍ରଥମ ତାରିଖ 
କ୍ୟାଲେଶଣ୍ଡରରେ ବୃତ୍ତଟିଏ ଟାଣି 
ଜୀବନର ପ୍ରଥମ ଚାକିରୀ 
ଭୟମିଶା ଉତ୍ସୁକତା 
ଆବୋରି ବସିଥିଲା 


ମୋର ଆପାଦ ମସ୍ତକ ॥ 


ଚିନ୍ତା ଆଉ ଚେତନାର ପ୍ରତିଟି ପୃଷ୍ଠାରେ 
ଶୈଶବରୁ ଲେଖାଥିଲା 
ଆଶା ଆଉ ଆକାଂକ୍ଷାର 
ଭାରୀ ଭାରୀ ଶଦ୍ଦ 
ଆଗେଇବି ଧାଇଁ ଯିବି 
ଝୁଣ୍ଟି ପୁଣି ଉଠୁଥିବି 
ମୁଠା ମୁଠା ସ୍ଵପ୍ନ ନେଇ 
ଅସମ୍ଭବ ଶବ୍ଦଟିକୁ 
ନିର୍ବାସିତ କରିଦେବି ॥ 


୧ ଡ଼ଃ. ( ଛାମତୀ) ଜ୍ୟୋଖ୍ମାରାଣୀ ଦାଶ, ରାଜ୍ୟ ପ୍ରଦୂଷଣ ନିୟନ୍ତଣ ବୋର୍ଡ଼, ଭୁବନେଶ୍ବର 
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ଚାକିରିର ପହିଲି ପର୍ବରେ 
ଭେଟିଥୁଲି ପୂଜ୍ୟ ଅଧ୍ୟକ୍ଷଙ୍କୁ 
ରାଜ୍ୟ ପ୍ରଦୂଷଣ ନିୟନ୍ତ୍ରଣ ବୋର୍ଡ଼ କାର୍ଯ୍ୟାଳୟ ପ୍ରକୋଷ୍ଠରେ 
ପାଇଥିଲି ଅଖଣ୍ଡ ଆଶ୍ଵାସ 
ରାଶି ରାଶି ଆର୍ଶିବାଦ ଢ଼ାଳି 
କର୍ମମୟ ପାହାଚରେ ଚଢ଼ିବାକୁ 
ଦେଇଥିଲେ ଅସୀମ ସାହାସ ॥ 


ତାଙ୍କଠାରୁ ସେଇଦିନ ଶୁଣିଥିଲି 

ଆଗକୁ ଆଗେଇବାର ମହାମନ୍ତ୍ର 
ଯାଥାର୍ଥକ କଥା କେଇ ପଦ 

“ ସୁନ୍ଦର ଭାଷାହିଁ ଆୟୁଷ ଅନନ୍ତ 

ସଜନୀ ଶନ୍ତି ହିଁ ଦିଗନ୍ତ ବିସ୍ତୃତ 

ସ୍ପଷ୍ଠିକରେ ସମ୍ଭାବନାର ପୂଥୂବୀ 
ଆମ୍ରାରୁ ଅନ୍ତରୀକ୍ଷ ଯାଏଁ 
ଭରିଯାଏ ପ୍ରାପ୍ତିର ଆନନ୍ଦ 

ଏବଂ ଅପ୍ରାପ୍ତିର ଦୀର୍ଘ ପୂର୍ଣ୍ଣଛେଦ” 


ମୁଁ ତାଙ୍କୁ ଜାଣିଛି ଏତିକି 
ସିଏ ଜଣେ ଶିକ୍ଷାବିତ୍‌ 
କର୍ମଯୋଗୀ ମହୀମ୍ପ ସାଧକ 
ନବ ଉନ୍େଷଶାଳିନୀ ପ୍ରାଞ୍ଞ 
ସ୍ବପ୍ନ ଦ୍ରଷ୍ଟା ଅମ୍ଳାନ ବ୍ଯକ୍ତିତ୍ଵ 
ପ୍ରଗାଢ଼ ଆମ୍ବ ବିଶ୍ଵାସ 
ଆଉ ଦୂର ଗିରି ଶିଖରକୁ 
ନିମିଷେ ଲଂଘିଯିବାର 
ଅଦମ୍ୟ ପ୍ରୟାସ ॥ 
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ସ୍ପଜିବାରେ ଅନୁରୁପ ସ୍କରଣୀୟ 
ଆଦରଣୀୟ, ମହନୀୟ 
ଆମ୍ପୀୟତାରେ ଅନୁବଦ୍ଧ 
ସଦା ବନ୍ଦନୀୟ ॥ 
ତାଙ୍କ ସ୍ଵପ୍ନ କ୍ଷୁଦ୍ର ଚାରା 
ସବୂଜ ପତ୍ରରେ ଭରା 
ପାଲଟି ଯାଇଛି ମହାଦ୍ରମ 
ତା ଶୀତଳ ଛାଇ ତଳେ 
କେତେ ଶିଳ୍ଛଦ୍ୟୋଗ ଚଳେ 
ନିୟନ୍ତିତ ହୁଏ ପ୍ରଦୂଷଣ ॥ 


ଅତିକ୍ରାନ୍ତ ସମୟର ଛବିଳ ପୂଷ୍ଠାରେ 
ଦିଶେ ତାଙ୍କ ଜିଗୀଷାର ଛବି 
ତାଙ୍କ ସପଷ୍ଟି ସଉଧରେ 
ଆଶାର ମଶାଲ ଜଳେ 
ବିସ୍‌ତ-ରହିତ ସିଏ ପୂଜ୍ୟ ଚିରଂଜୀବୀ ॥! 


ସାର୍ଥକ ମଣିଷ ସିଏ 
ସମର୍ଯ୍ୟାଦ ପରିବେଶ ପ୍ରେମୀ 
ଆପଣାର ମାଟି ପାଣି 
ବଣ ପରବତ 
କାମ୍ୟ ତାଙ୍କ ବନାନୀର ସବୂଜୀମା 
ସ୍ଵଛ ଜଳ, ଶୁଦ୍ଧ ବାୟୁ 
ସୁସ୍ଥ ପରିବେଶ ॥ 


Section - III 
PHOTOGRAPHS 


Prof. R.C. Das with wife Manasi 


Conferment of Ph.D. degree by Utkal University 


With daughter-in-law Indira 


With daughter and grand daughter in Zurich 


Zurich University, Switzerland 


Prof. Das with son Sanjay and daughter Sangeeta 


Visit to Tokyo Electronic Power Station 
for assesment of advanced pollution control measures 


Participating in a lecturer session in Kimitsu Plant 
L to R : Prof. R.C. Das, Mr. Sanjoy Das, 
Miss Lidy Das, Mrs. Manasi Das, Mrs. Akiko Suzuki 


During the course of stay in Chiba Prefecture 
L to R : Asst. Prof. Royzou Nakagawa, Two staffs of 
Chiba Prefecture, Mr. Sanjoy Das, Prof. R.C. Das, 
Mrs. Manasi Das, Mrs. Akiko Suzuki, Miss. Lidi Das 


Welcoming Party for Prof. Das with staffs in Japanese Restaurant 
L to R : Mrs. Aiko Suzuki, Mrs. Keiko Mantsumoto, Prof. Kazuo Matsumoto, 
Prof. Das, Prof. Shin Suzuki, Mr. Nobutoshi Horiuchi 


Prof. R.C. Das in Norway 


With Prof. Shin Suzuki, Staff of Chiba Prefecture, 
at Tokyo Electronic Power Station 


Prof. Das's family with Asst. Prof. Ryouzou Nakagawa and 
Mrs. Akiko Suzuki in the beach of Tokyo Bay 
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Prof. Das with Faculties of Department of Chemistry, 
Kyushu University at Hakata 


's home 


A year end Party at Prof. Suzukis 


With Dr. S. Stoyanow, 


Prof. Kazuyuki Sugita, 


in the year end party 


Studying Japanese classical culture 
in historical Shrine and Temple at Kyoto 


Tea Ceremony in Japan 


Colleagues at Kyoto 
L to R : Dr. Osami Koga, Mr. Shirou Shigemitsu, 
Prof. Das, Prof. Shin Suzuki 
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With colleagues at Kyoto 


With Dr. Sitakanta Mohapatra in Scotland 


Participating in Cricket Match during his Chairmanship 
in Orissa Pollution Control Board 


A farewell party for Prof. Das and his family at the 
Shouin Kaikan of Chiba University on Sept. 12, 1978 


Prof. R.C. Das with son-in-law Sasank 


With daughter Sangeeta and grand-daughter Priya 


Grand-daughter Sarina 


With Prof. G.K. Das and a foreign delegate 


Section - IV 
SOME ARTICLES AND 
SPEECHES OF PROF. R.C. DAS 


ସ୍ମୃତିରେ ସ୍ମୃତିରେ ଆମ ପିଲାଦିନ 
ରେବତୀ ଚରଣ ଦାସଂ 


ଜଣେ ଲୋକ ବାରବାଂର ନିଜ ଶୈଶ୍ରବର ସ୍ମୃତି ନିକଟକୁ ଫେରିଯାଉଥବ, ଖୁବ୍‌ 
ଆଗ୍ରହ ଓ ଉତ୍ସାହ ନେଇ, ଯଦି ତାହା ସୁଖମୟ ହୋଇଥୁବ । ଦାରୁଣ ହୋଇଥିଲେ ହାତ 
ପାପୁଲିରେ ଘୋଡ଼ାଇ ଦେବା ପାଇଁ ଚାହୁଁଥିବ ସେ, ଅଖି, ମୁହଁ ଢାଙ୍କି ଦେବା ଭଳି ! ସୁଖର 
କାରଣ ମୁଖ୍ଯତଃ ତିନୋଟି । ଯଥା - ପେଟପୁରା ଖାଇବା ପାଇଁ ମିଳୁଥୁବ, କୌଣସି 
ଦୂରାରୋଗ୍ୟ ରୋଗ ଭୋଗିବା ପାଇଁ ପଡ଼ିନଥ୍‌ବ ଏବଂ ଆତ୍ସୀୟମାନଙ୍କ ଠାରୁ ଯତ୍ନ ଓ ଶ୍ରଦ୍ଧା 
ଖୁବ୍‌ ମିଳିଥିବ । ମୋ ପିଲାଦିନ ସମୟରେ ଆତ୍ସୀୟର ସଂଜ୍ଞା ବ୍ୟାପକ ଥଲା । ଯେପରିକି, 
ବାପାଙ୍କର ଦୂର ଓ ବୈବାହିକ ସଂପକୀୟ ଭାଇ ଆମର ନିଜ ବଡ଼ବାପା ଭଳି ଥଲେ । 
କଟକରେ ରହି ପାଠ ପଢୁଥିବା ମୋର ଉପର ଦୁଇଭାଇ ତାଙ୍କ ଘରେ ରହୁଥିଲେ । 
କଟକରେ ଥବା ଆମ ଘରକୁ “ କଟକବସା” କହୁଥିଲୁ ଏବଂ ବଡ଼ବାପାଙ୍କ ଘରକୁ 
“ ଆରବସା” ¦ ବଡ଼ବାପା, ବଡ଼ମା ଓ ତାଙ୍କର ପିଲାମାନଙ୍କ ସହିତ ଆମର ଅତ୍ୟନ୍ତ ନିବିଡ଼ 
ସଂପର୍କ ଥିଲା | ମଧ୍ୟ ଅତୀତର ବିଶିଷ୍ଟ ଲେଖକ ସ୍ଵର୍ଗତ ଅନନ୍ତ ପଣ୍ଡାଙ୍କ ପରିବାର ସହିତ । 
ତାଙ୍କୁ ଆମେ କଟିବାପା ଡ଼ାକୁଥଲୁ ଓ ତାଙ୍କର ଅତ୍ଯନ୍ତ ସ୍ବେହୀ, ସରଳ, ମେଳାପୀ ପତ୍ନୀ 
ଥିଲେ ଆମର “ କଟିମା” ! 

ମୋର ଜନ୍ମ କେନ୍ଦ୍ରପଡ଼ା ସହରରେ, ୧୯୩୬ ମସିହା ୮ ତାରିଖ, ଏପ୍ରିଲ ମାସରେ । 
ବାପା ସେତେବେଳେ କେନ୍ଦ୍ରାପଡ଼ାର ମୁନସଫ୍‌ । ତେଣୁ ବଳଭଦ୍ରଜୀଉଙ୍କ ( କେନ୍ଦ୍ରାପଡ଼ାର 
ଇଷ୍ଟଦେବ) ନାମ ଅନୁସାରେ ମୋର -ନାମ “ରେବତୀ ଚରଣ” ଓ ଡ଼ାକ ନାମ “ ବଦି” 
ରଖାଯାଇଥୂଲା । ଝିଅ ପିଲାର ନାଆଁ ବୋଲି ସାଙ୍ଗମାନେ ଚିଡ଼ାଇଲେ ମୁଁ କହୁଥିଲି ରେବତୀ 
ଯାହା ଚରଣରେ ଦାସ, ଅର୍ଥାତ ବଳଭଦ୍ର । ମୋର ଜନ୍ମ ପରିବାର ପାଇଁ ଆନନ୍ଦମୁଖର 
ନଥୁଲା | ତିନିପୁଅ ପରେ ବାପା - ବୋଉ ଝିଅଟିଏ ଚାହୁଁଥିଲେ । ମୋର ପରେ ଭଉଣୀର 
ଜନ୍ମ। ମୋ ଉପର ଭାଇ ଖୁବ୍‌ ଦୂଷ୍ଠ ଥିଲେ ଓ ଭଉଣୀ ଜିଦିଆ । ବୋଉ ଉପରେ ସେ ଦୁହେଁ 
ନିଜର ଅଧ୍ବକାର ଅଧିକ ଜାହିର କରୁଥିଲେ ବୋଲି ମୁଁ ବୋଉ ଠାରୁ କ୍ଷୀର ପିଇବାରୁ ବଂଚିତ 


ହୋଇଥିଲି ବୋଲି ଶୁଣିଛି । କିନ୍ତୁ ମୋର ଖୈଶବର ସ୍ୃତିର ଆରମ୍ଭ ଦକ୍ଷିଣ ଓଡ଼ିଶାରୁ । 
ଏଠାରେ ତାହାର ଉପସ୍ଥାପନା କରୁଛି, ଦକ୍ଷିଣ ଓଡ଼ିଶାରେ ମୋର ରହଣୀର ଶେଷ ପଯ୍ଯିୟରୁ 

ଦଶଂବାର ବର୍ଷ ବୟସର ହେବା ପରଠାରୁ ଦକ୍ଷିଣ ଓଡ଼ିଶା ବା ବ୍ରହ୍ମପୁର ସହିତ 
ମୋର ଆଉ କିଛି ସଂପର୍କ ନଥିଲା ! ଚାକିରିର ଆରମ୍ଭରେ ରେଭେନ୍‌ସା କଲେଜରେ 
ଅଧ୍ୟାପନା କରୁଥିବା ସମୟରେ ପରୀକ୍ଷକ ହିସାବରେ, ରାଜ୍ୟ ପ୍ରଦୂଷଣ ନିୟନ୍ଣ ବୋର୍ଡ଼ର 
ଅଧ୍ୟକ୍ଷ ଥବା ସମୟରେ ଟୁର୍‌, ମିଟିଂ ଆଦିରେ ଏବଂ ପରିବାର ସହ ବରକୂଳ, ତପ୍ତପାଣି 
ଆଦି ପରିଭ୍ରମଣରେ ଆସିଥଲି ଯାହା । 

୧୯ ୯ ୨ ସମିହା ଅଗଷ୍ଟ ମାସର ୧୩ ତାରଖ ଦିନ ଚାନସଲରଙ୍କ ଅଫିସ୍‌ରୁ ଆକସ୍ତିକ 
ଟେଲିଫୋନ୍‌ ଏବଂ ପରେ ନିଯୁକ୍ତି ପତ୍ର ବ୍ରହ୍ମପୁର ବିଶ୍ଵବିଦ୍ୟାଳୟରେ କୁଳପତି ପଦରେ 
ତତ୍କ୍ଷଣାତ୍‌ ଯୋଗଦେବା ପାଇଁ ପଡ଼ିବ । ଭାବିବା ପାଇଁ ସମୟ ମଧ୍ଧ ନାହିଁ 

ସମ୍ବାଦଟି ଆନନ୍ଦଦାୟକ ଥିଲା ନିଶ୍ଚୟ କିନ୍ତୁ ତା ସହିତ ବିଭିନ୍ନ ଆଶଂକା ଓ ତତ୍ଜନିତ 
ଦୁଶ୍ଚିନ୍ତା ଯୋଗୁଁ ଆନନ୍ଦ ଆଉ ଆନନ୍ଦ ହୋଇ ରହିଲା ନାହିଁ । ବ୍ରହ୍ମପୁର ବିଶ୍ଵବିଦ୍ୟାଳୟ 
ବିଷୟରେ ପୂର୍ବରୁ ବିଭିନ୍ନ ଲୋମହର୍ଷଣ କାହାଣୀମାନ ଶୁଣିଥଲି, ଯାହାକୁ ଇଂରାଜୀରେ 
Horror Stories ବୋଲି କହିଲେ ଚଳିବ । ଯଥା - ଟଙ୍କା ପଇସାର ଦୁନୀତି, 
ପ୍ରିୟାପ୍ରୀତିତୋଷଣ ସହିତ କ୍ୟାମ୍ପସ ମଧ୍ଯରେ ଛୁରି ଧରି ବୁଲୁଥିବା ଛାତ୍ର, ଅଣଛାତ୍ର, କୁଳପତିଙ୍କ 
ଗାଡ଼ି ପୋଡ଼ା, ଅଫିସ ଭଂଗୀ ଇତ୍ୟାଦି । ବିଶ୍ଵବିଦାଳୟରେ ମୁଝିମେୟ କେତେଜଣ ଅଧ୍ୟାପକଙ୍କ 
ବ୍ୟତୀତ ଅନ୍ୟ କାହା ସହିତ ବ୍ୟକ୍ତିଗତ ପରିଚୟ ମଧ୍ୟ ନଥୁଲା । ରିଟାୟାରମେଣ୍ଟ ନେବା 
ପାଇଁ ଆହୁରି ପ୍ରାୟ ପାଂଚବର୍ଷ ବାକି ଅଛି । ଥଇଥାନ ହେବା ଭଳି ନିଜର ଖଣ୍ଡିଏ ଘର 
ନାହିଁ । ବିଶ୍ବବିଦ୍ୟାଳୟର ସୁନାମ ଏପରି ଯେ, ମୋର ପୂର୍ବବର୍ରୀ କୋଡ଼ିଏ ଜଣ କୁଳପତି 
କେହି ସେମାନଙ୍କର ତିନିବର୍ଷ ଅବଧି ପୂର୍ଵକରି ପାରି ନାହାନ୍ତି, ଦିତୀୟ କୁଳପତିଙ୍କ ବ୍ୟତୀତ | 

ଏହିଭଳି ଦ୍ଵିଧାଗ୍ରସ୍ତ ସମୟରେ କେତେଜଣ ବଂଧୁ ଓ ଆତ୍ସୀୟ ଉପଦେଶ ଦେଲେ - 
ଯାଆ, ଛ”ମାସ ଅନ୍ତତଃ ରହିଯା । ସେହି ଛ”ମାସର ରହଣୀ ସୀମାକୁ ଲକ୍ଷ୍ୟ ରଖି ମୁଁ 
ଅବଶେଷରେ ବିଶ୍ବବିଦ୍ୟାଳୟରେ ଯୋଗଦେବାର ସିଦ୍ଧାନ୍ତ ନେଲି ! ଏବଂ ସେହିଭଳି ଆଶଂକା 
ଓ ସଂଶୟଗ୍ରସ୍ତ ଅବସ୍ଥାରେ ତତ୍କାଳୀନ କୁଳାଧିପତି ମାନ୍ୟବର ଯଞ୍ଚଦତ୍ତଶର୍ମାଙ୍କ ସୌଜନ୍ୟ 
ସାକ୍ଷାତ ! ତାଙ୍କର ଆଶ୍ଵାସନା ବାଣୀ, ଶୁଦ୍ଧ ହିନ୍ଦି ଭାଷାରେ ପିତୃତୁଲ୍ଯ ଉପଦେଶ ଓ 
ପ୍ରଶାସନିକ ଜଟିଳ ପରିସ୍ଥିତିରେ ସବୂପ୍ରକାର ଅକୁଣ୍ଠ ସାହଯ୍ୟ ଦେବାର ପ୍ରତିଶୃତି ମୋର ମନ 
ଭିତରକୁ କେବଳ ହାଲୁକା କରିଦେଲା ନାହିଁ, ବରଂ ମନ ଭିତରରେ ଯଥେଷ୍ଟ ଆତ୍ଲବିଶ୍ବାସ 
ଓ ପ୍ରେରଣା ଆଣିଦେଲା ! ତାଙ୍କ କାଯ୍ୟକାଳ ସମୟରେ କୂଳାଧିପତିଙ୍କ ଅଫିସ୍‌ରୁ ସବୁ 
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ପ୍ରକାରର ସାହାଯ୍ୟ ଓ ସହଯୋଗ ମିଳୁଥଲା । ପ୍ରତିମାସରେ ଅନ୍ତତଃ ଥରେ ଲେଖାଏଁ 
ଓଡ଼ିଶାର ପାଞ୍ଚୋଟି ବିଶ୍ବବିଦ୍ୟାଳୟର କୁଳପତିମାନଙ୍କୁ ଡ଼ାକି ସେ ଶିକ୍ଷା, ପ୍ରଶାସନ ବିଷୟରେ 
ଆଲୋଚନା କରୁଥିଲେ | ଦୂ୍ଭାଗ୍ୟବଶତଃ ଅତି ଶାଘ୍ର ତାଙ୍କ କାର୍ଯକାଳ ପୂର୍ଣ ହୋଇଗଲା । 
ଓଡ଼ିଶାର ପରବର୍ତୀ ଗଭର୍ଣ୍ଣର ତଥା କୁଳାଧିପତି ପ୍ରଫେସର ନୂରୁଲ ହାସାନ ଶିକ୍ଷା ଓ ସଂସ୍କୃତି 
କ୍ଷେତ୍ରରେ ଏକ ଅନବଦ୍ୟ ବ୍ୟକ୍ତିତ୍ଵ । ସେ ମଧ୍ୟ ଓଡ଼ିଶାରେ ବେଶିଦିନ ରହିଲେ ନାହି । 
ଏହାପରେ କୁଳାଧିପତିଙ୍କ କାଯ୍ୟାଳୟ ଏବଂ ବିଶ୍ବବିଦ୍ୟାଳୟ ମଧ୍ଯରେ ଥିବା ପୂର୍ବର ସଂପର୍କ 
ଓ ସମନ୍ଟୟ ରହିଲା ନାହିଁ । ସମୟ ଭିନ୍ନ ମୋଡ଼ ନେଲା । 

ମୋର ପିଲାଦିନର ସ୍ମୃତି ସହିତ ବ୍ରହ୍ମପୁର ଓତଃପ୍ରୋତ ଭାବରେ ଜଡ଼ିତ | ୧୯୪୨ 
ମସିହାରେ ବାପାଙ୍କର ସବଜଜ୍‌ ହୋଇ ବ୍ରହ୍ମପୁର ବଦଳି ହେଲା । ସରକାରୀ କ୍ଲାଟର୍ସ 
ନଥିଲା | ତେଣୁ ଭଡ଼ା ଘରେ ରହିଲୁ, ହିଲ୍ପାଟଣାରେ | ଶିକ୍ଷା ବିଭାଗର କର୍ମକର୍ଭା ହରିହର 
ମିଶ୍ର (ବୋଧହୁଏ ଡ଼େପୁଟି ଡ଼ି.ପି.ଆଇ ଥଲେ) ଏବଂ ଓକିଲ ରାମକୃଷ୍ଣ ରଥ ଆମର ପଡ଼ିଶା 
ଥିଲେ ¦! ଆମ ଘରେ ଝିଙ୍କର ଛାତ ଥିଲା | ସେଠାରେ ବହୁତ ବିଛା ରହୁଥିଲେ, ମଝିରେ 
ମଝିରେ ଚିତିସାପ ମଧ୍ୟ । ବିଶ୍ବବିଦ୍ୟାଳୟର କୁଳପତି ହୋଇ ଆସିବା ପରେ ସେହି 
ଘରଟିକୁ ଖୋଜି ବାହାର କରିବା ପାଇଁ ମୋତେ କିଛିଦିନ ଲାଗିଯାଇଥିଲା। ସେ ସମୟରେ 
ଥିବା ପ୍ରଚୂର ଖୋଲାଯାଗା ଆଉ ନ ଥିଲା ! ଯେଉଁଠାରେ ହରିହର ମିଶ୍ରଙ୍କର ଏଗାରଜଣ 
ପିଲା ଓ ରାମକୃଷ୍ଣ ରଥଙ୍କ ପିଲାମାନଙ୍କ ସହିତ ମନଇଛା ଖେଳିପାରୁଥିଲୁ ¦ ଅଂଚଳର ନକ୍ଟା 
ମଧ୍ୟ ବଦଳି ଯାଇଛି । ତଥାପି ଘରଟିକୁ ଠାବକରି ପାରିଲି । ତାହା ବର୍ଭମାନ ସ୍ତୁଲ୍‌ ସର୍କଲ 
ଇନ୍‌ସ୍‌ପେକ୍ଟରଙ୍କ ଅଫିସ୍‌ ହୋଇଛି । ସେଦିନ ସ୍ୃତିର ଆବେଗ ସଂଭାଳି ନପାରି ଅଫିସ୍‌ 
ଚାରପଟେ ଓ ଭିତରେ ପଶି ଚାରିଆଡ଼େ ବୁଲି ଆସିଲି । ହୁଏତ ଘରଟି କିଛି ମୁହୂର୍ଉ ପାଇଁ 
ମୋ ହାତରେ ମୋର ଶୈଶବକୁ ଧରାଇ ଦେଇଥିଲା । କିଛି ସମୟ ପାଇଁ ଅଟକି ଯାଇ ମୁଁ 
ସେହିସବୂ ଅତୀତକୁ ଦୋହରାଇଥିଲି । ଖେଳିବା ପାଇଁ ଖୋଲା ଯାଗାର ଅଭାବ ନଥୁଲା । 
ମୁକ୍ତ ବାତାବରଣ । ଯାନବାହାନର ଅବରୁଦ୍ଧ ଭିଡ଼ ନଥିଲା । ଆଜିର କିଶୋରମାନେ 
ଯେପରି ରୁଦ୍ଧ ପରିବେଶରେ ଓ ପରିସରରେ ବଢୁଛନ୍ତି, ଦେଖିଲେ ଦୂଃଖ ଲାଗେ । 

ସେତେବେଳେ ମୋର ବୟସ ଛଂ-ସାତ । ବିଶେଷ କିଛି ମନେ ନାହିଁ । ସେହି 
ସମୟରେ ଗୋଟିଏ ବଡ଼ ବାତ୍ୟା ହୋଇ ଆମ ଘରର କିଛି ଅଂଶ ଭାଙ୍ଗଯାଇଥିଲା | ଏହା 
ସହିତ ଛୋଟ ଘଟଣାଟିଏ ମନେ ପଡୁଛି ! ଆମଘର ପଛରେ ଡ଼ାକ୍ତର ଫିରୋଜ ଅଲିଙ୍କ 
ଘର | ତାଙ୍କ ଦାଣ୍ଡରେ ଥରେ ଯାତ୍ରା ହୋଇଥଲା ! ଦର୍ଶକମାନଙ୍କୁ ସର୍ବତ ବଣ୍ଟା ଯାଇଥୁଲା 
- ଭାଙ୍ଗ ସର୍ବତ । ଯୁବକ ସାନମାର୍ମୁଙ୍କ କୋଳରେ ବସି ଯାତ୍ରା ଦେଖୁଥିଲି । ସେ ମୋତେ 


ଅଜାଣତରେ କିଛି ସର୍ବତ ପିଆଇ ଦେଇଥୁଲେ | ତା'ପରେ ସେ କେତେ ଗାଳି ଶୁଣିଥିଲେ 
ଅନୁମେୟ ! ବାପା - ବୋଉ ସାରାରାତି ମୋତେ ଜଗି ବସିଥିଲେ । ସେତେବେଳେ 
ବିଶ୍ବଯୁଦ୍ଧର ସମୟ | ରାଜରାସ୍ତାରେ ବହୁତ ମିଲିଟାରି ଗାଡ଼ି ଯାଏ ! ଆମେ ପିଲାମାନେ ହାତ 
ହଲାଇ ଅଭିବାଦନ କଲେ ଆମେରିକାନ୍‌ ସୈନ୍ୟମାନେ ଗାଡ଼ି ମଧ୍ଯରୁ ଆମ ପାଇଁ ବିସ୍କଟ, 
ଚକୋଲେଟର ପ୍ୟାକେଟ୍‌ ପକାଉଥିଲେ । 

ଯୁଦ୍ଧକ୍ଷେତ୍ର ପାଇଁ ଆମ ଅଂଚଳମାନଙ୍କରୁ ଚାଉଳ ବୂହାହୋଇ ଯାଉଥଲା ବୋଲି ସେ 
ସମୟର ବଙ୍ଗ ଦୂର୍ଭିକ୍ଷ" ପଡ଼ିଥିଲା । ଏହା କୌଣସି ପ୍ରାକୃତିକ ବିପଯ୍ୟୟ ନୁହେଁ, ପ୍ରଶାସନର 
ଆନ୍ତରିକତାହୀନତା ଯୋଗୁ ଘଟିଥିଲା | ଖାଦ୍ୟାଭାବରୁ ବଂଗଳାରେ ବହୁତ ଲୋକ ମରିଥିଲେ | 
ଓଡ଼ିଶାରେ ମଧ୍ୟ ଏହାର ପ୍ରଭାବ ପଡ଼ିଥିଲା । ଆମଘରମାନଙ୍କୁ ବହୁତ ଭିକାରୀ ଆସୁଥିଲେ ! 
ସେମାନେ ରୁଟି ବଦଳରେ ଚାଉଳ ଭିକ୍ଷା ଚାହୁଁଥଲେ । ପେଜ ଦେଲେ ବଡ଼ ଆଗ୍ରହରେ ପିଇ 
ଯାଉଥିଲେ । ବାପା ଘରେ ସମସ୍ତଙ୍କ ପାଇଁ ସପ୍ତାହକୁ ଦୁଇ ବକ୍ତ ଖାଦ୍ୟ ବନ୍ଦର ନିୟମ ଲାଗୁ 
କରିଥିଲେ । 

ସେହି ସମୟରେ ଜାପାନୀ ଆକ୍ରମଣ ତୀବ୍ର ହୋଇ ଉଠିଥିଲା । ଜାପାନୀ ସୈନ୍ୟ ବର୍ମା 
ଓ ଆଣ୍ଡାମାନ ଦଖଲ କରି ଭାରତର ଦ୍ଵାର ଦେଶରେ ପହଞ୍ଚି ସାରିଥିଲେ । ସମୁଦ୍ର ପଥରୁ 
ଆକ୍ରମଣ ଆଶଂକାରେ ଭାରତର ଉପକୂଳବଭ୍ତୀ ଅଞ୍ଚଳମାନଙ୍କରେ କୋକୁଆ ଭୟ ଖେଳି 
ଯାଇଥିଲା । ଇଂରେଜ ସରକାର ସାମୟିକ ଭାବରେ କଟକରୁ ସମ୍ବଲପୁରକୁ ସେକ୍ରେଟେରିଏଟ୍‌ 
ଉଠାଇ ନେଇଥିଲେ । ମିଲିଟାରି ଟ୍ରେନଟିଏ ବ୍ରହୁପୁର ଜେଲଖାନା ନିକଟସ୍ଥ ଲାଇନରେ 
ଯାଉଥିବା ସମୟରେ ଜାପାନୀ ଉଡ଼ାଜାହାଜ ଟ୍ରେନ ଉପରକୁ ବୋମା ନିକ୍ଷେପ କରିଥିଲା | 
ବୋମା ଅବଶ୍ୟ ଲକ୍ଷ୍ୟଭ୍ରଷ୍ଟ ହେଲା, ତେବେ ସହରରେ ପ୍ରବଳ ଆତଙ୍କ ସୃଷ୍ଟି ହୋଇଥଲା ! 
ବାପା, ବୋଉ ସହିତ ଆମେ ଭାଇ, ଭଉଣୀଙ୍କୁ କିଛିଦିନ ଲାଗି ଗାଁକୁ ପଠାଇ ଦେଇଥିଲେ ! 

ବ୍ରହ୍ମପୁରରୁ ବାପାଙ୍କର କିଛିମାସ ପାଇଁ ମାତ୍ର ପୁରୀକୁ ବଦଳି ହେଲା | ସେଠାରୁ ଜିଲ୍ଲା 
ଜଜ୍‌ ହୋଇ ଜୟପୁରକୁ ବଦଳି । କ୍ଵାର୍ଟସ ହୋଇ ନଥାଏ । ସହରର ଶେଷ ମୁଣ୍ଡରେ 
ଗୋଟିଏ ଭଡ଼ାଘରେ ରହିଲୁ । ତିନି କୋଠରୀ ବିଶିଷ୍ଟ ଝିଙ୍କର ଛାତର ଘର । ସହରର 
ଉପକଣ୍ଠରେ । ବର୍ଭମାନ ତାହା ମଝି ଅଂଚଳ ରୂପେ ବିଦ୍ୟମାନ । ସେହି ସମୟରେ 
ଆମଘର ନିକଟରେ ଜୟପୁର ଜେଲ ତିଆରିର ଆରମ୍ଭ | 

କୋରାପୁଟ ପାହାଡ଼ରୁ ବାଘ ଓହ୍ଲାଏ ¦ କେବେକେବେ ଜୟପୁର ଯାଏ ଚାଲିଆସେ 
ଆମଘର ସାମ୍ପା ଦେଇଯାଏ ! ତେଣୁ ସଂଧ୍ୟା ଆସିବା କ୍ଷଣି ଆମେ ସାନ ପିଲାମାନଙ୍କୁ ଘରେ 
ପୁରାଯାଏ ! ବାପା ସଂଧ୍ୟାରେ କଲବକୁ ଯାଅନ୍ତି । ସଂଗରେ ଲଣ୍ଡଣ ଓ ଠେଙ୍ଗା ସହ ଦୂଇଜଣ 


ଅର୍ଡ଼ଲି ଯାଅନ୍ତି । ସେ ସମୟରେ ଜୟପୁରରେ ଖାଇବା ଜିନିଷ ବହୁତ ଶସ୍ତା ଥିଲା ! ହାଟ 
ପାଳିରେ କୁକୁଡ଼ା ଟଙ୍କାଏରେ ୬-୮ ଟା | 

ସେଠାରେ ସେ ସମୟରେ ପ୍ରବଳ ହଇଜା ହେଉଥଲା ! ପ୍ରତିଦିନ ବହୁତ ଲୋକ 
ମରୁଥିଲେ ! ଶବକୁ କୋକେଇରେ ନଶୁଆଇ ସେ ଅଚଂଳର ପ୍ରଥା ଅନୁସାରେ ବସେଇ ରଖି 
ଶ୍ଲଶାନକୂ ନିଆଯାଏ । ଶବର ମୁଣ୍ଡ ଏପଟ ସେପଟ ହୋଇ ହଲୁଥାଏ । ସେଥିପାଇଁ ରାତି 
ହେଲେ ଆମର ଭୟର ସୀମା ନଥାଏ | ବିଛଣାରେ ଶୋଇ ଆଖି ବନ୍ଦ କଲେ ସେହି ଦୃଶ୍ୟ 
ଆଖିରେ ଆସି ଉଭା ହୁଏ | ସତର୍କମୂଳକ ପଦକ୍ଷେପ ଭାବରେ ସ୍କୁଲକୁ ଆମ ପାଇଁ ଅର୍ଡ଼ଲି 
ହାତରେ ପିଇବା ପାଣି ପଠାଯାଏ । କିନ୍ତୁ ମୋ ଉପର ଭାଇଙ୍କ କଥା ମାନି ତାଙ୍କ ଭଳି ମୁଁ 
ମଧ୍ୟ ଘର ପାଣି ବଦଳରେ ସ୍କୁଲର ପାଣି ପିଉଥିଲି । ସାଙ୍ଗ ମେଳରେ ଲୁଚି ସେ ସିଗାରେଟ୍‌ 
ଟାଣୁଥିବାର ଦେଖିଦେଲି । ବାପାଙ୍କୁ କହିଦେବି ବୋଲି ଧମକାଇଲି । ସେ ଶ୍ରଦ୍ଧା ଦେଖାଇବା 
ଭଳି କହିଲେ, ଆ - ଥରେ ଟାଣିଦେ। ମୁଁ ବୁଝି ନପାରି କଳେ ଧୁଆଁ ପାଟିରେ ପୁରାଇଦେଲି । 
ଏହାପରେ ମୋତେ ଧମକାଇବାର ପାଳି ତାଙ୍କର ¬ ଯା, ବାପାଙ୍କୁ କହିବୁ । ତୁ ନିଜେ ତ 
ଟାଣିଛୁ । ତାଙ୍କ ଡ଼ାକ ନାଁଆ ˆ ବୁଲୁ” ଥିଲା ! ମୁଁ ଡ଼ାକିଲି ‘ ଛୁଆଭାଇ' | 

ଜୟପୁରରେ ମୋର ସଲ୍‌ ଯିବାର ଶୁଭାରମ୍ଭ । ଜୟପୁର ବୋର୍ଡ଼ ହାଇସ୍କୁଲରୁ ଷଷ୍ଠ 
ଶ୍ରେଣୀରେ ନାମ ଲେଖାଗଲା ।! ଆମଘରେ ଛୁଆଭାଇଙ୍କୁ ଖୁବ୍‌ ବୁଵିଆ, ଚାଲାଖ ବୋଲି 
ଧରାଯାଉଥୁଲା । ବାପା ତୁଳନା କରି କହୁଥିଲେ, ବଦି ବୁଲୁ ଭଳି ନୁହେଁ । ମୁଁ ଘରେ 
ଅନ୍ୟମାନଙ୍କ ଠାରୁ କିଛିଟା ଆଡ଼େଇ ହୋଇ ରହୁଥିଲି, କିଛି ଅନ୍ୟମନସ୍କପଣ ମଧ୍ୟ ଥିଲା | 
ତେଣୁ ନିର୍ବୃବଧିଆ ତଳେ ଗଣା ଯାଉଥିଲି ବୋଧହୁଏ | ସେ ବର୍ଷ ବୋର୍ଡ଼ ହାଇସ୍କୁଲ୍‌ରେ ଷଷ୍ଠ 
ଶ୍ରେଣୀରେ ମୁ ଫାଷ୍ଟ୍‌ ହେଲି | ରାତାରାତି ମୁଁ ଚାଲାକ୍‌ ଓ ପାଠୁଆ ପିଲା ପାଲଟି ଗଲି । 
ବିଶେଷତଃ ବାପାଙ୍କ ଆଖିରେ | ପାଠପଢା ଶେଷଯାଏ ମୁଁ ଏହି ମାନକୁ ବଜାୟ ରଖିଥୁଲି 
ଏବଂ ବାପାଙ୍କ ଆଖିରେ ମଧ୍ୟ ଏହି “ ପାଠୁଆ”? ପଣରୁ ଆଉ ବିଚ୍ୟୁତି ଘଟିଲା ନାହିଁ । 

ସ୍କୁଲ୍‌ର ଶିକ୍ଷକମାନଙ୍କ ମଧ୍ୟରେ ବ୍ରଜବଂଧୁ ମହାପାତ୍ର ମୋର ସବୁଠାରୁ ପ୍ରିୟ ଶିକ୍ଷକ 
ଓ ଆଦର୍ଶ ଥିଲେ । ତାଙ୍କର ପାଠପଢାର ପଦ୍ଧତି ମୋତେ ଖୁବ୍‌ ଭଲ ଲାଗୁଥିଲା ଓ ତାଙ୍କର 
ଛାତ୍ରବସୂଳତା । ପଡ଼ିଶାରେ ରହୁଥିଲେ ଶ୍ରୀଚରଣ ଦାସ । ଆମେ ତାଙ୍କୁ ଶ୍ରୀଚରଣ ଭାଇ 
ବୋଲି ଡ଼ାକୁଥିଲୁ । ସେ ମୋତେ ଅନେକ ଉପଦେଶ ଦେଉଥିଲେ, ଆଦର୍ଶ କଥାମାନ 
ଶିଖାଉ ଥିଲେ । ତାଙ୍କ ଉପଦେଶ ମାନି ମୁଁ ଖାତାଟିଏରେ ‘ଭଲକାମ” ଓ “ ଖରାପକାମ” 
ଯାହା କରିଛି, ପ୍ରତିଦିନ ଲେଖି ରଖୁଥିଲି । 


ତତ୍‌କାଳୀନ ଜୟପୁର ରାଜା ଖୁବ୍‌ ସରଳ ଜୀବନଯାପନ କରୁଥିଲେ । ତାଙ୍କର 

ଚାହାପାନର ଅଭ୍ୟାସ ଥିଲା । ଚିନିର ଅଭାବ ଥିଲା ବୋଲି ସାଧାରଣ ଲୋକଙ୍କ ଭଳି ସେ 
ମଧ୍ଯ ଚାହାରେ ଚିନି ବଦଳରେ ଗୁଡ଼ପକା ଚାହା ପିଉଥିଲେ ।! କୌଣସି କାମ ଥିଲା ବାପାଙ୍କ 
ପାଖରେ । ବାପାଙ୍କୁ ତାଙ୍କ ଅଫିସକୁ ଡ଼ାକାଇ ନପଠାଇ ସେ ନିଜେ ଆମ ଘରକୁ ଆସିଥିଲେ ! 
ଓଡ଼ିଶା ପାଇଁ ସେ ବିଶେଷ କିଛି କରିନଥିଲେ । କିନ୍ତୁ ତେଲଗୁ ଲୋକମାନଙ୍କର ସେ ଖୁବ୍‌ 
ପ୍ରିୟ ଥିଲେ ଓ ଆନ୍ଧ୍ରରେ ସେହିମାନଙ୍କ ସାହାଯ୍ୟରେ ସେ ରାଜଗାଦି ପାଇଥିଲେ ମଧ୍ୟ | 

ଏଠାରେ ଗୋଟିଏ ମଜା ଓ ଲଜାଜନକ ଘଟଣା ବିଷୟରେ ଲେଖୁଛି । ଦିନେ 
ରାଜାଙ୍କ ଉଆସରୁ ଆମଘରକୁ କେତେ ଜଣ ଭାରୁଆ ଆସିଲେ । ସାଙ୍ଗରେ ତାଙ୍କର ଗୁମାସ୍ତା 
ବୋଧହୁଏ ! ଭାରୁଆମାନେ ଅନେକଗୁଡ଼ିଏ ଟୋକେଇ ବୋହି ଆସିଥିଲେ, ଫଳ ଇତ୍ୟାଦି 
ଖାଇବା ଜିନିଷର । ଗୋଟିଏ ଟୋକେଇ ଭର୍ରି ଥିଲା କାଡ୍‌ବରିଜ୍‌ ଚକଲେଟ୍‌ରେ | ଆପେଲ, 
ଅଙ୍ଗୁରକୁ ଆଉ କିଏ ପଚାରେ |! ଆମେ ଭାଇ-ଭଉଣୀ (ଶେଷ ତିନିଜଣ, କାରଣ ବଡ଼ଭାଇ 
ଦୁହେଁ କଟକରେ ରହି ପଢୁଥାଆନ୍ତି) ମୁଠାଏ ଲେଖା ନେଇ ପକେଟ୍‌ରେ ଭରରି କଲୁ | ଲିଡ଼ର 
ଥିଲେ ଆମ ସାନମାମୁଁ । ଏହି ସମୟରେ ବାପା ଅଫିସ୍‌ରୁ ଫେରିଲେ । ଦାଣ୍ଡ ପିଣ୍ଡାରେ 
ଟୋକେଇ ମେଳା ଦେହଖି ପ୍ରଶ୍ନ । ରାଜାଙ୍କ ଲୋକ କହିଲେ, ବଂଧୁ ବୋଲି ରାଜା କିଛି ଭେଟି 
ପଠାଇଛନ୍ତି । ବାପା ରାଗ ଜର୍ଜରିତ ହୋଇଗଲେ । ସେମାନେ ଅତର୍ଚଥାରେ ଜିନିଷ ସହ 
ଟୋକେଇ ଧରି ପଳାଇଲେ । ସେତେବେଳେ ବାପା ଜାଣି ନଥିଲେ ଯେ, ଭେଟି ଜିନିଷରୁ 
କିଛି ଆମ ପକେଟରେ ରହିସାରିଛି ବୋଲି । ଜଣାପଡ଼ିବା ପରେ ଗାଳିର ବର୍ଷଣ ! 
ବିଶେଷତଃ ସାନମାମୁଁଙ୍କ ଉପରେ । 

ଆମର ଜୟପୁର ରହଣୀ ସମୟରେ ଇତିହାସର ଦୁଇଟି ପ୍ରଧାନ ଘଟଣା ଘଟିଥିଲା। 
୧୯ ୪୫ ମସିହା ଅଗଷ୍ଟ ମାସରେ ଜାପାନର ବଡ଼ ସହର ହିରୋସିମା, ନାଗାସାକି ଉପରେ 
ଆମେରିକାର ବୋମା ନିକ୍ଷେପ । ଜାପାନର ଆତ୍ସ ସମର୍ପଣ । ଏବଂ ୧୯୪୭ ଅଗଷ୍ଟ 
ମାସରେ ଭାରତର ସ୍ଵାଧୀନତା ପ୍ରାପ୍ତି 

ଜୟପୁରକୁ ବାପା ପ୍ରଥମ ଜିଲ୍ଲା ଜଜ୍‌ ହୋଇ ଯାଇଥୁଲେ | ସେଠାରୁ ପୁନଶ୍ଚ ବ୍ରହୁପୁର ! 
ଲାଂଜିପଲ୍ଲୀର ଜିଲ୍ଲା ଜର୍କ କ୍ଵାର୍ଟସରେ ରହିଲୁ । କ୍ଵାଟର୍ସ ଚାରିପଟରେ ବିସ୍ତୃତ ଖୋଲା 
ପଡ଼ିଆ ! ଗଛମାନଙ୍କର ଜଂଗଲ ! ସଂଧ୍ୟା ପରେ ସେହି ସ୍ଥାନକୁ ସାଧାରଣ ଲୋକ ଆସିବା 
ପାଇଁ ଭୟ କରୁଥିଲେ ! ସେହି କେତେ ମାସ ମଧ୍ୟରେ କେବଳ ଭାରତ ନୁହେଁ, ସାରା 
ପୃଥୁବୀ ପାଇଁ ଗୋଟିଏ ବଡ଼ ଘଟଣା ଘଟିଲା - ମହାତ୍ନା ଗାନ୍ଧୀ ଆତତାୟୀ ଗୁଳି ଚୋଟରେ 
ନିହତ ହେଲେ । ସମଗ୍ର ଭାରତବର୍ଷରେ ଦୁଃଖର ବାତାବରଣ ଖେଳିଯାଇଥଲା । ଘରେ 
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ଘରେ ଲୋକଙ୍କର ଦଶଦିନର ଶୋକପାଳନ । ଆମ ପିଲାମାନଙ୍କୁ ମନେ ହେଉଥିଲା 
ଯେମିତି ପରିବାରର କେହି ଜଣେ ମୁରବୀଙ୍କର ମୃତ୍ୟ ଘଟିଛି । ଆମ ବଂଶରେ ରାଜନୀତି 
ସହିତ କୌଣସି ସଂପର୍କ ନଥିଲା । ସବୁଠାରୁ ବଡ଼ ବଡ଼ବାପା ବ୍ରିଟିଶ ସରକାରଙ୍କ ଠାରୁ 
“ ରାୟବାହାଦୁର” ଉପାଧି ପାଇଥଲେ ରାୟବାହାଦୂର ରାଧାଚରଣ ଦାସ ¦ ଅବଶ୍ୟ ପରଲୋକ 
୧୯ ୪୨ ମସିହାରେ ଘଟିଥିଲା ! ତେବେ ସମସ୍ତେ ଥିଲେ ବ୍ରିଟିଶ ରାଜର ସଟ୍ଟା ଭୃତ୍ୟ । 
ତଥାପି ଗାନ୍ଧୀଙ୍କର ବ୍ୟକ୍ତିତ୍ଵର ଏତେ ବେଶି ପ୍ରଭାବ ଥିଲା । ଗାନ୍ଧୀ ଓ ନେହୂରଙ୍କ ଭଳି 
ନେତାଙ୍କ ପରେ ଆଉ ଯେଉଁ ନେତାମାନେ ଆସିଲେ, ତାଙ୍କ ମୃତ୍ୟ କହିବାକୁ ଗଲେ 
ସାଧାରଣ ଲୋକଙ୍କ ପାଇଁ ଉସ୍ସବର ଦିନ । କାରଣ ଅଫିସ ଛୁଟି ହେବ । ଏପରିକି, 
କୌଣସି ନେତାର ମୂତ୍ୟର ଗୁଜବ ଉଠିଲେ ହିଁ ଅଫିସମାନଙ୍କରେ ଛୁଟିର ପରିବେଶ ସୃଷ୍ଟି 
ହୋଇ ଯାଉଛି । 

ଜୟପୁରରେ ମୋର ପଢା ଆରମ୍ଭ ସମୟର ଗୋଟିଏ ବିଷୟ ଏଠାରେ ଲେଖିବା 
ଉଚିତ୍‌ ମନେକରୁଛି । ଥରେ ପ୍ରଧାନ ଶିକ୍ଷକ କ୍ଲାସକୁ ପଶିଆସି ପଚାରିଲେ, ବର୍ଭମାନ କିସ 
କ୍ଲାସ ଅଛି ? ସାମନା ବେଞ୍ଚରେ ବସିଥିବା ମୁଁ ଉତ୍ତର ଦେଲି, ଜୋଗ୍ରାଫି (ସେତେବେଳେ 
ଓଡ଼ିଆ ବହି ଛପାଯାଇ ନଥିଲା, ଇଂରାଜୀ ବହି ପଢୁଥିଲୁ) ! ସେ ବୁଝି ନପାରି ପୁଣି ଥରେ 
ପଚାରିଲେ । ମୁଁ ପୁଣି ସେୟା କହିଲି। ସେ ଏଥର ବୁଝିପାରିଲେ | କହିଲେ, ଓ, ଜାଗ୍ରାଫିଇ ? 
ତମେ କଟକୀ ଭାଷା କହୁଛ । 

ବ୍ରହ୍ମପୁରରୁ ବାପାଙ୍କର ଦୁଇବର୍ଷ ପରେ କଟକ ବଦଳି । ମିଶନ ସ୍କୁଲରେ ମୋର ନାମ 
ଲେଖା | ସେତେବେଳକୁ ମୋର ଭାଷା ଦକ୍ଷିଣ ଢାଚାର । କଟକୀ ପିଲା ମୋର ଭାଷା ଶୁଣି 
ହସିଲେ। ମୁଁ ସାରଙ୍କୁ ନିକଟରେ ଅଭିଯୋଗ କଲି - ମତେ ପିଲାମନେ “ ଚଳଉଛନ୍ତି' । ସାର୍‌ 
ମଧ୍ୟ ହସି ମୋତେ ଚଳେଇଲେ | 

ଆମର ଆଂଚଳିକ ବୋଲି (ୟସବକ୍ଷରମସ୍ଧ) ବିଭିନ୍ନ ଥିଲେ ମଧ୍ୟ ମୁଖ୍ୟ ଭାଷା ଏକ | 
ମୋ' ଜୀବନରେ ଅଧିକାଂଶ ଭାଗ ମୁଁ ବ୍ରହ୍ମପୁର, କଟକ ଓ ସମ୍ବଲପୁରରେ କଟାଇଛି ! ସେ 
ଅଂଚଳର ବୋଲିମାନଙ୍କରେ ସୁପରିଚିତ । ମୋ ମତରେ ସେଗୁଡ଼ିକୁ ମୁଖ୍ୟ ଭାଷାର ସ୍ରୋତରେ 
ସାମିଲ କଲେ ଓଡ଼ିଆ ଭାଷା କେତେ ଯେ ସମ୍ପଦ୍ଧ ହେବ, ତାହା ବିଚାର ନକରି ବୋଲିଗୁଡ଼ିକୁ 
ଅଲଗା ରଖି ଆଂଚଳିକ ସଂକୀର୍ଣ୍ଣତା ତଥା ବିଭେଦକୁ ପ୍ରୋସ୍ପାହନ ଦିଆଯାଉଛି । 

୧୯୯ ୨ ମସିହାରେ ବ୍ରହ୍ମପୁର ଆସିବା ପୂର୍ବରୁ ମୋର ଧାରଣା ଥିଲା ଯେ, କଟକ, 
ପୁରୀ ତଥା ଭୂବନେଶ୍ବର ଓଡ଼ିଶା ସଂସ୍କୃତିର ପ୍ରାଣକେନ୍ଦ୍ର । କିନ୍ତୁ ବ୍ରହ୍ମପୁର ସହର ତଥୀ ଦକ୍ଷିଣ 
ଓଡ଼ିଶାରେ ଭାଷା ସଂରକ୍ଷଣର ଯେଉଁ ଉସ୍ାହ ଓ ଭାବପ୍ରବଣତା, ତାହା ଭୁବନେଶ୍ବରରେ 
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ନାହିଁ । ଭୁବନେଶ୍ବରରେ ଓଡ଼ିଆ ଭାଷା ଉପରକୁ ବିପଦ ଥିବାର କୌଣସି ସୂଚନା ଅନୁଭୂତ 
ହୁଏ ନାହିଁ । ହୁଏତ ତେଣୁ ସୁରକ୍ଷାର ପ୍ରୟାସ ମଧ୍ୟ ଝ୍ରିମିତ | ବ୍ରହ୍ମପୁର ଆସିବା ପୂର୍ବରୁ ମୋର 
ଅନ୍ୟ ଏକ ଭୁଲ ଧାରଣା ଥିଲା ଯେ, ମଧୁବାବୁଙ୍କ  ଉକ୍ଳ ସମ୍ମିଳନୀ” ଆଉ ବଂଚି ନାହିଁ । 
କିନ୍ଧୁ ବଂଧୁ ବସନ୍ତ ପାଣିଗ୍ରାହୀଙ୍କ ନିଷ୍ଠାପର ଉଦ୍ଯମ ଏବଂ ନିରବିଚ୍ଛିନ୍ନ ପ୍ରୟାସ ତଥା 
ଯୁବସୁଲଭ ଉତ୍ସାହ ଯୋଗୁ ଉକ୍୍‌ଳ ସମ୍ମିଳନୀ ପୁନଜୀବନ ଲାଭ କରି ପାରିଛି । 

ସ୍କୁଲରେ ମୋର ପ୍ରାରମ୍ଭ ଜୀବନ ବିଷୟରେ ଲେଖିଛି । ଶେଖ ବିଷୟରେ କିଛି 
ଲେଖିବା ଉଚିତ୍‌ ମନେ କରୁଛି । ମିଶନ ସ୍କୁଲ୍‌ରେ ମାଟ୍ରିକ କ୍ଲାସରେ ଆମେ ଦୂଇଜଣ ଅତ୍ୟନ୍ତ 
ମେଧାବୀ ଛାତ୍ର ଥିଲୁ - ଅବସର ପ୍ରାପ୍ତ ଆଇ.ଏ.ଏସ୍‌. ଲେଖକ ଜଗନ୍ନାଥ ପ୍ରସାଦ ଦାସ ଓ 
ମୁଁ | ଆମେ ଦୁହେଁ ମାଟ୍ରିକ ପରୀକ୍ଷାରେ ପ୍ରଥମ ଦଶଜଣଙ୍କ ମଧ୍ୟରେ ସ୍ଥାନ ପାଇବୁ ବୋଲି 
ଶିକ୍ଷକମାନଙ୍କର ବିଶ୍ଵାସ ଥିଲା (ଏବଂ ପାଇଥିଲୁ ମଧ୍ୟ) ! ଏଥିରେ କେବଳ ଛାତ୍ର ନୁହେଁ, 
ସୁଲ୍‌ର ସୁନାମ ମଧ୍ୟ ଜଡ଼ିତ । ତେଣୁ ଶିକ୍ଷକମାନେ ଆମର ପଢା ପ୍ରତି ଅଧିକ ଯତ୍ଶୀଳ 
ଥିଲେ, ଏଥିସହିତ ଆମର ଗତିବିଧି ପ୍ରତି ମଧ୍ୟ | ହୁଏତ ଜଣେ ଉତ୍ତମ ଛାତ୍ର ଗଠନ ସହିତ 
ଜଣେ ଚରିତ୍ରବାନ ମଣିଷ ଗଢିବାର ଦାୟିତ୍ଵ ମଧ୍ୟ ଥିଲା ବୋଲି ଶିକ୍ଷକମାନେ ବିଶ୍ଵାସ 
କରୁଥିଲେ । ସେତେବେଳେ ଆଜିଭଳି ଟ୍ୟୁସନ୍‌ ର ପ୍ରଚଳନ ନଥିଲା । କ୍ଲାସରେ ବୂଝି ପାରି 
ନଥିବା ବିଷୟକୁ ପର କ୍ଲାସରେ ଶିକ୍ଷକଙ୍କୁ ପଚାରିଲେ ସେ ବୁଝାଇ ଦେଉଥିଲେ ! ତେଣୁ 
ଘରୋଇ ଶିକ୍ଷକଙ୍କର ଆବଶ୍ୟକତା ପଡ଼ୁ ନଥିଲା । ଜଣେ ଭଲ ପଢୁଥିବା ଛାତ୍ରକୁ ଯେମିତି 
ଶିକ୍ଷକମାନଙ୍କ ଠାରୁ ଶ୍ରଦ୍ଧା ମିଳେ, ଜଣେ ଉତ୍ତମ ଶିକ୍ଷକକୁ ମଧ୍ୟ ଛାତ୍ରମାନେ ସେହି ଭଳି 
ସମ୍ମାନ ଚକ୍ଷୁରେ ଦେଖନ୍ତି ଏବଂ ଏହି ସମ୍ମାନ ସେମାନଙ୍କର ସାରା ଜୀବନ ପାଇଁ ରହିଥାଏ 
ବୋଲି ମୋର ଅନୁଭବୀୟ ବିଶ୍ଵାସ ! 


ରାସାୟନିକ ଶିଳ୍ଚର ଆଧୁନିକ ବିକାଶ 


ରାସାୟନିକ ପ୍ରତିକ୍ରିୟା ଭିରିରେ ଯେଉଁ ଶିନ ପ୍ରତିଷ୍ଠିତ, ତାହାକୁ ରାସାୟନିକ ଶିଛ 
କୁହାଯାଏ । ଏ ଜାତୀୟଶିନ୍ପ ବିଭିନ୍ନ ପ୍ରକାରର, ଯଥା: ଧାତୁ ନିଷ୍କାସନ (metallurgical) 
ଶିଳ୍ଛ ଗୁରୁ ରାସାୟନିକ (avy chemical) ଶିଛ, କାର୍ବନିକ ରାସାୟନିକ (organic 
୯hemical) ଶିଛ ଓ ବିଭିନ୍ନ ଖାଉଟି (୦୩ mer) ଶିଛ ଇତ୍ୟାଦି । ଏ ମଧ୍ୟରୁ କେତେକ ଶିଳ୍ପ 
ମାନବ ସଭ୍ୟତାର ପ୍ରାରମ୍ଭରୁ କୂଟୀର ଶିଳ୍ପ ରୂପେ ଆରମ୍ଭ ହୋଇ ସମୟକ୍ରମେ ବର୍ଭମାନ ଅତି 
ଉଚ୍ଚ ଧରଣର (5୦phisticated) ଟେକ୍ନୋଲଜିରେ ପରିଣତ ହୋଇଛନ୍ତି ! ବ୍ରୋଂଜ ଯୁଗରୁ 
ମନୁଷ୍ୟକୁ ଧାତୁ ନିଷ୍କାସନ ପଦ୍ଧତି ଜଣାଥୁଲା ! କିନ୍ଧୁ ଆଜିର ନିଷ୍କାସନ ପ୍ରଣାଳୀକୁ ସେ ସମୟର 
ପ୍ରଣାଳୀ ସହିତ ତୁଳନା କରି ହେବ ନାହିଁ । 

ଗତ କେତେ ବର୍ଷ ମଧ୍ୟରେ ସଭ୍ୟତାର ବିକାଶ ସହିତ ମନୁଷ୍ୟର ଚଳନିର ବୈପ୍ଲବିକ 
ପରିବର୍ଭନ ଘଟିଛି । ଫଳରେ ନୂଆ ନୂଆ ଦ୍ଵବ୍ୟର ଚାହିଦା ସୃଦ୍ଧି ହୋଇଛି । ଶହେ ବର୍ଷ ତଳେ 
ଯାହା ରାଜା ରାଜୁଡା ମାନଙ୍କର ବିଳାସ ବ୍ଯସନ ଥଲା, ଆଜି ତାହା ସାଧାରଣ ମନୁଷ୍ୟର 
ଦୈନଦିନ ବ୍ୟବହାର୍ଯ୍ୟ ବସ୍ତୁ ହୋଇଛି । ଏହି ସମସ୍ତ ଦ୍ରବ୍ୟର ଚାହିଦା ନୂତନ ଖାଉଟି ଶିଳ୍ପର 
ମୂଳ ଭିତ୍ତି ସ୍ଥାପନ ଏବଂ କ୍ରମବିକାଶ କରିଛି । କଥାରେ ଅଛି, “Necessity is the mother 
of invention”! 

ଗୁରୁ ଶିରେ ରାସାୟନିକ ସାର କାରଖାନା ଏକ ପ୍ରମୁଖ ଶିନ ଅଟେ ! ଏହି ସାର 
ଉଭିଦକୁ ମୁଖ୍ୟତଃ ଯବକ୍ଷାରଜାନ, ଫସ୍ଫରସ୍‌ (ଓ ପୋଟାସିୟମ ଯୋଗାଏ | ଆମୋନିୟମ 
'ସଲ୍ଫେଟ୍‌, ୟୁରିଆ, ସୁପର ସଲ୍ଫେଟ୍‌, ସାଇନାମାଇଡ୍‌ ଇତ୍ୟାଦି ପ୍ରଧାନତଃ ରାସାୟନିକ 
ସାର ଭାବେ ବ୍ୟବହାର କରାଯାଏ । ଏହି ଶିଳ୍ତର କଞ୍ଚାମାଲ୍‌ ବାୟୁର ଯବକ୍ଷାରଜାନ, 
ରକ୍ଫସ୍ଫେଟ୍‌ ଇତ୍ୟାଦି । ରାସାୟନିକ ସାରର ବ୍ୟବହାର ଏତେ ବଢିଯାଇଛି ଯେ, ଏହାର 
ଆବଶ୍ୟକୀୟ ଉତ୍ପାଦନ ପାଇଁ ରକ୍‌ଫସ୍‌ଫେଟ୍‌ ଭଳି କଞ୍ଚାମାଲ୍‌ର ଚିନ୍ତା କରାଯାଉଛି । ଏଥୁ 
ନିମନ୍ତେ ବ୍ଲାଷ୍ଟ ଫର୍ନେସ୍‌ ସ୍ଲାଗ୍‌ ଇତ୍ଯାଦି ବ୍ଯବହାର ହେଲାଣି । ରାସୀୟନିକ ସାରରେ ମଧ୍ଯ 
ଲୌହ, ମଲିବ୍‌ଡେନମ୍‌, ମାଂଗାନିଜ୍‌ ପ୍ରଭୃତି ମୌଳିକ ପଦାର୍ଥ ସୂକ୍ଷ୍ମ ପରିମାଣରେ ମିଶାଯାଇ 
ସାରର ଉପାଦେୟତା ବଢାଯାଇ ପାରିଛି । 

ଏହି ଇନ୍ଧନ (66୮) ଧୀ) ର ଉପାଦନ ମଧ୍ୟ ଗୁରୁ ଶିଳର ଅର୍ଚଭୁକ୍ତ | ପେଟ୍ରୋଲିୟମ୍‌ 
ଆଧୁନିକ ସଭ୍ୟତାରେ ଏକ ପ୍ରଧାନ ଇଂନ୍ଧନ ! ଏହାକୁ ସିଧାସଳଖ ବ୍ଯବହାର କରା ନଯାଇ 


ଆଂଶିକ ପାତନ (ଅଠା distillation) ଦ୍ଵାରା ବିଟୁମେନ୍‌, କିରୋସିନ୍‌, ଡ଼ିଜେଲ୍‌, 
ପେଟ୍ରୋଲ, ନାପ୍ଥା ଓ ଦହନୀୟ ଗ୍ୟାସ୍‌ ପ୍ରଭୁତି ବିଭିନ୍ନ ବସ୍ତୁ ପ୍ରସ୍ତୁତ କରାଯାଏ ! ଏହି ଆଂଶିକ 
ପାତନ ପଦ୍ଧତିକୁ ବିଶୋଧନ (୮6g) କୁହାଯାଏ | ପେଟ୍ରୋଲିୟମ୍‌ ରିଫାଇନାରି ଶିଳ୍ତୋନ୍ସତ 
ଦେଶ ମାନଙ୍କର ଏକ ପ୍ରଧାନ ଗୁରୁଶିଛ। ଏହି ପେଟ୍ରୋଲିୟମ୍‌ରୁ ଅନେକ କାର୍ବନିକ ଯୌଗିକ 
ପ୍ରସ୍ତୁତ କରାଯାଏ, ଯାହା ବିଭିନ୍ନ ରାସାୟନିକ ଶିଳ୍ତର କଞ୍ଚାମାଲ୍‌ ଅଟନ୍ତି । 

ଭବିଷ୍ୟବକ୍ତାମାନେ (ଧଧ୮୦!ଠାts) ହିସାବ କରି କହନ୍ତି ଯେ, ଆସନ୍ତା ୫ ୦- 
୬୦ ବର୍ଷ ମଧ୍ଯରେ ପୂଥବୀପୂଷ୍ଠରୁ ପେଟ୍ରୋଲିୟମ୍‌ ସଂପଦ ପ୍ରାୟ ଶେଷ ହୋଇଯିବ । ତେଣୁ 
ବିକନ୍ଧ ଶକ୍ତି ଉତ୍ସ (en୮g ଠଧ୮୯e) ର କଳନା କରାଯାଉଛି । ବର୍ଭମାନ ସୌରଶକ୍ତି 
ବ୍ୟବହାର ବିଷୟରେ ବହୁଳ ଗବେଷଣା ଚାଲିଛି । ଏଥି ନିମନ୍ତେ ସୌରକୋଷ (solar cell) 
ବା ସୌର ପ୍ରତିଫଳକ (sଠୀତ୮ ୮6୫୯1୦୮୫) ବ୍ୟବହାର କରାଯାଏ । ସୌରକୋଷ ନିମନ୍ତେ 
ସିଲିକନ୍‌ (୯୦) ପରି ଏକ ସମପରିବାହୀ ବ୍ୟବହାର କରାଯାଉଥୁଲା । ଏବେ ବହୁତ 
ଉନ୍ନତ ବସ୍ତୁ ବ୍ଯବହାର କରାଗଲାଣି । ସେଭଳି ସୌର ପ୍ରତିଫଳକ ମାନଙ୍କରେ ବହୁ କାର୍ବନିକ 
ତାପଶୋଷକ ପଦାର୍ଥ ଲଗାଯାଇଥାଏ । ଏହା ନିଶ୍ଚିତ ଯେ, ନିକଟ ଭବିଷ୍ୟତରେ ଏ ସବୁର 
ଉତ୍ପାଦନ ଏକ ପ୍ରଧାନ ଶିଳ୍ପରେ ପରିଣତ ହେବ । ବିକଳ୍ପ ଶକ୍ତି ଜୀବ-ରାସାୟନିକ 
(biochemical) ଉପାୟରେ ମଧ୍ୟ ଉତ୍ପାଦନ କରାଯିବାର ଚେଷ୍ଟା ଚାଲିଛି । ବାୟୋଗ୍ୟାସ୍‌ 
(biochemical) ଉପାୟରେ ମଧ୍ଯ ଉତ୍ପାଦନ କରାଯିବାର ଚେଷ୍ଟା ଚାଲିଛି । ବାୟୋଗ୍ୟାସ୍‌ 
(biogas) ଭାରତରେ ଗୋବରରୁ ପ୍ରସ୍ତୁତ ହୁଏ । ଏବେ ଏହାକୁ ଅନ୍ୟାନ୍ଯ ଜୈବିକ ବସ୍ତୁରୁ 
ପ୍ରସ୍ତୁତ କରାଯିବାର ଚେଷ୍ଟାଚାଲିଛି । ବିଶେଷକରି କୃଷି ଫାର୍ମ ଓ ସହରାଦି ଅଂଚଳରେ 
ଆବର୍ଜନା ବ୍ଯବହାର କରି ଛୋଟ ଛୋଟ ବାୟୋଗ୍ଯାସ୍‌ କାରଖାନା ବିଭିନ୍ନ ଦେଶରେ 
ବସିସାରିଲାଣି | 

କାର୍ବନିକ ରସାୟନଶିଛ ଏ ଶତାଦ୍ଦୀର ଅବଦାନ । ବିଭିନ୍ନ ପ୍ରାରମ୍ଭିକ କାର୍ବନିକ 
ଯୌଗିକ (primary organic chemica!s) ଗତ ଶତାବ୍ଦୀରେ ମୁଖ୍ୟତଃ କୋଇଲାରୁ ଅନ୍ତର୍ଧୁମ 
ପାତନ (destructive distillation) ଦ୍ଵାରୀ ବାହାର କରାଯାଇ ତହିଁରୁ ବିଭିନ୍ନ ଦରକାରି 
ଉପାଦାନ (ଉିଷଧ, ରଂଗ, ପ୍ରଭୃତି) ଉପ୍ପାଦନ କରାଯାଉଥୁଲା | ଏବେ କିନ୍ତୁ କୋଇଲା ବଦଳରେ 
ପେଟ୍ରୋଲିୟମ୍‌ ରୁ ପ୍ରାରମ୍ଭିକ କାର୍ବନିକ ଯୌଗିକ ପ୍ରସ୍ତୁତ କରାଯାଉଛି । ଏ ସମସ୍ତକୁ 
ପେଟ୍ରୋକେମିକାଲ (petrochemical) କୁହାଯାଏ । ପେଟ୍ରୋକେମିକାଲ୍‌ ଶିଛ ବର୍ଭମାନର 
ସଭ୍ୟତାର ଏକ ପ୍ରଧାନ ଶିଳ । ଆଜିକାଲି ର ବହୁତ ଦୈନିନ୍ଦିନ ବ୍ୟବହୃତ ରାସାୟନିକ ପଦାର୍ଥ 
ଏହି ପେଟ୍ରୋକେମିକାଲ୍‌ ରୁ ପ୍ରସ୍ତୁତ କରାଯାଏ । 

ବିଶ୍ବଯୁଦ୍ଧ ପରବର୍ଭୀ କାଳରେ ଉଭାବିତ ଦୈନନ୍ଦିନ ବ୍ୟବହୃତ କାର୍ବନିକ 
ଯୌଗିକମାନଙ୍କ ମଧ୍ଯରୁ ମୁଖ୍ୟ ହେଲା ପଲିମର (ଠା) ପ୍ଲାଷ୍ଟିକ୍‌ ଠାରୁ ଆରମ୍ଭକରି ପଲିଥିନ୍‌ 
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ଓ ନାଇଲନ୍‌, ଡ଼ାକ୍‌ରନ୍‌ ଇତ୍ଯାଦି ଏହି ପଲିମର୍‌ ଶ୍ରେଣୀ ଅନ୍ତର୍ଭୁକ୍ତ । ପଲିମର ହେଲା ଏକ 
ଅଧକ ଆଣବିକ ଭାର ବିଶିଷ୍ଟ ଯୌଗିକ , ଯାହା କେତେକ କ୍ଷୁଦ୍ର କ୍ଷୁଦ୍ର ଅଣୁ-ଏକକ (molecular 
ଧମା) ର ସମଷ୍ି ଦ୍ଵାରା ଗଠିତ । ଏହି ପଦ୍ଧତିକୁ “ ପଲିମରାଇଜେସନ୍‌” କହାଯାଏ । ଯେଉଁ 
କ୍ଷୁଦ୍ର କ୍ଷୁଦ ଅଣୁରୁ ପଲିମର୍‌ ଅଣୁ ଗଠିତ, ତାହାକୁ ମନୋମର (mଠଠme୮) କୁହାଯାଏ | ଏହି 
ମନୋମର୍‌ଗୁଡ଼ିକ ସାଧାରଣତଃ ପଫେଟ୍ରୋକେ ମିକାଲ୍‌ ଯୌଗିକରୁ ତିଆରି । ସମସ୍ତ ତନ୍ତୁ, ଯହିଁରୁ 
ବସ୍ତ ପ୍ରସ୍ତୁତ କରାଯାଏ, ସେମାନେ ପଲିମର ଅଟନ୍ତି । ତନ୍ତୁ ତିନିପ୍ରକାରର । ଯଥା- 
ପ୍ରାକୃତିକ, ଅର୍ବ କୃତ୍ରିମ ଓ କୃତ୍ରିମ ! ପ୍ରାକୃତିକ ତନ୍ତୁଗୁଡ଼ିକ ହେଲେ କପା, ଝୋଟ ଓ ପଶମ 
ପ୍ରଭୃତି । ନାଇଲନ୍‌, ଡ଼ାକ୍ରନ୍‌, ଟେରିଲିନ୍‌ ଇତ୍ୟାଦି ପ୍ରସ୍ତୁତ କରାଯାଏ । ଉଦାହରଣ ସ୍ଵରୁପ, 
ଟେରିଲିନ୍‌, ଟେରିଥାଲିକ୍‌ -ଏସିଡ୍‌ ଏଥଲିନ୍‌ରୁ ପ୍ରସ୍ତୁତ ଏକ ପଲିମର୍‌ । ପ୍ରତ୍ଯହ ବିଭିନ୍ନ 
ଉପଯୋଗୀ ନୂଆ ନୂଆ ପଲିମର୍‌ ଉଦ୍ଭାବିତ ହେଉଅଛି ! ଏଥ ନିମନ୍ତେ ପଲିମରାଇଜେସନ୍‌ 
ପ୍ରତିକ୍ରିୟା ପାଇଁ କେତେକ ଉପଯୁକ୍ତ ଉତ୍ପ୍ରେରକ (catalyst) ଆବଶ୍ୟକ ପଡିଥାଏ । ଏହି 
ଉତ୍ପ୍ରେରକ ଗୁଡିକ ସାଧାରଣତଃ କଂପାନୀମାନଙ୍କର ବାଣିଜ୍ୟିକ ¬ ଗୁସ୍ତତଥ୍ୟ (ade secret) 
ରୁପେ ରଖାଯାଇଥାଏ । 

କୃତ୍ରିମ ରଂଗ ଅନ୍ୟ ଏକ ନିତ୍ୟବ୍ୟବହାଯ୍ୟ ପଦାର୍ଥ, ଯାହା କାର୍ବନିକ ରାସାୟନିକ 
ଶିଳ୍ପ ଦ୍ଵାରା ପ୍ରସ୍ତୁତ କରାଯାଏ । ଉନବିଂଶ ଶତାବ୍ଦୀର ଶେଷଭାଗରେ ନୀଳରଂଗ (indigo) 
ପ୍ରଥମେ କୃତ୍ରିମ ଉପାୟରେ ପ୍ରସ୍ତୁତ କରାଗଲା । ବର୍ଭମାନ କିନ୍ତୁ ହଜାର ପ୍ରକାରର କାର୍ବନିକ 
ଯୌଗିକ ରଂଗ ଭାବରେ ବିଭିନ୍ନ ସାମଗ୍ରୀରେ ବ୍ୟବହୃତ ହେଉଛି । ତନ୍ତୁ ଉପରେ ଏପରି ରଂଗ 
ବହୁଳଭାବରେ ବ୍ୟବହାର କରାଯାଏ । ୧୯୫୬ ଇଂଲଣ୍ଡର ଏକ କମ୍ପାନୀ ପ୍ରତିକ୍ରିୟାକାରକ 
ରଙ୍ଗ (ଓ୮ଳଷve dye) ଉପ୍ପାଦନ କରି ରଂଗଶିଛରେ ଏକ ବିପ୍ଲବ ସୃଷ୍ଟିକଲା । ଏ ଜାତୀୟ 
ରଙ୍ଗ ବିଭିନ୍ନ କୃତ୍ରିମତନ୍ତୁରେ ବହୁଳଭାବେ ବ୍ଯବହୃତ ହେଉଅଛି ! 

ଞିଷଧାଦି ଶିଳଜଗତରେ ବର୍ଭମାନ କୋଟି କୋଟି ଟଙ୍କା ଗବେଷଣା ନିମନ୍ତେ ଖର୍ଚ୍ଚ 
ହେଉଛି, କାରଣ ଆଧୁନିକ ମଣିଷ ନିଜର ସ୍ଵାସ୍ଥ୍ୟରକ୍ଷା ବିଷୟରେ ସଂକ୍ପର୍ଵ ଜାଗ୍ରତ | ପୂର୍ବକାଳରେ 
ବୈଦ୍ଯ ଓ ହକିମ୍‌ମାନେ ଚେରମୂଳ ଆଦିକୁ ଣିଷଧ ରୂପରେ ବ୍ୟବହାର କରୁଥୁଲେ ! ବର୍ଭମାନ 
ତାହା ମଧ୍ଯରୁ ସକ୍ରିୟ ଉପାଦାନ ବାହାରକରି ନିଆଯାଇ ହେଉଛି ଅଥବା ତାହାକୁ କୃତ୍ରିମ 
ଉପାୟରେ ପ୍ରସୁୁତ କରାଯାଉଛି । ଜୀବସାରର ବ୍ଯବହାର ଦ୍ଵାରା ଗତ ଶତାଦ୍ଦୀରେ ବହୁତ 
ରୋଗର ନିରାକରଣ କରାଯାଇପାରିଥିଲା ! ଖ୍ରୀଷ୍ଟାଦଦ ୧ ୯୩୦ରେ ପ୍ରଫେସର ବାଣ୍ଡିଂଗ୍‌ 
(Banting) ଇନ୍‌ସୁଲିନ୍‌ ଆବିଷ୍କାର କରି ବହୁମୂୁତ୍ର ରୋଗୀମାନଙ୍କ ଏହି ରୋଗର କରାଳକବଳରୁ. 
ରକ୍ଷାକଲେ । ଆଣ୍ଟିବାୟୋଟିକ୍‌ ସମୁଦ୍ରମନ୍ସନରୁ ବାହାରିଥିବା ବିଭିନ୍ନ ରନୂପରି ଗତ ମହାସମରରୁ 
ଉତ୍ପନ୍ନ । ଏହି ସମୟରେ ପେନ୍‌ସିଲିନ୍‌ର ଆବିଷ୍କାର ବହୁ ଦୁରୁହରୋଗର ପ୍ରସାରକୁ ଆୟତ୍ତ 
କରିପାରିଥଲା | ଗତ ବିଶ୍ବଯୁଦ୍ଧର ଦଶବର୍ଷ ମଧ୍ୟରେ କେବଳ ପେନ୍‌ସିଲିନ୍‌ ଯେତେଲୋକଙ୍କର 
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ଜୀବନରକ୍ଷାକରିଛି, ତାହା ମାନବ ଇତିହାସରେ ସମସ୍ତ ସମରରେ ପ୍ରାଣ ହରାଇଥୂବା 
ସୈନ୍ୟମାନଙ୍କ ସଂଖ୍ୟା ଠାରୁ ଅଧକ । ଏବେ ପେନ୍‌ସିଲିନ୍‌ ଠାରୁ ଅଧକ ଦକ୍ଷ ଆଣ୍ଟିବାୟୋଟିକ୍‌, 
ଯଥା-ଷ୍ଟେପ୍‌ଟୋମାଇସିନ୍‌, କ୍ଲୋରୋମାଇସେଟି ଇତ୍ୟାଦି ଅତି ସାଧାରଣ ଓଷଧ ରୂପେ ବ୍ୟବହୃତ 
ହେଲାଣି । ଏପରିକି, ଗତ ୨-୩ ବର୍ଷ ମଧ୍ୟରେ ଇଣ୍ଟରଫେରନ୍‌ ଭଳି ଖିଷଧର ଉଭଭାବନ 
କର୍କଟ ରୋଗ ଭଳି ଭୟଙ୍କର ରୋଗର ଉପଶମ ସଂବନ୍ଧରେ ଆଶୀ ସଂଚାର କଲାଣି । 

ରାସାୟନିକ ଖାଉଟି ଶିଳର ତାଲିକା ଦେବା କାଠିକରପାଠ ! ଏ ତାଲିକାରେ ବନସ୍ପତି, 
ଗୁଣ୍ଡଦୂଗ୍ଧ ଆଦି ଖାଦ୍ୟ ପଦାର୍ଥରୁ ଆରମ୍ଭକରି ପ୍ରସାଧନ ପାଇଁ ବ୍ୟବହୁତ ସାମଗ୍ରୀ ଅନ୍ତର୍ଭୁକ୍ତ ! 
ଖାଉଟି ଦ୍ରବ୍ୟର ନୂଆ ନୂଆ ଉଭଭାବନ ମନୁଷ୍ୟର ଦୈନନ୍ଦିନ ଚଳଣିକୁ ପ୍ରଭାବିତ କରିଚାଲିଛି । 
ଫ୍ଲୋରୋକାର୍ବନ ପରି ଯୌଗିକର ଉତ୍ପାଦନ ଦ୍ଵାରା ରେଫ୍ରିଜରେଟର ଓ ଶୀତଳ ଭଣ୍ଡାର ପ୍ରଭୃତି 
ଚାଲିପାରୁଛି । ସେହିଭଳି, ଗତ କେତେବର୍ଷ ହେଲା, ଏକ କୋଷୀ ପ୍ରୋଟିନ୍‌ର (single cell 
୮୦6) ଉଭାବନ ମନୁଷ୍ୟର ଖାଦ୍ୟ ସମସ୍ୟାର ସମାଧାନର ପ୍ରଧାନ ସହାୟକ ହୋଇପାରେ । 
ଏ ଜାତୀୟ ପ୍ରୋଟିନ୍‌ ର ଉତ୍ପାଦନ ପାଇଁ କେତେକ ଉନ୍ନତ ଦେଶରେ କାରଖାନା ମଧ୍ଯ 
ବସିସାରିଲାଣି । ଏହି ପ୍ରୋଟିନ ଏ ପଯ୍ୟନ୍ତ କେବଳ ପଶୁଖାଦ୍ୟରେ ବ୍ୟବହୃତ ହେଉଛି । 
ଭବିଷ୍ୟତରେ ଏହାକୁ ମନୁଷ୍ଯ ଖାଦ୍ୟରୂପେ ବ୍ଯବହାର କରାଯିବାର ସମ୍ଭାବନା ରହିଛି । 

ଖଣିଜ ସମ୍ପଦ ଓ ବନ୍ୟସମ୍ପଦ ପୂର୍ଣ୍ଣ ଓଡିଶାରେ ବିଭିନ୍ନ ଜାତୀୟ ରାସାୟନିକ ଶିଳ୍ପ 
ପ୍ରତିଷ୍ଠା ପାଇଁ ପ୍ରଚୁର ସୁଯୋଗ ରହିଛି । ତା ମଧ୍ଯରୁ କେତେକ ଶିଳ ପାଇଁ ଅଳ ପୁଞ୍ଜି ଆବଶ୍ୟକ 
ହୁଏ । ଏଣୁ ଆଜିର ଯୁବସମାଜ ହତୋସ୍ବାହ ନ ହୋଇ ଓଡିଶାରେ ଶିଳ୍ପବିକାଶ ଦିଗରେ 
ଉଦ୍ୟମ କଲେ ନିଜର ଏବଂ ଦେଶର ଉନ୍ନତ ସାଧନ କରିପାରିବେ । କ୍ଷୁଦ, ମଧ୍ୟମ ଏବଂ 
ଗୁରୁଶିଛ ପ୍ରତିଷ୍ଠା ପାଇଁ ଆଜିର ସମୟରେ ଯେଉଁ ସୁଯୋଗମାନ ମିଳୁଛି, ଭବିଷ୍ୟତରେ ହୁଏତ 
ସେ ସୁଯୋଗ ମିଳି ନ ପାରେ । 
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If | am asked to name the Country which has the highest 
potential for nuclear energy, ! will unhesitatingly name India. 
It is not a chauvinist’s boast. It is based on 85% of the world’s 
total known deposit of thorium, the not-so-distant-future 
nuclear fuel, in the beach sands of Kerala and Orissa (Chilika 
coast). This vast potential was realized by Pandit Jawaharlal 
Nehru and he, assisted by another visionary Dr. Homi J. Bhaba, 
started our nuclear progrmme at the very early stage of our 
development. In fact, the first nuclear reactor (Apsara) in 
Asia was established at Trombay in India. It was a small one-a 
“swimming pool” type research reactor-immersed in a water 
reservoir of the size of a swimming pool to cool it from the 
heat generated due to fission occurring inside it. To-day we 
have three research reactors established at Trombay Viz., 
CIRCUS (40 M.W.), Apsara (1 M.W.) and ZERLINA (100 W.) in 
addition to huge power reactors at Tarapur, Maharastra and 
Rana Pratap Sagar, Rajasthan both of which are in operational 
stage. Another reactor complex is being built at Kalpakkam, 
Tamilnadu, completely designed by indian Scientists and with 
more than 80% of components made in india. The Reactor 
Research Centre being built near Madras will study and design 
breeder type reactor which will use thorium and plutonium as 
fuel for future reactors. Unfortunately the Kalpakkam Project 
is behind schedule due to various factors. Another power reactor 
complex is planned at Naora, Uttar Pradesh. Other supporting 
plants for reactors include spent fuel Reprocessing: Unit at 
Tarapur, Nuclear fuel complex at Hyderabad, Heavy Water 
Plants at Baroda, Tuticorin, Kota, Nargal and Tatcher, Rare 
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Earth Plant at Alwaye (Kerala), Uranium mining Unit at 
Jaduguda (Bihar) and Mineral sand Processing Units at Chavara 
and Managala Kuruchi (Kerala). The various research institutions 
of the Atomic Energy Research Station, Trombay, Physical 
Research Laboratory, Ahmedabad, Tata Institute of 
Fundamental Research, Bombay, Tata Memorial Centre, 
Bombay, Saha Institute of Nuclear Physics, Calcutta, High 
Altitude Research Centre, Gulmarg and Gauribidanur Seismic 
Station, Gauribidanur (Karnakata). 

So much about the present stations of Atomic Energy 
establishments in India. A layman is astounded to learn about 
the progress of nuclear science and technology in India. He 
naturally becomes curious to know what reatly happens in a 
nuclear reactor. 

Nuclear energy can be obtained in two ways: (a) by fission 
of heavy nuclear like U-235, U-233 and Pu-239 to smaller 
fragments and (b) by fusion of light nuclei like H, D. etc. to 
form a bigger nucleus. In principle, the latter process gives 
much more energy than the former. This is the principle of 
Hydrogen bomb (Thermonuclear bomb). But this fusion reaction 
can only take place only if “triggered” by an explosion with a 
fission device (atom bomb). For this reason fusion energy 
cannot be harnessed for peaceful purpose. If ever it will be 
possible, there will be no problem of energy in this planet 
because the “raw materials” for fusion process are light 
elements like hydrogen, deuterium, lithium etc. which are 
abundantly available. 

The fission of a fissile nucleus can be initiated by a neutron- 
carrying less energy. Such a neutron is called “slow” neutron 
or “thermal” neutron. The slowing of the neutron for fission 
is done by substances like heavy water, iraphate etc. When a 
slow neutron interacts with a fissionable nucleus, say U-235, 
the nucleus splits to two fragments of smatler size and releases 
several neutrons along with much energy. These released 
neutrons can interact with more U-235 nuclei to produce still 
more neutrons and energy. Thus a chain reaction is set in. the 
chain reaction very soon reaches and explosive limit-what we 
call a nuclear blast. This is the basic principle of an atom 
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bomb. The chain will be propagated if more number of neutrons 
produced in a generation interact with nuclei than the number 
of neutrons that do so in the previous generation. This can be 
ensured by taking the fissile material beyond a certain size 
called the “Critical size”. The other way of initiating a chain 
reaction is by “implosion”, which is a compression method 
such that the neutrons produced are forced to interact with 
the nuclei due to lack of space to escape. 

Whereas, in an atom bomb the chain reaction is allowed 
to reach explosion limit, in a nuclear reactor chain reaction is 
stopped before such limit reached. The reaction taking place 
is a controlled chain reaction. Neutrons are removed from the 
reactor core before explosion limit by absorption through 
cadmium. 

As already said, the three main fissile materials are U- 
235, U-233 and Pu-239. The natural uranium mainly consists 
of U-238 which is not fissile with small proportion of U-235. In 
many reactors “enrichment” of the natural uranium by a very 
sophisticated and costly process is necessary to increase the 
proportion of U-235. The dependence on this enriched uranium 
for the Tarapore plant encouraged U.S. Government to adopt 
potitical pressure on India in recent past to sign the NPT. 

Coming back to the Indian context, we do not have enough 
uranium which is the main nuclear fuel to-day. But interaction 
of fast neutrons with U-238 and Th-232 produces fissite nuclei 
Pu-239 and U-233. In a fast breeder reactor these fissile nuclei 
are produced from Th-232 or U-238. The breeder reactor 
technology is in the threshold of success. The future of India 
which has vast thorium deposits crucially depends on the success 
of this technology. 
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Radio Talk, AIR, Sambalpur on 06.12.1981 
SONY AND SAMUARAI 


Japan has captured the imagination of all the people in 
recent years. It is not so much a country as a phenomenon. It 
is a country which were devastated in the war and atmost fell 
prostrate before the United States of America only about 30 
years back. And to-day the victor country seeks the favour of 
the victim for a concession in trade. Japan, a country of 
imitators is now being imitated at least in etectronics and 
telecommunication. To understand the phenomenon of Japan, 
one must understand its historical and the cultural background. 


The Japanese derive the name of their country from a 
Chinese phrase memory “the source of the sun”. The word 
“ Japan” come from Marco Polo’s attempt to render the Chinese 
pronunciation of the phrase in Italian. 


History 


Nobody is sure of the origin of the ‘present Japanese. The 
original inhabitants, Einus, are almost an extinct race living in 
the northern wilderness of the Hokkaido island. The present 
race came from the Asian mainland ranging from Manchuria 
to South East Asia some time before 500 AD. 


Buddhism was introduced around 6 century from Korea. 
The principal calm in Kyoto-Osaka are achieved ascendary over 
a sizable portion of central Japan also around this time. Their 
family still occupies the think. With the introduction of 
Buddhism came a flood of culture from China. Chinese 
architecture, centralized system of administration and even 
the script (character) called the Kanji were adopted. The 
influence of Buddhism came to its peak in 8® century when 
Nara was the capital. 


156 


Alongwith the Chinese culture Japanese spirit also 
dominated. Sugawara Michizane invented the expression 
“Chinese culture and Japanese spirit (Nihon Kokuro)”during 
the peak of Chinese influence in Japan. The term “Japan Spirit” 
is a wholly elusive term - a touch, a feeling, an initiative 
assertion. This “Japanese Spirit” has all along remained a pride 
of the race. Even to-day one hears a phrase like “Japanese 
Spirit”. 


In course of time power shifted from the hand of the 
Emperor to the warlords. Around 12 century the institution 
of shogunate was established. The shogun was the person who 
wilded effective power making the emperor virtually a figure 
head. Shogunata can be compared with the rule of Ranas in 
Nepal before the revolution by king Tribhuban about thirty 
years back. The first of the shoguns, Minamoto Yoritomo, 
shifted the capital to Kamakura. Zen Buddhism was introduced 
between 12“ - 14" century. The system of shogunate continued 
almost till 19* century until emperor Meiji brought about his 
revolution in 1868. 


The period between 12 to 16€™ century was turbulent 
and full of civil wars. During this period capital shifted to 
Kyoto. In the 16& century Japan’s commercial and cultural 
contacts spread to neighbouring Asian countries - Korea, China, 
Philippines, Sian etc. Christianity was introduced by St. Francis 
Xavier in 1549. Almost a century of Christian missionary activity 
continued. It was a time of intense civil wars and missionaries 
took active part in the internal parties of Japan thereby causing 
overall suspicion of the Japanese people to all foreigners. This 
lead to total closure of Japanese ports to foreign ships except 
Nagasaki for minimal trade abroad. 


This isolation of Japan for about three centuries was 
vigorously carried out in the Edo period. This isolation had 
mixed effect. It filtered foreign thoughts and knowhow but 
certainly saved Japan from colonialisation by the west. It is in 
this period European powers spread colonies all over the world- 


157 


first coming as traders and subsequently capturing power 
exploiting internal intrigues and tends. This Edo period was a 
period of feudalism in its highest form. Local aristocracy 
developed artistic and cultural retirement. The society was 
stable but static. Class hierarchy was completely dominant. 
There was a class system very simple to our cast one. The 
most powerful class was the warrior class, called the Samurai. 
The user classes in the following order were farmers, artisans 
and merchants. Theoretically merchants had a lower position 
although they were economically very powerful. Lowest in the 
ladder were the scavengers called the Eta. Loyality and strict 
discipline were considered the greatest at the virtues. The 
code of conduct was the strictest for the highest class i.e. 
Samurai. A Samurai was absolutely loyal to his seize lord and 
committed harikiri or sepukku (suicide by stabbing through 
the stomach) at the order of his master. Examples are there 
where all the members of a defeated army have committed 
harikiri out of shame due to their failure to uphold the honour 
of their lord. This martial discipline continued even upto the 
second world war. The hierarchic relationship between superior 
and inferior (husband to wife, father to son, lord to vassal 
etc.) was strictly adhead to and any deviation to this orders 
was not tolerated. The greatest is one can commit in this 
period was to disturb the “‘wa” - the nearest English translation 
to this word is harmony. In this period, the attitude towards 
religion was secular as can be seen from the fact that priests 
did not belong to the highest class. in this secular attitude one 
does not look to God but to his superior. 


As expected this isolated static society could not continue 
‘forever when fast changes were taking place in the rest of the 
world. The occasion for the end of this isolation and subsequent 
reversal was the visit in 1853 of Commodore Mathhew Perry 
of the US navy. He forced entry to Nagasaki port through 
what we call the “Gun boat diplomacy”. With the opening to 
the outside world the whole social structure of the Edo period 
crumbled like a house of cards. The final end to the old order 
and the shogunate took place with the Meiji revolution in 1868. 


Emperor Meiji, whose anestrous almost no power over affairs 
of state, seized absolute power and moved from Kyoto to 
Tokyo to be away from the influence of the old order. The 
discipline instilled under the shoguns was put to use by him for 
modernization of the country. Western technology, method of 
education and even the life style were copied in remarkable 
use. Within a short period Japan changed from medievalism 
to a modern state. The self confidence instilled in the people 
led to some territorial expansion. Japan defeated China and 
Russia in two battles and became a world power. Meiji died in 
1912. 


As long as emperor Meiji was alive he kept Japan’s 
expansionism under control. With his death when the present 
emperor Hirohita ascended the throne, Japan’s expansionism 
became uncontrolled. Korea, Taiwan and parts of China were 
annexed. The reason was also economic. Japan’s growing 
industry needed raw materials and market which was difficult 
to get because whole of Asia, as also other parts of the world, 
was controlled by colonial powers with the attack on Pearl 
Harbor in Hawaii, Japan entered the second world war in full 
swing. Soon large territories were occupied. Japanese army 
almost reached India and came near Australia before the trend 
was reversed. The allied army pushed them from Burma and 
liberated most of the pacific islands. The first Japanese island 
occupied by the allied was Okinawa which was snatched from 
Japan after fitter and fierce tight. 


The final defeat of Japan came with the dropping of atom 
bomb on Nagasaki and Hiroshima. Japanese army surrendered 
to General Mc. Arthur on August 15, 1945. The military leaders 
were punished but the emperor who belonged to the oldest 
dynasty in the world was spared. In the brief period of American 
occupation, General Mc. Arthur gave Japan a democratic 
constitution for the first time. Emperor’s powers were 
completely curtailed. He remains to-day as a “Symbol of the 
State” not even as a constitutional head as in Great Britain. 
American capital and the Marshall plan provided the initiat 
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boost for Japan’s reconstruction after the war. But it is again 
the “Japanese Spirit” which made the nation raise its head 
once again. Post war Japan showed phenomenal growth never 
seen before in world history. 


Modern Japan 


The post war Japanese phenomenon can be realized from 
the fact that Japan has sustained a growth rate of more than 
10% for almost the last 30 years as against ours of return 2 to 
2.5%. Thirty years before the per capita -income in Japan was 
Rs.800/- and now it stands around Rs.48,000/-. The following 
figures show where Japan stands today economically amongst 
different nations. 


Country Japan U.K. Italy USSR India 
Per capital 
income 48,000/- 44,000/- 32,000/- 16,800/- 


GNP-wise Japan stands second in the world. 


Country U.S.A. Japan Ww. USSR UK india 
Germany 
GNP in 1.6 0.56 0.51 0.46 0.25 0.07 
Million Million Million Million Million Million 


In per capita GNP it is second only to West Germany. if 
this rate of growth continues Japan would surpass USA in terms 
of per capita income in late 1980’s. By the end of the century 
it witt be more than double that of the USA. 


Some economists say and many Japanese believe so that 
the economy of Japan can easily collapse anytime in the event 
of a serious world disturbance like a war because its industries 
are totatly dependent on raw materials from external source 
and overseas market. A closer analysis explodes this myth. 
The ratio of imports to the GNP of Japan is almost half that of 
alt prominent industrial countries. It is 20% for West Germany 
and 25% for Great Britain. In Japan it is only 10% which is 
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almost the same as for India. This means that Indian economy 
is as much vulnerable as that of Japan. 


How would this fantastic growth of Japan be achieved 
whereas in the case of India - another Asian power - this is so 
tendy? Japanese is one of the most homogeneous societies 
whereas ours is most heterogeneous. They have one race, one 
religion and one language without any local variation. This 
gives them an unified national purpose without internal regional, 
linguistic or religious rivalry. Historically, until Meiji revolution 
they never had extra territorial adventures except for one or 
two futile attempts to conquer Korea. Till that time the country 
was only once unsuccessfully attacked by a foreigner, that is 
by Chengiz Khan. These historical reasons have made Japanese 
rather ethnocentric. 


The second factor for the success story is ironically the 
natural adversity which the Japanese have turned to their 
advantage. The country has periodically experienced natural 
calamity like typhoon, earth quake and fire for which they 
have developed a strong capacity for communal adjustment. 
They have experienced population explosion much before us. 
Almost the total lack of raw materials, want of space and 
food in the past have imbibed in them frugal habits. A Japanese 
lives in an inadequate space, yet keeps it immaculately clean 
and decorates with finest aesthetic sense. Congested living 
has taught him a degree of communal hygiene not seen in any 
other society. He eats his food raw or underworked thus 
retaining its food value to the maximum. This again is due to 
insufficiency of food in the past. 


Another important factor may be their earthy philosophy 
in which they have some similarity with the Chinese. Although 
they have taken Buddhism from India, they have rejected the 
totalistic and almost existential philosophy of India. Spiritualism, 
rejection of materialism, celibacy etc. were never great virtues 
to a Japanese mind. Discipline, social justice, harmonious living 
etc. were always considered more important. 


Another factor, in my opinion, for the Japanese success 
in their almost lack of chauvism in the conventional sense. 
Except for the brief post-Meiji period upto the World War-H, 
Japanese never showed chauvinistic tendency. The chauvinism 
of that period lead to defeat and disaster. The Japanese have 
never hesitated to copy another country or society which they 
considered better. As already mentioned, Japan imported 
Chinese culture without hesitation in the past particularly future 
6 to 8 century AD. Immediately after Meiji revolution in the 
late 19 century, Japan copied the West, particularly Britain 
which was at its peak of prosperity, for technology, education, 
administration etc. In the pre-war period Japanese dictatorship 
was impressed with the rapid developments in Germany under 
the Nazis and copied them. In the post-war period one seen 
Americanization in all spheres in Japan with almost missionary 
zeal. A Japanese, unlike an Indian, never talks of the “glorious 
past” and the “greatness of the people”. He is modest and 
always looks to what is great in another country to emulate. 
The only thing he is proud of and retains is “Nihon Kokuro” 
(Japanese Spirit). 


This is not to say that the Japanese people lack nationalism. 
They are in fact highly nationalistic in spite of apparent copying 
of the west. Their nationalism can be seen in the factories of 
Sony company in that matter, in all other companies- where 
the employees have pledged to see their products flood in all 
corners of the world. Nothing they would do which will hamper 
their production, both in quality and in quantity, and export 
abroad. No wonder, Sony products, as well as, all other Japanese 
products have almost swept away all other products the world 
market. Absolute laoyality of the workers to their company is 
very similar to the absolute loyality of the samurais to their 
war lords in the past. The samurai brand of nationalism has 
given way to the sony brand of nationalism in modern Japan. 


162 


ADDRESS BY DR. R. C. DAS 
in 
Nationat Seminar 
on 
“CHANGING SCENARIO OF HIGHER EDUCATION : 
COPING WITH CHALLENGES” 


3-4 March, 2003, 
Ravenshaw College, Cuttack 


SESSION : 


REVOLUTIONARY INNOVATION IN EXAMINATION AND 


EVALUATION PRACTICES (KEYNOTE ADDRESS) 


Objective of Higher Education in Changed Scenario 


What is higher education? Generally it refers to Master’s 
Degree or above course designed for the students to 
pursue or impart higher knowledge and research after 
completing the course. 


This objective has not been achieved because of special, 
economic and political factors. Only an infinitesimal 
proportion of students after taking a course of higher 
education in any subject take up a career related to 
the subject of study. This is not only true of conventional 
subjects like engineering and management. 


Social Motivation for higher studies is to rise in the 
social ladder in a hierarchical society. The intention is 
to acquire “higher degree” - not, higher education. 
Thus there is a societal pressure to have institution for 
higher degree. 


This societal pressure is gradually relaxing as the society 
is becoming more and more commercial - money buys 
status. 


1.6 


1.7 


As a result, admissions to higher degree courses are 
decreasing, particularly in traditional subjects. This is 
a global phenomenon and is also happening to some 
extent in developed countries. 


It is therefore necessary to redefine the objectives of 
higher education in the changed circumstances. The 
new objective may be to enrich and expand the 
“cognitive domain” around the core subject of study. 
In this way the knowledge horizon of a person gets 
broadened and he/she gets better equipped to be more 
useful and productive in the society and can apply the 
knowledge acquired to his/her livelihood activity. 


“Specialization” narrows ones sphere of activity - To- 
day discipline are amalgamating into interdisciplinary 
ones. Some interdisciplinary subjects are life sciences, 
environmental studies. Some apparently distant subjects 
like biology and sociology are joining to evolve a new 
subject like “Social biology”. It is in the boundaries of 
disciplines where cross fertilization of ideas emerge 
(example of medical science and physics). There are 
often more opportunities | interdisciplinary subjects than 
in “pure subjects”. 


Methodology of Teaching in the 21* Century 
Teaching methods are poised for dramatic change in 


the days of knowledge explosion and information 
technology. Some likely changes are 


Classroom performance will lose importance 
although the role of teacher will not be 
diminished. 


Distance education through multimedia 
(electronic and otherwise) will gain importance 
and complement classroom teaching. 


2.2 


3.2 


Wide varieties of subjects (elective) will taught 
in a particular course which cannot be taught in 
the class room - hence the need of multimedia. 


Teaching will be more interactive. Students will 
themselves look for the information and solutions 
to problems etc. 


The teacher will play the role of a facilitator for 
information collection and dissemination. 


The conventional teaching methods in traditional 
educational institutions are becoming less relevant and 
more redundant. A gradual shift of enrollment into 
coaching centers from colleges and universities is an 
indicator of this. Unless the teaching methodologies 
are changed in conventional institutions, | am afraid, 
they will eventually be pushed into oblivion. 


Examinations and Evaluation 


The traditional examination system (external question 
setting, questions requiring descriptive answers, 
confidential evaluation etc.) is not more useful as it 
does not evaluate a student’s holistic knowledge, skill 
and usefulness in the society. Therefore, warrants a 
radical change in the evaluation system keeping in view 
the changed objectives and methodologies of teaching 
as well as social needs. 


Instead of grading a student as in the present system 
of education which according to Ivan Illich, “twists 
genetic differences into certified degradation”, it may 
De better to make a SWOT (Strength, Weakness, 
Opportunity and Threat) analysis of a student and a 
give a certificate mentioning his/her strengths and 
weakness interalia in which area he/she will be most 
productive citizen of the society. In this, 
“classification” will replace “gradation/ 
stratification”. 
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3.3 


3.4 


3.5 


A large spectrum of evaluation tools have to be 
developed, a student should go through the rigour of 
evaluation through all the tools/instruments and at 
the end his/her overall performance in different 
aspects as evinced through different tools have to be 
collated by a panel. 


This is in keeping with the UGC’s philosophy of 
continuous evaluation. This will also circumvent the 
druggery of terminal examination and make the 
{learning process more pleasant. A pleasant learning 
will be more sustainable. 


Continuous evaluation necessarily requires continuous 
observation. The value system like honesty, integrity, 
sincerity etc. can be surfaced by this method which 
otherwise can’t be known by the existing examination 
system. 


I request the learned delegates deliberate on the matters 
without being prisoners of preconceived dogmas and hackneyed 
stogans. 


Grand-daughter Priya and Grand-son Arnab 


With Justice G.B. Patnaik and B.K. Patnaik 


Gf pot Hal rs bos bed id a fi un an rn tr rs 


Shri Maheswar Mohan 
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